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Lincoln boasts at least 60 miles of trails, many 
f which run through woods and fields invisible to 
assing traffic. On fine days I walk them alone and in all 
asons, often for hours on end. If you drive along 
onant Road and pass someone wearing a broad- 
rimmed olive-green hat and khaki convertible pants 
cked into his socks (to protect against ticks), it might 
ell be me. Elsewhere, I’m less conspicuous, except 
hen I must walk on the road a little to reach the next 
ail. I live in the southeast corner of Lincoln but venture 
n foot as far west as Concord Road, north to Route 2 on 
circuit around Flint’s Pond or south to the abandoned 
ilroad line in Weston. 

My interest in solitary pastimes dates back to the 
inglish boarding school I attended, where team sports 
ere de rigueur. I had to play soccer, rugby and 
ricket—but for me they were a chore, not fun. In fact, I 
ok up golf to avoid as much as possible playing 
ricket, a game for which I had little aptitude and less 
nthusiasm. Not that I was any good at golf, but the 
hallenge appealed to me. Even in competition, a golfer 
ust focus on picking the right club and wielding it 
vell; the opponent’s performance is of secondary 
mportance. The only school sport at which | ever 
xcelled was target rifle shooting, another activity in 
vhich success depends on individual mastery rather than 
hysical prowess or fellow teammates. 

None of these early activities survived into 
dulthood, but my aversion to team activities continues 
this day. At home, I’m an avid reader—books line one 
vall of my office from floor to ceiling and my Kindle is 
tuffed with classics from Shakespeare to Joyce. A 
ewspaper or magazine helps while away the time when 
exercise on foul weather days, one reason I favor a 
ecumbent bicycle for the purpose. 

But walking has become my exercise of choice 
ince we moved to Lincoln eight years ago. Our trails 
re a hidden gem. They are never the same from one day 
another: different birds flit about, sometimes singing, 
ometimes not. Flowers bloom and fade; the leaves 
prout bright green in spring, darken into summer and 
atch ablaze in the fall. Dry leaves that crunch under foot 
ne day tamp down after rain into a soft carpet the next. 
inter snow reveals who else has passed that way and 
how they traveled, too. Walking boots plunge deep into 
e snow; cross-country skis create two surface tracks 
ith star-shaped indentations either side from the skier’s 
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Walking in Lincoln 


By Neil A. O'Hara 


poles, while snowshoes leave shallow footprints of 
elephantine proportions, as if the Abominable Snowman 
had come to town. 

Lincoln may not harbor Big Foot, but I see signs 
of other creatures everywhere in winter. A dog following 
its owner leaves a set of round, four-toed tracks along 
the trail, but what about prints that cross the trail from 
one side to the other and do not circle back? If they are 
small and have four toes, probably a fox; if larger and 
more elongated with a hind print smaller than the 
forefoot, it’s likely a coyote. Five toes with obvious 
claws? A fisher. Except for squirrels, chipmunks, deer, 
and the occasional shrew, I seldom see wild animals but 
it’s comforting to know that others make our town their 
home. 

Come spring, the woods erupt in song. It starts 
in March with the soft quacking of wood frogs, followed 
by the strident—even deafening—spring peepers, and 
then American toads, which trill in the bogs and ponds 
during April. Songbirds raise a chorus that peaks in May 
at the height of migration to breeding grounds farther 
north. My favorites are the little wood warblers, many 
sporting bright yellow feathers, which deliver high- 
pitched solos from the treetops. For sheer musical talent, 
though, nothing beats the Veery, whose descending trill 
is a two-part harmony, or the ee-oh-/ay of the more 
common wood thrush. These birds pipe up near the 
ground where their reddish-brown back feathers provide 
cover. Year-round residents like cardinals, robins and 
bluebirds join the chorus, too, the males staking out 
breeding turf and advertising their presence to passing 
females. 

The birdsong tapers off through June, by which 
time most birds have youngsters to care for. An adult 
bird with an insect in its bill is most likely on its way to 
feed its offspring in a nest often concealed in dense 
foliage. For the insect-eaters, bugs are abundant—a 
nuisance to us but essential nourishment for our 
feathered friends. The bugs decline as fall approaches 
and temperatures cool; they’re gone by September when 
the leaves start to turn but have not yet come down— 
perfect conditions for walking in the woods. 

Which reminds me, it’s time for a walk. Now, 
where did I put my hat? 
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“T didn’t have time to write a short letter, so 
wrote a long one instead.” Mark Twain knew the 
ower of the old adage “‘less is more.”’ It’s all too 
asy to write more than we need. Less can be a 
hole lot better, add a great deal more meaning 
nd be ever so much more effective than too many 
ords going on and on and on — yes? Well, no. 
‘Less is more.”’ 
| This story includes ten words, italicized, that 
embers of Lincoln Public Library’s writing group 
tecently were warned fall into the dreaded category 
of “filler” words, words that diminish the quality of 
writing. Of course, there are hundreds more, 
whatever” being one this writer could not resist 
idding. 

Once upon a time not long ago there was a 
Writing group. This group of people met every 
other Wednesday evening at the Lincoln Public 
Library and called itself the Write Stuff. In fact, the 
oup has continued right up into 2014. Its 
embers are a very good bunch of writers. At each 
eeting four people read, with readings followed by 
omments from their fellow members and their 
ader. Most people preface their comments by 
aying something like “You know, | really like this. 
really do, BUT ...” and then offer a few 
onstructive suggestions. An amazing variety of 
hings get read — history, fiction, poetry, essays on 
eligion, memoirs, mysteries. It’s really quite a 
urprising mix and the group has a lot of fun as a 
esult. 

The Write Stuff has a marvelous leader. 
es, he is /iterally amazing. He 1s an Englishman 
ho used to work on Wall Street, grew up in British 
olumbia and has an Irish name but is not Irish. 
hatever. What matters is that he is a good writer 
nd a laid-back but observant leader with helpful 
ings to say 
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The Ten Bad Words 


By Helen Bowdoin 


to each member. He manages the neat trick of 
being honest, critical and encouraging all at once. 

In this group, people’s writing really does get 
better. So far he hasn’t gotten tired of the group and 
maybe, with luck, he won’t. 

The leader 1s quite careful not to instruct. 
He does, however, have a thing about adverbs. He 
dislikes them, strongly. (Nor is he keen on 
adjectives.) It’s the verb, he likes to say. Find the 
right verb and you don’t need an adverb. One day 
he gave the group a list of ten words not to be used 
in good writing. Ten very bad words. Perhaps he 
thought the group would benefit from the list but 
several people got worried when they read it. 

Darn, thought one, I like a lot of these. 
Some are favorites of mine, and here’s somebody 
telling me they’re no good. Our own leader, no 
less, is trashing them. And just last week, after I'd 
finished reading, nobody said anything and now 
look at this. Am I wrong? Have | been all wrong 
all these years? This is just simply not good — 
having to give up words I am personally attached to. 
For example, I love to say “really.” Isn’t “really” 
an amazing way of strengthening whatever point 
you're trying to make! It makes such a difference, 
literally a big difference. These words are seen as 
fillers. Well, tough, I like them. 

Thinking over these things, the member 
finally settled down and stopped being quite so 
upset. Fortunately, the leader at least once had said 
that such and such proves the exception to the rule. 
So here comes her writing resolution for 2014. She 
will keep an eye and an ear out for the ten bad 
words. But, in her heart of hearts she knows this: 
To do stuff right takes the occasional use of a very 
bad word. It really, really does. 
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eanne and Betty, The Lincoln Review editors, gathered the 
formation in this section of the magazine just in case there is 
nother snow storm brewing. 


Winter Wonderland 
‘In and Around Lincoln 


o All Snow Flakes Have Six Sides? 


| The day after New Years, a heavy storm was 
reatening Lincoln and the area. It was time to 
Wvear my ten-year-old L. L. Bean ski sweater. | 
ecided to check its winter design - looked like 
OInSettias with white dots (maybe those were 
juppose to be flakes). From there I went in my 
Hloset to check my other “‘snow flake” sweater. 
“his one is quite old, an original from Norway 
‘ven to me when J arrived in Lincoln by an old 
‘riend from Grammar School. . On it were many 
‘lakes and a knitted reindeer —or is it a moose? 
When you are out in a snow storm, hold out 
our mittened hands and check the sizes of the 
lakes. How many sides are there and how much ice 
x water is in it? What is reflecting? Does it have a 
)lue tint? Perhaps it looks like needles. Perhaps 
he flake will have more than six sides and be 
nolded to another flake. A snow storm is a heavy 
nowfall, a blizzard comes with wind and poor 
sibility. A flurry is a light brief snowfall, while a 
now shower 1s intermittent. 

So as you take a walk with your mittens and 
-amera, look for two identical snowflakes and send 
1s a picture. 

To get an engaging idea about the notion of 
nowflakes design, check out the kids’ picture book 
mowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin and 
llustrated by Mary Azarian. The story of Wilson 
3entley’s study of snow flake patterns won many 

wards, including a Caldecott Medal for the 
yictures. Martin’s story 1s also available through 
he Minuteman Library Network as a DVD. 


2K 2K OK 2K 2K ok 2K ok ok 


Is an asterisk a snowflake?) 
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Snowshoeing 

In addition to the Town of Lincoln’s trails 
and fields, one can snowshoe at deCordova. On 
Saturdays, February | and 15, there are guided 
tours. Registration fee required for this event which 
includes a lesson, tour, and admission. 


Nashoba Valley Ski Area 


By Jeanne Bracken 


Betty 1s going to tell you about places in the 
area to ice skate and cross-country ski. The 
possibilities are pretty extensive, when you add in the 
frozen pond or pristine snow-covered field in your 
back yard. But maybe you want something more, 
more, more. You could head to Aspen or Davos, of 
course, but before heading out to the airport, you 
might want to sample the ski area that is closest to 
Lincoln. I am referring to the Nashoba Valley Ski 
Area in Westford. It’s easy to reach by taking Route 2 
to Reformatory Circle, then Route 2A through Acton. 
Maybe 5 miles from the rotary watch for Nashoba 
Valley signs and turn right onto Powers Road (just 
past Bonsai West on your left). The ski area is less 
than a mile on your left. 

When Betty and I were young, ski areas were 
for skiing, and Nashoba Valley has plenty of that, with 
17 trails and 10 lifts currently running. They also 
provide two Terrain Parks with two ability levels of 
jumps and similar challenges for those bored with 
schussing downhill. But wait! Snowboarders can take 
lessons and swoop down the trails as well. 

One major feature of Nashoba Valley is the 
Tubing Park in Littleton, at 6 acres the largest in New 
England with 14 lanes and 2 lifts (daily reports on 
operations area available at the website 
www.skinashoba.com). If your toes get cold, there is a 
lodge with the usual spectacular view of the action on 
the slopes, open for lunch and dinner with live music 
entertainment several times a week. The Tubing Park 
is accessible by staying on Route 2A past the Powers 
Road turnoff for the ski area. About half a mile or so 
towards Littleton the well-marked entrance is on the 
right amid farmlands. 

Competitions during the season showcase 
racing and other winter sports skills. It’s not Jackson 
Hole (although the two areas do have a mutual savings 
program) but it’s a lot closer. So let it snow, let it 
snow, let it snow. And hit those slopes. 
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Cross-Country Skiing 

Do you like to go cross country skiing? 
There are fields around here that can be enjoyable. 
But you might want to go to Carlisle at Great Brook 
Cross Country Ski Touring Center. You can rent 
equipment and buy ski passes. (Snow shoes are 
available, too.) To find out more, go to their 
website or call 978-369-7486. 

The Weston Ski Track is located on the Leo 
J. Martin Golf Course. They have man-made snow 
which can cover trails and a 2 km lighted loop. It 
also offers night skiing. There 1s a ski school for the 
kids. Rentals of ski equipment and snowshoes are 
available. Check their website for more information 
If you are looking for a cross-country ski weekend 
or vacation, the Appalachian Mountain Club 
(AMC) could help you out. Check their website 
and find out the open trails (usually in New 
Hampshire) and what accommodations are 
available. 


Skating 


Skating rinks are scattered around Greater 
Boston. 

In Waltham, the Veteran’s Memorial Rink 
on 295 Totten Pond Road has many sessions open 
to the public. They also do blade sharpening. Call 
781-314-3474 for more information 

Babson Skating Center in Wellesley offers 
public skating sessions. It is located on 150 Great 
Plain Avenue, Wellesley. 

Call 781-239-6056 to find out about general 
skating. 

In Concord, the Assabet Valley Skating 
Center does have public skating. Call 1-978-369- 
8100 to find out the times. 

If you want to find out about skating in 
Frozen Fenway, you better call the Red Sox! 


For Couch Potatoes —The TV 
activity 


The Iditarod starts on the first Saturday in 
March, with a ceremonal kickoff on Fourth Avenue 
in Willow; the teams, with paying riders, go to 
Eagle River (usually) where the race starts in 
earnest on Sunday. The routes alternate, one year a 
northern interior one and one year a more southern. 
The weather in Anchorage is often mild but the 
interior is horribly cold: minus 40 is not unusual. 
Jeanne Bracken adds “It’s a wonderful race and I 
enjoyed following it with the other staffers and with 
patrons at the library, but it isn’t much fun to follow 
alone.” 


Skiing and Skating at the XXII Winter Olympic 
Winter Games 

On February 6, your TV will take you to the 
Skating Palace in Sochi, Russia. 148 skaters from 
30 countries will be competing in singles, ice 
dancing, and team events. At the time we went to 
press, NBC had not placed the TV schedule of the 
other events on the web. 
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WINTER CARNIVAL 2014 


) The Winter Carnival is an annual event sponsored by the Parks and Recreation 
' Committee. It is designed to foster a sense of community throughout the Town of Lincoln. All events are 
sponsored by Lincoln-based organizations. 


Please check individual event details for age limits, admission fees, pre-registration 
information, etc. We encourage you to attend as many programs as possible and thank you for your 
dedication to the community of Lincoln. 


ALL WEEKEND EVENT 
SNOW SCULPTURE CONTEST 


| Design & build a winter sculpture in your own front yard. Register with the Parks and Recreation Office by 5 
pm on Saturday (781 259-0784). Judging will take place on Sunday morning with awards to the best in show 
and superlative awards to all, so stockpile snow and get creative! 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 
FOMA FILM SERIES: ZAHA HADID AND OTHER GREAT WOMEN ARCHITECTS 
7:00 - 9:00 PM LINCOLN LIBRARY 


FoMA's film series on modern architecture will feature two films about the renowned Iraqi 
architect, ZAHA HADID, the most famous female architect of our time. Hadid won the Pritzker 
architecture prize in 2004. Her bold and controversial projects around the world have won extravagant praise 
and sharp criticism. This program will include film clips and a discussion about other distinguished female 
architects. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 
LINCOLN SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 
1:00 - 3 PM BEMIS HALL 
_ All are invited to our Winter Carnival “Lincoln Short Film Festival” featuring work by or related to filmmakers 
from or currently living in Lincoln. You'll enjoy dramas, comedies, travelogues and documentaries. After some 
_of the films we'll have discussions with the filmmakers. Sponsored by the Council on Aging. Refreshments 
will be served! 


COMMUNITY BINGO NIGHT! 
5:30- 7:30 PM BROOKS GYM 
| Back by popular demand -- pizza, raffle drawings and plenty of play! Once again featuring more prizes and 
+ more winners! Sponsored by the Lincoln PTO. Open to the entire community - all ages welcome. Free entry 
Pay $5 per Bingo Card (19 game multi-pack). 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


8:00 - 10 AM FIRST PARISH CHURCH 
Start your carnival Saturday with homemade, all-you-can eat blueberry, chocolate chip, or plain pancakes! 
Also, enjoy face painting and shop from this year's selection of Girl Scout cookies! 
Fee: $8 per person/$5 for children 


LEAP INTO THE MAGIC! 
10:00-12 NOON HARTWELL A POD 
Join us at 10am for a special hour-long magic show by the magnificent Eddie Raymond! After the show, the 
Magic Garden Preschool and LEAP programs will be open for visits. Drop-in activities and games will also be 
available in Pod A until 12pm. We hope you can join us for the fun. This program is co-sponsored by the 
Lincoln Extended Activities Program (LEAP) and Magic Garden Children's Center. Admission is free! 


SNOWSHOE TOURS 
10 AM AND 12:30 PM 
DECORDOVA SCULPTURE PARK & MUSEUM 
Enjoy nature and art in winter. Discover a new, fun and active way to explore the Sculpture Park. Tours are 
approximately 90 minutes and are led by a Museum Guide and a trained EMS instructor. 
Visit decordova.org/calendar to purchase tickets. 12 person max per group. 


COMMUNITY SKATING 
1:00 - 3:00 PM CEMETERY POND 
Enjoy skating, hot chocolate, and toasted marshmallows by the campfire. Bring your own skates. Event status 


will be confirmed on our website (www.Lincolnrec.com) by noon. WEATHER PERMITTING! Sponsored by 
the Parks and Recreation Committee. Free. 


LFA ENERGY BLASTER! 
3:30 - 5:30 PM BROOKS GYM 
Join your friends (and their parents!) and burn some energy! Joust on platforms, jump in a bounce house and 
try your skill at a variety of indoor games. Enjoy healthy snacks and coffee. Fun for all ages! Free for LFA 
2014 Members; $10per child for non-members. A new LFA membership (or renewal) on the spot 
includes admission! 


ACOUSTIC COFFEE HOUSE 2014 
7:00 - 10:00 PM BEMIS HALL 
Our adult night of music and fun! Coffee, tea and desserts will be served while local talent performs for your 
enjoyment! Reservations can be made online at www.LincolnRec.com. Any remaining seating will be on a 
first-come, first-serve basis when the doors open at 7PM. Interested performers should download an 
application at www.LincolnRec.com. Sponsored by the Parks and Recreation Committee. Reserve a table 
for up to 8 people: $160! 
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General Admission: $10. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 


GROUNDHOG DAY AT DRUMLIN FARM 
10:00 AM AT DRUMLIN FARM 
Will we have six more weeks of winter or an early spring? Find out by heading out to Drumlin Farm from 9am 
to 4pm for a full day of fun winter activities to help celebrate this festive day. Learn about hibernation, winter 
Sioa, and how to identify animal tracks in the snow. Our resident groundhog will be making her prediction at 
10AM, with a special celebration to follow. Call 781-259-2200 for more information and live animal program 
| times. Free admission for Lincoln residents. 
THE VERMONT PUPPETREE 
| 2:00 PM LINCOLN LIBRARY 
_ Come to a puppet show at the Lincoln Public Library on Sunday, Feb. 2nd at 2PM! The Vemont PuppeTree 
gives a new twist to the well-loved children's book, Swimmy by Leo Lioni. Using animation, video projections 
and shadow puppets this is a 40 minute extravaganza for children of all ages. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Lincoln Public Library. Free! 


FORUM ON DIGITAL ARCHIVES 
2:00 PM BEMIS HALL 
Enjoy a presentation from Lincoln Town Archivist Marie Wasnock and Digital Projects Manager for the Boston 
Public Library Tom Blake. These featured speakers will discuss the art and practice of creating and 
disseminating historical records with modern archival digitization technology. They will present an overview of 
the Lincoln Town Archives' collections and others like Digital Commonwealth that are available online to 
demonstrate how to access, search, and 
contribute to these resources. Sponsored by the Lincoln Historical Society. Admission is free. 
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The Road to Innsbruck 


By Maureen King 


The one hour and forty minute drive from 
Munich, Germany to Innsbruck, Austria holds 
some of the most beautiful scenery I have ever 
seen. Cozy chalets sit on the side of deep green 
hillsides that dip into quaint villages. Snow- 
covered mountains oversee it all. 

My high school friends and I were bound 
for a week of February vacation skiing in 
Innsbruck, Austria. Straight from a ten-hour 
flight that had us holding hands on the takeoff 
from Logan, we were quickly engulfed in this 
wonderland of frosted hills and valleys. 

We curved and swayed through one 
valley town after another. The familiar sound of 
the Boston band Aerosmith was pumping from 
eight track speakers at the back of the bus. | 
remember thinking the music didn’t match the 
scenery, as could be seen in the stares of the 
locals as the noisy Americans cruised through 
their Alpine villages. 

Arriving in Innsbruck, we were pleased to 
find our accommodations were in a cozy guest 
house on a cobblestone street. Our rooms 
included extra large down puffs on each bed, and 
a wide French window which I immediately 
threw open. 

Twenty feet below sat Reinhardt Monz, 
his knees jutting out from the Innsbruck 
sidewalk. Shoulder to shoulder with his buddies 
Heinze and Gunther, they were crouched hugger- 
mugger over a pounding boom box. Deep 
Purple’s “Smoke on the Water” was blasting 
down the charming cobblestoned lane. For the 
second time that day, the music didn’t match the 
scenery. Leaning out we yelled down “Deep 
Purple”, and the group of boys looked up, 
stunned. They couldn’t believe their luck. A 
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window full of seventeen year old girls on high 
school holiday were smiling down. Neither lack 
of language nor fear of foreigners could stop the 
unspoken détente of youth and rock and roll, and 
up the trellis they would come. We were in 
Innsbruck for the skiing but we came away with 
a week of sloe gin fizzes in a dance-filled 
nightclub called Klima. Five years of overseas 
letters would follow, the last one announcing 
Reinhardt had enlisted in the army. 

The skiing in the mountains of Innsbruck 
was fantastic. When the sun broke through the 
clouds you could look across the mighty heavens 
to the snow covered peaks of Switzerland. It was 
a majestic painting you didn’t want to ski down 
from. 

A side trip to ski in Northern Italy was a 
magical experience. We crossed the Brenner 
Pass, invisible due to a dungeon of fog, and found 
ourselves at a dreamlike resort. High in the 
Italian Alps I remember a misty, magical forest 
where | heard a mechanical clicking only to find 
a secret rope tow hidden in the soft pines that 
lifted me even higher. | will never forget the 
sight of looking down at neighboring mountains 
when the fog lifted. 

It was the trip of a lifetime. In addition, 
we learned some German. Ich liebe dich. 


© 2014 Maureen King 
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LASSIC 
AZZ 


Kid won't let his 
"Muskrat Ramble", 


unless you come to CJALL 


2013-2014 Presentation Schedule. 
Presentations are at the Lincoln Library at 7:30 PM 


(Except as noted) 


Sep 11, 2013 Harold McAleer Near/Far/Old/New/Borrowed/Blue 
Oct 09, 2013 Dave Whitney The Horn of Plenty 
Nov 12, 2013 Dean Smith Pounding the Skins 
Dec 11, 2013 Joel Wechsler Ragtime-Beyond the Maple Leaf 
Jan 08, 2014 John Clark Lost In The Reeds 
Feb 12, 2014 Norm Michols Video Favorites from 20’s Jazz 
Mar 12, 2014 Peter Gerler New Orleans Jazz - Today 
Apr 09, 2014 Nick Ribush Australian Jazz: 

The Melbourne Sound Part II 
May 14, 2014 To Be Determined. 


May 28,2014 End Of Season Live Performance 
Artist: Dan Gabel's High Society Orchestra 
Where: Bemis Hall — When: 7:00 PM — Public Welcome!!! 


For more information about CJALL contact the Lincoln Library at 781-259-8465 
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MARKET SHARE FOR 


Lincoln, MA 


“all Other 
Firms 
Rediin Corp 
Hammond 
Residential 
Davenporr f 

end Campany 


Coldwell 


| Ravers Banker 
Residential 
Barratt and [eee Brokerage 
Company 


Giosen 
Sorheby’s 
international 
Realty 


Coldwell Banker Residentiai Brokerage 65 703 450 


Gibson Sotheby's International Realty 14,902 650 12.24 % 


10.265.388 
6.980.980 
Davenport and Company 2.460.000 


Hammond Residential 2.249 500 


Redfin Corp 2.203.500 


“All Other Firms 16.975 668 13.94% 


Top 7 Firms ranked by Volume for All Property Types 
sold between 01/01/13 and 12/31/15 


* Ali Oiner Firms category composed of 19 firms 


This representation is based in whole or in part on data supplied by our MLS partners. These 
entities neither guarantee nor afe responsible for data accuracy. Data maintained by the MLS may 
not reflect ail real estate activity in ine market 


& Ne 


Denise Bienfang Sandra Bradlee Doug Carson Penny Cotoni Susan Law Stacy Osur Richard Panetta 
781-259-8028 617-840-2321 617-448-1913 781-259-1070 508-954-7753 781-724-3513 781-953-0825 


Giving You Every Real Estate Advantage 


Personalized Service * Local Expertise * Extensive Internet Exposure 


Your Trusted Real Estate Advisors 


Let Us Help You. 


Point-to-Point Connection 
* Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage is affiliated 
with the largest global broker network. We can find 
you an experienced real estate professional to assist 
you anywhere in the United States, Canada, 
Puerto Rico and beyond. 


Why Connect? 

¢ Access to hundreds of the nation’s top real estate 
brokerage firms. 

¢ Broker quality, professionalism, and experience. 

¢ Advocacy and support throughout the buying, 
selling and moving process. 

¢ Free, comprehensive, personalized relocation kits 
including helpful information on communities, 


schools and real estate markets. 


on 


Jeff Morgenstern 


Karen Paradise Diana Smith Lois Tetreault Vita Theriault 


Be s i: se aa ae = == ~ a Manager/SVP 
by ise 781-259-1822 -285-42 2 3 § 
508-259-4495 781-259-1822 617-285-4255 781-864-1393 617-686-8618 


wwe ley BrivlericliVioves corn 
. 


D2. “Al Cokdwe Banker Resdentia Brokerage stings may nol appear onthe above websites 


NE MOVES 
Mortgage, LLC 


An Affiliate of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 


COLDUWCLL 
BANKCR © 


RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 


9:25 From South Acton 


By Jeanne Munn Bracken . 


Virgin fields and tracks 

Parallel tracks 

Ski tracks 

Ending in snow-stamped asterisks 
Where clumsy skiers lost their toes 
And turned their tracks toward home. 


Concord 

Shadows tatted on the forest floor 

By seven-minute-frosted trees. 

Crossroads, signal post 138. 

Follow the brook where saplings bow 
Splashed, bent, frozen in obeisance to the cold. 


Here 
Fields shiny as a housewife’s new-waxed floor. 


here 

A dune of wave-lapped white 
Tossed up by seas of wind, 

A sugar doughnut world 

Where elves undaunted by the ice 
Hunker in the stream 

With just their pointy caps 

To mark their presence there. 


Cambridge 

Broken ties and heaps of boards 

Graffiti-ed walls 

Made friendly by the coverlet 

Inviting urbanites to see the beauty there, 
Tufts of cotton wool to trace the mortared walls 
Those barriers holding back the tenements 

As if the aging slums would hop a freight train 
south 

Some January dawn 

And not come back ‘til May. 

City junk 1s round 

Pipes and cans and jars 

Round 

Rolls of asphalt, barrels, tires 

Round 

Tank cars, drums and wheels 

Round, all round 


Rolling to the track 
Past frozen rivers 
Rotting piers 
Freight yards 

The train rolls too 


North Station 

Track eleven 

Boston 

Aaaalllllll] Chaaaaange! 


© 2014 Jeanne M. Bracken 


A Winter Poem from Rhoda Taschioglou 


SIRIUSLY: Memoirs of My 
Dog Days 


December 14, 2013 


16 degrees with snow of two feet, 
and no path shoveled from the door; 
“You must go out, Sparrow,” you implore. 


Is it so hard for you to see 
if I venture out there to take a pee 
I'll be in a drift taller than me? 


You sat on your loo with a happy smile 
caressing your feet on the heated tile, 
Do you really believe II] fall for your guile? 


Well, I don’t want that gob of cheese! 

Now step out of my way if you please 
‘cause I’m headed back to lie on your bed 
and stretch out across the “off limits” spread. 


Here’s a message from your dear old bitch: 
I'd do anything you ask without a glitch 
With one exception, just so you know, 

My policy is “’Sno goin under snow.” 


© 2014 Rhoda Taschioglou 
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Winter on the Sudbury River 


© 2014 Harold McAleer 


The Lincoln Review January - February 2014 


- "From a work in progress, The Price of Blood: Women's 
Voices from the Battle Road." 


The Boatman’s Lady Friend 
Boston, April 18, 10:30 pm 


Knitting by the hearth that fatefilled night 
And yawning from the toil of daily chores 
I thought to get myself abed but roused-- 
To hear that unexpected signal sound. 
The whistle of my courting Tom 

Came from the street beyond. 


What Hail! ‘Tis late! I chided him. 
From opened sash I queried why he came. 


Revere must warn the shire of marching troops 
We row across the Charles, Said my beloved Tom, 
Beneath the Somerset, the man-o-war that lies 
Mid-river, sentry-like to snare 

All Careless rebels who pass near. 

We can cheat the moonlight, miss the guards, 

But muffling we need to quiet 

Dips and pulls of oars in inky waters. 


Ah! Wait! I said, and stepping back 
Away from window view and lamp, 
Untied the laces from my petticoat 

And drawing it from underneath my gown 
I flipped it out to Tom. And 

Catching it, he was away at once 


Stone Wall with Snow With soft-said thanks, 
My clothes still warm from limbs and hearth. 
© 2014 Harold Dean Smith Daughter of Liberty myself, | did not mind 


My gift of homespun linsey-woolsey shift 
To keep the rebel rowers safe from harm. 
If asked I would have sacrificed 

What all was needed on that night. 

I was pleased, though, that I had donned 
A simple garment that breaking dawn 
And not my petticoat of indigo. 


© 2014 Jeanne Munn Bracken 
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IT’S ALL THE RAGE - 
DOWNTON ABBEY 


by Palmer Faran 


In case you haven’t noticed, last Sunday 
started a new season for the British television 
drama, “Downton Abbey.” It 1s the fourth season 
for this highly successful series. Forget reality 
shows, “American Idol” and “Duck Dynasty,” it’s 
“Downton Abbey” all the way. 

Why do Americans dote on British soap 
operas that portray the last gasp of a post- 
Edwardian society in the early 20th century? Think 
back to “Upstairs, Downstairs” 40 years ago. 
Perhaps because we have no royalty ourselves? 
Perhaps because we enjoy the elegant clothes and 
household furnishings of that era? One thing is 
certain: the acting is superb and the whole drama is 
very well done. We can admire the attention to the 
smallest detail that includes not only dress, but 
diction, and the appropriate use of silverware and 
glassware. But does that explain the fact that 
Downton is the mostly widely watched show in the 
world? 10.2 million viewers tuned in for the 
opening of season 4 on Sunday, January 5. And 
what about the Chinese? It’s very popular in China. 

For a brief synopsis: the series begins with 
the sinking of the Titanic in 1912 and the death of 
the heir to the estate, an event which throws the 
future of Downton Abbey into question, since the 
title can only pass on to a male heir. The present 
earl, Lord Grantham, married an American heiress 
to shore up the fortunes of his estate. Now, with 
only three daughters in the family, the search is on 
for an eligible male in the family line. Otherwise, 
the estate and the title will pass out of the family. 
Along comes a cousin, Matthew Crawley, young, 
handsome and very eligible. He is destined to marry 
Lady Mary, the oldest daughter, to produce a son 
who will continue the line of succession. 

In the meantime downstairs 1s the servants 
quarters. Plenty of drama there, with servants being 
fired or just leaving, romantic shenanigans, and 
devious plots. Our favorite-to-hate lady’s maid, 
O’Brien, has left suddenly, but she 1s replaced by a 
sly newcomer, who is about to cause trouble. The 
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footman, Barrow, another sly one, 1s staying on to 
complicate the plot. 

The characters come and go among the 
upstairs residents as well. Julian Fellowes, the 
author, knows how to keep up the tension. Besides, 
the actors have their own agendas. The actress 
playing youngest daughter, Sybil, wanted to move 
on, so she died in childbirth in season 3. Dan 
Stevens, who played Matthew Crawley, the heir to 
Downton, had a yen to go to Broadway and 
Hollywood, so he was killed suddenly in a car crash 
in the last episode of season 3. A lot of viewers 
were upset about that. The redoubtable Maggie 
Smith plays the Dowager Duchess (that is, the 
widowed duchess) and gets the best lines which she 
delivers with her usual zest. 

The role of Downton Abbey 1s played by 
Highclere Castle, a real castle, lived in by the 
present Earl of Carnarvon. The castle has a long 
history going back to 1679. The first earl was 
created by George III. The 5th earl, an enthusiastic 
Egyptologist, accompanied Howard Carter in the 
discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamen in 1922 and 
many Egyptian artifacts are displayed in the house. 
Most of the interior scenes are filmed in the castle, 
except for the kitchen and the servants’ quarters. 
Exterior shots are filmed in various sites and 
villages around the area. For the harrowing scenes 
in the trenches of World War I a special battlefield 
location was created in a rural part of Suffolk. 

The series 1s centered around the historical 
events of that period: the sinking of the Titanic, 
World War I, and the epidemic of the Spanish flu. 
Will it continue to World War II? I doubt it. One 
world war 1s probably enough for one series. In the 
meantime we can enjoy the drama, the acting and 
the splendor of this period in England. The whole 
class system is doomed, we know, as we now live 
on the other side of it. 


© 2014 Palmer Faran 
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De Cordova 


Public Programming: February—March 2014 
All programs are free with admission unless otherwise 
noted. 


Snowshoe Tour 

Saturdays, February | and 15, 2014, 10:00 am and 12:30 

pm 
Take a guided tour of the Sculpture Park after a 
snowshoe lesson by a trained instructor. Cost 
includes instruction, a tour, and admission to the 
Sculpture Park and Museum. Total event time is 
approximately 90 minutes. Registration/fee 
required. 


Artist of the Month Reception 

Sunday, February 2, 24 pm 

Celebrate jewelry artist Monique Rancourt at 
deCordova|Store. 


FREE First Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 5 
Free admission for all non-group visitors! 


ARTfull Play 

Wednesdays, February 5 and 26, 10:30—11:30 am 
Fill your day with art and play. Each biweekly 
play-based session features a unique opportunity 
to engage with art, materials, the environment, 
and new friends. For children 5 and under 
accompanied by a caregiver. 


Biennial Book Club 

Thursday, February 6, 7—8:30 pm 

Discuss Banvarad's Folly: Thirteen Tales of People Who 
Didn't Change the World by Paul S. Collins with 
Biennial artist Ethan Murrow. Free to the public. 


ARTfull Explorations 

Sunday, February 9, drop in 1-3 pm 
Fill your weekend with art and family through 
group explorations of Sculpture Park 
installations, Museum galleries, and 
engagements with materials and processes. For 
children ages 2—12, but all are welcome. Drop-in 
anytime. 


Home Depot House Artist Residency: John Osorio- 

Buck 

Wednesday, February 12—Sunday, March 9 
John C. Gonzalez has created an artist residency 
program for The 20/3 deCordova Biennial. During 
each four-week residency, invited artists working 
in various media will use Gonzalez’s Home Depot 
House as an on-site studio. Open Studio: Saturdays 
and Sundays, 11 am—2 pm 


Date Night with Clay 

Thursday, February 13, and Friday, February 14, 6—8 pm 
This Valentine’s Day, spend the evening with 
your honey creating a romantic sculpture 
together. Registration required. $95 per couple; 
$75 per Member couple. 


Corporate Night 

Tuesday, February 18 
DeCordova honors our Corporate Members and 
Lending Artists at Genzyme Center in 
Cambridge. By invitation only. 


Art for February Vacation: Color, Light, and Sound 
Wednesday, February 19—Friday, February 21, drop in 
1-3 pm 
Ditch those winter doldrums and discover 
vibrant color in the Biennial. Create music, play 
with light, chase a rainbow... 


Ceramic Photography Workshop 

Tuesday, February 25, 5-8 pm 
Clark Gallery owner Dana Salvo offers a hands- 
on demo of photographic 3D ceramic work. 
Registration required. $45 for not-yet-members; 
$35 for Members. 


Snowshoe Tour 

Saturdays, March | and 15, 2014, 10:00 am and 12:30 

pm 
Take a guided tour of the Sculpture Park after a 
snowshoe lesson by a trained instructor. Cost 
includes instruction, a tour, and admission to the 
Sculpture Park and Museum. Total event time is 
approximately 90 minutes. Registration/fee 
required. 
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Artist of the Month Reception 

Sunday, March 2, 2-4 pm 

Celebrate ceramic artist Sandy Miller at 
deCordova|Store. 


FREE First Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 5 
Free admission for all non-group visitors! 


Biennial Book Club 

Thursday, March 6, 7—-8:30 pm 
Discuss How to Cook a Wolfby M. F. K. Fischer with 
_ Biennial artist Lynne Harlow. Free to the public. 


Constructing Characters in Photography 

Saturday, March 8, pm 

) Discuss strategies in creating character in 

) photography with Character Study exhibition 
artist Claire Beckett and Caleb Cole, with 

exhibition curator Mary Tinti. 


ARTfull Explorations 

- Sunday, March 9, drop in 1-3 pm 

Fill your weekend with art and family through 
group explorations of Sculpture Park 
installations, Museum galleries, and 
engagements with materials and processes. For 


children ages 2—12, but all are welcome. Drop-in 


anytime. 


_ARTfull Play 
_ Wednesdays, March 12 and 26, 10:30—11:30 am 
Fill your day with art and play. Each biweekly 


play-based session features a unique opportunity 


to engage with art, materials, the environment, 
and new friends. For children 5 and under 
accompanied by a caregiver. 


_ Home Depot House Artist Residency: Thomas Willis 
' Wednesday, March 12—Sunday, April 13 
John C. Gonzalez has created an artist residency 


program for The 2013 deCordova Biennial. During 


each four-week residency, invited artists working 
in various media will use Gonzalez’s Home Depot 


and Sundays, 11 am—2 pm. 


House as an on-site studio. Open Studio: Saturdays 


Bobby Orr’s Autobiography a 
Good Read 


Reviewed by Betty Smith 
Orr: My Story Putnam, 2013 

If you want to read an autobiography by 
Bobby Orr, this is a good read. Bobby 1s loyal first 
and foremost to his family, then to his classmates 
and his friends whether connected to hockey or not. 
His heart is in family life and he is a proud and 
loving grandfather today. 

Orr was brought up in Parry Sound, a small 
town in Northern Ontario, Canada; he was the 
middle one in a family of five children. School was 
all right but time went by slowly; he had to keep up 
with his studies even when his focus was outside 
the classroom. Bobby was always anxious to get 
his skates laced up or go fishing if the ice was not 
strong enough for skaters. He was drawn to the 
water, Parry Sound, which defined his town. 
Skating was his thing and he showed great promise 
from the beginning. His parents were at his hockey 
games and practices until it was time for him to 
leave home and play in bigger leagues. 

Bobby Orr stressed the value of his good 
home life for him. His parents were his guides. 
The whole family supported him when he decided 
at 15 to leave his home and his childhood friends. 
Bobby was shy, very much of a team man, and was 
always willing to help others. It took him a long 
time to be willing to do public speaking but he 
enjoyed being with his teammates, new and old. 

He writes about Alan Eagleson who handled 
his money and contracts most of the time he was 
playing team hockey. They split up and the 
relationship just ended. Details are small on this. 
Eventually after his playing years finished, he 
worked helping young people get into team hockey. 
He also stayed with them as they progressed in 
training for the sport. 

I would recommend this book for parents 
who hope one of their children will go into a 
professional sport. Bobby Orr was among the best 
hockey players of the last century and has received 
many awards. He is proud in a quiet way. 


© 2014 Betty Smith 
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Crawley's Homework 
Assignment 


By Crawley Cooper 


I was asked to write about my experiences in 
visiting incarcerated folks. It was through the First 
Parish Church in the early seventies, during the 
reign of Rev. Bill Gregory, that my motivation 
was ignited. I recall that Brad Emmons, Judy's 
husband, regularly visited Roy __, a convicted 
murderer, I believe. Brad spoke of this quiet, 
humble, intelligent fellow. He and Roy had 
become good friends over the years. Rev. Gregory 
once devoted an entire sermon around Roy's life. 
Then, to our surprise, Roy was released. He came 
to our church and spoke. I believe Roy was 
eventually married in the First Parish. 


It was during Rev. Nancy Rockwell's tenure 
that my good friend Dick Reece became ill and 
asked if I would substitute and visit his prisoner 
friend, Michael __. Michael was at the Norfolk 
Massachusetts Correctional Institution facility. 
Dick told me he was a gifted writer who had been 
convicted of dealing drugs in the Boston's ghettos. 


My first adventure to Norfolk M.C.I. was 
quite an experience. Others from the church, 
Priscilla Damon, Judy Ogden, and Barbara 
Sisson oriented me to the routine. Priscilla had 
been visiting the woman's facility for years. Judy 
and Barbara were also frequent visitors to 
Michael _at the Norfolk men's facility. 


After a 40 minute drive, I arrived alone at the 
imposing early 19" century Victorian campus of 
foreboding stone buildings surrounded by high 
barbed wire fencing. Dick had warned me to 
bring along a book, because a lot of waiting 
would be involved - and, also, "remember your 
license plate number; it will be necessary 
information for filling out the required green 
entry form." After answering the many questions 
and returning in the form, I was given a yellow 
entry pass and the wait continued. The room was 
crowded with wives, parents, and active children 
waiting for their numbers to be called. Several 
different languages echoed around the many hard 
surfaces. 
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One lady recognized my rookie puzzlements 
and educated me on the use of the coin operated 
lockers. Before being allowed to enter the 
sallyport, a quarter coin was necessary to operate 
the lockers provided for the personal items not 
allowed behind the walls, such as the book, wallet, 
car keys, loose change, watches, pocket knives, 
etc. When your number is finally called, you and a 
few others are led through the sliding sallyport 
door. Shoes and belts are removed and you are 
frisk searched and electro-magnetically wanded. 
After replacing the belt and shoes you exit through 
another remotely operated heavy hinged door to 
the exterior, but behind the barbed fence. There is 
a 100 yard, sometimes chilly, walk to the visitor 
center where another official looking locked door 
and overhead camera greets you. After pressing the 
red button, the door is unlocked and you are 
permitted inside. 


Upon entering, you give the yellow pass with 
your inmate's name to the guard behind the desk. 
Another waiting time begins. Hard, fixed, 
uncomfortable plastic seating is provided while 
your inmate is retrieved. When Michael arrives we 
shake hands. He is somewhat skeptical of me at 
first, as our only common connection was Dick 
Reece. We chatted for about an hour. He wanted 
me to understand that the inmate population was 
just like everybody else - a full spectrum of 
personalities. The other prisoners were of all 
shapes and ages, but seemed to have more tattoos 
than you see around Lincoln. We exchanged 
addresses - telephone calls are not permitted. 
Indeed, Dick was correct; Michael was an 
interesting and intelligent guy. He loved writing, 
especially poetry and plays. He felt lucky to have 
the privilege of working in the prison kitchen, 
which allowed him more freedom of movement 


He told me in his Roxbury neighborhood drug 
dealers were well respected and at the top of the 
food chain. They had $$$, a car and influence. 
Michael had a wife and two young sons. He did 
not want them to follow in his dealings, but he 
understood the temptations they would face. 
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Over several years Michael and I became 
good friends. Sometimes Judy Ogden or 
Barbara Sisson would join me on the visits. 
Michael mailed me his writings (1 provided the 
stamps and envelopes), and I would enter them 
on a computer and return them to him by mail 
in printed form for his editing. 


Once he experienced a crisis. While being 
examined for a long suffering tooth ache, the 
rookie dentists, two young women, thought he 
was being aggressive when they touched a 
sensitive area in his mouth and he screamed and 


jumped from the intense pain. As a result he was 
placed in isolation, separated from the rest of the 
prison population. Of course, he lost his job 


working in the kitchen. Priscilla Damon went 
with me to visit him during that period and we 
could only speak with him via telephone behind a 
heavy glass window. He was in shackles and 
wore bright orange clothing. I wrote to Governor 


Romney about the misunderstanding with the 


dentists, but got no response. 


After several years Michael was released on 


parole and we visited several times at a halfway 


house in Framingham. He had a job working as a 


landscaper and was driven to work each day by a 


fellow worker. We gave him a laptop computer 


~which he cherished. I met his wife at an award 


ceremony for ex-cons who had made it in society. 


When Barbara Sisson passed away, | brought 


~Michael with me to her memorial service. 


To my disappointment and his, we next met at 
Concord M.C.I. Apparently he had returned to his 
old life style habits. When we encountered each 
other, | was immediately reprimanded by an 
oversized guard. I had hugged Michael, and unlike 
Norfolk M.C.L., touching was not permitted at 
Concord M.C.1. 


__ Who knows, perhaps Michael's alter ego 

prefers incarceration, with its warm bed, 

protection from the weather, no bills, three 

meals a day, and the opportunity to watch the 
Patriots on TV with his buddies. His 
responsibilities in providing for his family did 
not allow him the time to write poetry; but 
that's being judgmental, isn't it? Michael 1s self- 
educated, street smart, engaging and creative. 
Such a waste! - Oops! that's the judging thing 
again. 


© 2014 Crawley Cooper 


Strong Hands and a Willing 
Heart 


An Introduction to The Journal of James Lorin 
Chapin, 1848-1850 
by Jane Langton 


“This day I complete my 24th year, and I am 
resolved from this day to keep a journal.” 

Thus begins the journal of James Lorin 
Chapin detailing his life as a farmer and teacher in 
Lincoln, Massachusetts, from 1848 to 1850. The 
journal gives a picture of the ordinary life of a New 
England farmer in the mid-nineteenth century. 
Chapin records every event in his daily life from 
cutting hay on the river meadows to herding cows 
to the summer pasture in New Hampshire. His 
many trips to Boston and Quincy markets are an 
important part of his life. He comments on the 
politics of the day and reflects on his happy 
marriage. 

Jane Langton has painstakingly culled 
important parts of the journal and organized them 
into categories related to the issues of the day, such 
as education, religion, and slavery. Now this book 
has been published online by the Lincoln Historical 
Society and is available at the Lincoln Historical 
Society website (LincolnHistorical Society.org). 
The publication includes illustrations of the period, 
a bibliography, a Chapin genealogy, a calendar of 
Chapin’s work on the farm and author’s biography. 

This publication is a resource for the scholar 
researching nineteenth century American history 
and for the person simply interested in the daily life 
of the people of that time period. 
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Barrett | Sotheby's 


INTERNATIONAL REALTY 


| have been invited to join Barrett Sotheby’s 
International Realty based in Lincoln and 
Concord, MA. Although my |5+ years of 
experience in real estate have been happily 
and productively spent in the Weston Office 
of DeWolfe and then Coldwell Banker, after “s a 
careful consideration | have decided to join the Concord $2,495,000 
Barrett Sotheby’s International Realty team. 


The very personalized, quality focus of the 
Barrett Sotheby's office combined with the marketing strength and 
reach of its brand, feels like a perfect match for the high-level of 
customer service | have always prided myself in offering my clients ... 
and for me. 


| am excited by the opportunity this change brings. Please feel free to 
contact me at my new “home”. Concord $569,000 


Terry Perlmutter 
Accredited Real Estate Professional, ABR 


Lincoln $2,649,000 


Locally, independently owned and operated, Barrett continues its 35 year 
history of success. We are proud to bring a premier level of exposure to our 


clients’ properties and the best international network to your doorstep. 


barrettsothebysrealty.com 
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Lisa Baer 


Rita Schulz 


Avrial Young 


Here is Hoping There Will Not Be Any More Deep Snows 


Sketch: © 2014 Harold Dean Smith 
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
2014 


The label on this page notifies you that it is time to renew your 
subscription. 

Our rates starting in 2014 

One year $20 Two year $35 

Kindly fill in this form. 

Name 

Address 

Maik with your check to The Lincoln Review, Inc. 


P. O. Box 6245 
Lincoln Center, Mass. 01773-6245 


Advertisment Rates 
Full Page $90.00 
Half Page $55.00 


% Page $40.00 
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The Lincoln Review Has Good News and Bad News 
Betty and Jeanne have some Good News and some Bad News for our readers and supporters. 


(But first, our all-time favorite Good News/Bad News joke. The scene: a large boat rowed by 
prisoners chained to the oars. The overseer says he has good news and bad news. The Good 
News: there is an extra tot of rum for all the rowers. The prisoners cheer and rattle their chains. 
The Bad News is, the captain wants to go waterskiing this afternoon.) 


The Good News is, you hold in your hands the latest issue of the Review, which has not 
increased subscription fees for at least a decade. 


The Bad News is, postage is going up again and printing costs have risen. 
The Good News 1s, advertising rates have been the same for as long as subscribers’ fees. 
The Bad News is, we will have to raise both ad and subscription rates. 


The Good News 1s, there will be no differential rate for ads placed on the covers, nor will there 
be a higher rate for advertising in the March-April Town Meeting issue despite the broader 
distribution. 


Even more Good News: subscribers will continue to receive compelling and engaging articles 
by and about Lincoln residents six times a year. 


While we’re at it, more Good News. We want to recognize Rob Loud, who every year provides 
a bound copy of all Review issues for the library’s history room—arguably the only complete 
run of the periodical. For many years Rob Loud also taped the issues for the enjoyment of sight 
impaired or audio book aficionados. Now Rob Todd carries on the latter tradition, and a long 
run of the Review on tape and CD are available at the Lincoln library. Hats off to both of you. 
Also Deb Rosson is joining our staff. She will be our Business Manager. Welcome, Deb. We 
are glad to have you aboard. 


TO RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION NOW 
GO TO PAGE 29 FOR INSTRUCTION 
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IL CAPRICCIO 


Ristorante e Bar 


Join us in our newly renovated café 
Best restaurant West of Boston 


888 Main Street 
Waltham 


Monday — Saturday 5 to 10 p.m. 
Reservations: 781-894-2234 


CONCORD OIL COMPANY 


H. B. Knowles Co. - Lincoln 
Maynard & Acton Oil Co. 
Nashoba Oil Co. 
West Oil Co. 
Weston Oil Co. 


The Local Area Energy Company 
24 Hour Service 


978-369-3333 781-259-9000 781-259-8292 


147 Lowell Road Concord 
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Celebrating 100 Years of Service te the Community 


NorthPoint 


PRINTING SERVICES 


Cool stuff to bring your brand to life! f 
www.northpointprinting.com | 


Find us on | 


Facebook t 


Mondays - Friday 7:00-4:00 
Saturday 8:00-3:00 
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BRANSFIELD 


Tree Company LLC 


Complete services for ‘l'rees, Shrubs, and Lawn 


Offering fully Organic Landscape Programs 


791-237-2446 


www.bransfieldtree.com 


Fully Insured, Massachusetts Certified Arborists 


Local References available 
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CONTENTS 
A thank you to Jom Wang for the timely drawing on the cover. The Lincoln Squirrel is 
right on tune. If you would like to take up sketching, check out Tom’s art/drawing 
books. 


Sarah Holden , the Town Moderator, invites us to the upcoming Town Meeting, 5 


Some eighth-grade students would like bike racks at the Brooks and Smith 5 
Schools. Janie Petraglia writes about their presentation at Town Meeting. 
Worried about Route 2? Dan Boyntonwill help you out. rs 
Construction at the Lincoln Library. Perhaps Barbara Myles will give tours 10 
Angela Keaney of the Conservation Commission writes about educating the 11 


Town about wetlands protection. 
Jeanne Bracken talks with the Linco/n Squirre/ founder and editor. Le 
Catch up on the history of the Codman House as well as the Spring Events. 13 
Wendy Hubbard explains that the house and gardens now belong to the 

Historic New England group. 
Faith Wilcox acquaints you with Carro// Schoo/and its curriculum. 16 


Check the Classic Jazz schedule at the Lincoln Library 20 


Betty Smith had the opportunity to visit Lincoln’s new independentelementary 21 
school, Birches. \t is located in the Stone Church. 


The Linco/n Land Conservation Trust has anew map which covers the 70 miles 22 
of trails in town. Geoff McGean contributed his article. 


Palmer Farantells us of activities at the Lincoln’s Historical Society. 23 
Sparrow speaks about his life. Rhoda is the poetry scribe. 23 
Do you know where Brown’s Wood's is? Beverly Eckhardt has lived there 25 


for 46 years. 
Poems by Susan Landon are about the winter past 27 


Minute Men are an important part of Lincoln and America’s past. 29 
Steve McCarthy presents the commemorations of the events of April 1975. 


What’s New at Codman Community Farms? Barbara Rhines, Administration 34 
Manger, keeps us up to date. 
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Kendal Green 
Driving School 


Weston Driver’s Ed 
781-899-6698 


Kendalgreen.com 
drive@kendalgreen.com 


Teaching Safety and Courtesy 


More Than Just Learning To Drive 
We Provide Our Students With 
Hands On Instruction Of Basic Car 
Maintenance And Safety. 
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Town Meeting, Our Unique 
New England Experience 


By Sarah Cannon Holden 


We in New England can count ourselves fortunate 
that our forebears established the Town Meeting 
form of local government. It is direct democracy at 
its best. And it depends upon citizen volunteers. At 
Town Meeting we have a chance to share where we 
have been and where we are going. It is our chance 
to assess our policies and our priorities. It is our 
chance to explore various points of view and to 
debate their merits. 


In the last few years we have come together to 
debate issues ranging from a major school project to 
fluoride in our water. They were hotly debated and 
| points of view vigorously held. It is the hope, 
however, of Town Meeting that those in attendance 

also learned something new and helpful in the 

course of that debate. 


We come now to yet another Town Meeting. We 
arrive here only after months of work by Lincoln's 
dedicated volunteers who work alongside the 
equally dedicated Lincoln staff. I look forward to 
another day of vigorous and thoughtful debate. And 
I am most grateful to the many people who make 
this annual event possible. And it should be known 
that there are always opportunities for young and 
old, new and seasoned to become a part of the 
volunteer core of Town Government. We will be 
looking for you - and hoping that you will speak up 
when you are ready to jump into the fray. 


Let us all come together at 9:30 AM on Saturday, 
March 29th and then go to the polls to vote on 
various issues and for a number of candidates on 
Monday, March 31st. 

Copyright 2014 by Sarah Cannon Holden 
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Brooks School Student 
Petitions Town Meeting 


By Janie Petraglia 


The following article is written by one of the six 8" Grade 
students who participated in the program this year to sponsor 
a Citizens’ Petition to take to Town Meeting. In addition to the 
author, Zoe Belge, Anna Schorb, Jacob Strock, Luke Belge, 
and Cal Hamandi also participated. 


I first heard about this Warrant Article Project at an 
eighth grade assembly. Town Moderator Sarah Cannon 
Holden and Town Clerk Susan Brooks came in to tell us a 
little bit about the Lincoln town government. At the end of the 
assembly, they asked students to raise their hand if they were 
interested in learning more. I raised my hand because I wanted 
to do more extracurricular activities. Many eighth graders 
showed up to the first meeting, but after being introduced to 
what we were about to get into, there were six of us left. We 
decided to call our group the G8 (grade eight) Warrant Article 
Group. We started to meet every Monday in the science room. 

At those Monday meetings we planned and 
discussed. We decided that bike racks were needed in Lincoln. 
With this, we started brainstorming locations of where these 
bike racks would go and started researching the topic. We also 
created a survey and had our grade take it. We presented the 
results to the Board of Selectmen at a meeting at Town 
Offices. We also met with the School Committee. In order to 
make our warrant strong, we had to do a lot of research and 
take pictures. We also had to know our topic well, so we 
would be prepared to answer any question that was asked. 

Then we had to research and calculate the cost of the 
bike racks including the installation cost and the delivery cost. 
We had to know the prices before we met with the Finance 
Committee. 

When it was time to get our idea on the Warrant for 
Town Meeting, we each had to get ten signatures on our 
Citizen Petitions. The whole group had to have 10 signatures 
in total, but we each did our own, so we could experience the 
whole process. I went to Donelan’s and asked people to sign. | 
gave a short explanation and many people were excited to hear 
that group of eighth graders were doing this. 

After handing in our petitions, we attended a meeting 
with the Finance Committee. We presented our prices, but the 
one thing we weren’t sure about was the installation cost for 
the bike rack for the Lincoln Public Library. Short on time, we 
decided to focus on only two locations, the Smith and Brooks 
schools. 

Now, we are getting ready for Town Meeting, where 
all groups share their warrant with the Town. A warrant is a 
proposal for something that the town will vote. In order for 
your warrant to be approved, more than half of the voters have 
to vote “yes”. We are working on a presentation to show at 
Town Meeting. 

I have enjoyed being apart of the G8 Warrant Article 
Group and am looking forward to Town Meeting. 

© 2014 Jan Petraglia 
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Professionally Trained Staff of Employees 


- Certified Arborists - Landscape Architects 
- Certified Horticulturalists _ - Sanitary Engineers 
- Title V Septic Installers - Licensed Carpenters 
Tree Services Excavation 
- Expert Climbing - Septic Systems 
- Structural & Aesthetic - Utility Relocation 
Pruning - Drainage Systems 
- Difficult Tree Removal - Oil Tank Removal 
- 24 hr Emergency Service 


Property Maintenance Landscaping 


- Fertilizing Programs - Landscape Design 

- Tree & Shrub Pruning - Perennial Gardens 

- Edging & Bed Maintenance - Planting 

- Spring & Fall Clean Ups - Lawn Installation 

- Lawn & Field Mowing - Irrigation Systems 

- Snow Plowing & Sanding _ - Poison Ivy Eradication 
- Street Sweeping 


Brick and Natural Stone Masonry 


- Custom Designed Stone Walls, Patios, Terraces 
& Walks w/ Bluestone, Fieldstone, Cobblestone, 
Brick & Granite 


(781) 259-8020 (978) 263-1967 


The Lincoln Review 


For Your Listening 
Enjoyment 


Commuting.....Fixing the Car 
Dusting the House.....Riding the Train 
Lying on the Beach.....Jogging 


The Lincoln Review on CD 


Read by: 
Mr. Rob Todd 


Now available in the Town Library 


DEE FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATION SERVICE 


Serving All Faiths Since 1868 @ Concord’s Oldest & Largest Funeral Home 


1-800-942-1868 = 1-978-369-2030 
wwwilincolncremations.com = www.deefuneralhome,com 
27 Bedford Street » Concord, Massachusetts 


Please call us for assistance with: 
Simple Cremation 
Advanced Planning 

Memorials Celebrating Life 
Traditional Funeral Service 
Personalization a Specialty 


Charles W. Dee Susan M. Dee 
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What’s Up on Route 2? 


By Dan Boynton 


The recent cold weather has stalled much of 
the construction activity on Route 2 this month, but 
it hasn’t restrained the wild, ill-informed rumors 
that are circulating throughout the town. To address 

the most blatant, absurd rumor, NO, the state won’t 
close Route 2 for 15 months and force Concord and 
Acton commuters to use Lincoln’s local roads in 
order to get to work. WB White Construction 
Company is required under their contract to 
maintain the current four lanes of Route 2 traffic 
during morning and evening rush hours and at least 
two lanes (one in each direction) in the 10 AM to 3 
PM mid-day time. 

The only time traffic is stopped on the 
highway is when blasting takes place. A powerful 
drill penetrates into the rock ledge beside the 
highway and dynamite is inserted into the hole. 
Then a number of very heavy blankets made of 
truck tires linked together are laid over the hole. 
Traffic is stopped; the engineer blows one long blast 
on an air horn to warn workers and the dynamite is 
detonated. The truck tire blankets contain most of 
the chunks of rock ledge so the few loose rocks can 
easily be cleared from the road. In about five 
minutes the traffic is resumed. It’s no big deal. 

Over the past year, the greatest source of 
distress has been the wholesale cutting of hundreds 
of large trees. There were many valid reasons why 
such tree removal was necessary. Breakdown lanes 
and service roads needed to be constructed on both 
sides of the highway and this required the clearing 
of long strips of additional land. In some cases 
lowering the ground level beside large trees would 
‘have cut their roots and caused them to 

subsequently die, so these trees were taken as well. 
As aresult, most of the trees that were taken needed 
to be removed. 

However, in addition, the state was granted 
so-called “construction easements” which had 
substantially greater dimensions than the actual 
roadways. The contractor had the legal right to 
clear the land up to the limits of these construction 
easements if this territory was needed to 


a 
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accommodate their machinery. Contract documents 
outlined a carefully selective process of determining 
which trees should be cut, but tree cutting seemed to 
have been done universally in all areas up to the 
boundaries of the easements, including wetland 
replication areas where as many of the large trees as 
possible were required to be saved. 

Since all of the trees were cut down, there 
has been a great deal of discussion in town 
regarding who was responsible for permitting what 
has seemed to be an apparent violation of contract 
terms. It has recently been suggested that the 
Lincoln Selectmen could have prevented this from 
happening. However, that would not have been 
possible because the Selectmen did not have any 
legal authority over the tree-cutting issue. In fact, 
the Town has no official role in regard to any aspect 
of the design or management. 

Route 2 is a state highway built on state- 
owned land. The Route 2 Crosby Corner Upgrade 
is a federal and state funded project. WB White 
Construction Company was required to follow the 
terms of the contract and the Mass Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) was solely responsible 
for providing the monitoring and oversight of the 
construction activity. Town officials can only make 
recommendations and must depend upon the good 
will of MassDOT in responding to our town’s 
proposals. 

Since there is no way of bringing any of the 
trees back, at least a compensatory benefit is that 
cutting down all the trees has considerably 
shortened the construction timetable. A major road 
project of this sort involves a game of musical 
chairs using mounds of dirt and rock as the game 
players. Areas that have too high an elevation have 
to be cut down and areas where there will be 
elevated roads have to be built up. In order to clear 
the land for a new road, you have to dig out huge 
boulders and they have to be put somewhere else 
where rock smashing machines can crush them into 
small pieces and then return them in the form of 
gravel underlayment for the road bed. 
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We Have the Perfect Frame for your Artwork 


\S 
g Largest Selection of Wood & Metal Frames with over 4,500 Styles 
Custom Mats * Dry Mounting * Photo Frames & Albums 
Prints * Posters * Custom Mirrors 
Botanical & Architectural Engravings 
Unbeatable Prices * Quality Fast Service 
All Work Expertly Done on the Premises f 


Visit Our Expanded Art Gallery Featuring Local & International Artists 


478 Boston Post Road «Weston Center 
781-647-1249 * 800-742-1249 
www.florentineframes.com 
florentineframes@aol.com 


@) Like us on 
Facebook 


OGILVIE’S 


It's not just our Quality Products, it’s our 
Commitment To The Community and our 
‘May We Help You” greeting that makes 
our customers feel they have found the 
RIGHT PLACE. 


We carry emergency supplies - candles - flashlights - batteries - sump pumps and 
lanterns - garden supplies - Benjamin Moore paint - bird food - hay and grain - 
nails to solid brass decorative hardware - paint, paint, and more paint from 
California products. 


Heating fuel - budget payment - service contracts - 24 hr. service. 
Daily deliverys Call 781- 894-1265 


Ogilvie’s _Lumber + Hardware 781- 894-1265 


Heatina Oil M-F 7:30 - 5:00 B.L. Ogilvie & Sons Inc. 
g Sat 7:30 - 4:00 39 Warren Ave. Weston 
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There is the need for large expanses of cleared land 
where all this dirt storage and rock moving can take 
place. Such a process is a lot easier when there are 
no trees in the way. 

Of course stripping the land has exposed property 
owners to an open view of highway traffic that was 
previously obscured by a thicket of trees. There 
have been many complaints and the Town has 
established a Route 2 Oversight Committee to 
provide a forum where these issues can be discussed 

and proposals developed for remediation. The town 
has hired its own landscape architect who has met 
individually with abutters to the highway and he has 
developed a comprehensive set of plans that 
specifies the planting of numerous additional trees 
to block the view. 

Although MassDOT is under no legal 
obligation to respond to these proposed changes, 
they have fortunately been quite cooperative in 
considering modifications to the overall plan. A 
new landscape design will likely be approved and a 
request for stockade fences in key areas is currently 
being reviewed as well. So, as a result of intensive 
advocacy on the part of abutters, the Oversight 
Committee, and most especially Peter Braun, 
chairman of the selectmen, and Tim Higgins, town 
administrator, steps are being taken to restore the 
landscape to its former forested appearance. 

Not much has been said about one additional 
benefit from this project. This is the creation of 
new neighborhoods of families that were formerly 
just residents of the highway. These homeowners 
| were totally isolated from the rest of the town. 
| They would have had to risk their lives in order to 
} walk on Route 2 just to visit their next-door 
jneighbors. When the upgrade project is completed, 
jhouses west of Brooks Road will be on a new 
}“Emerson Road,” those east of Brooks Road will be 
living on “Horses Crossing Road” and houses on 
the south side of Route 2 will be connecting to Oak 
}Knoll and Orchard Lane via a newly created “Red 
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Maple Lane.” Children in these homes will be able 
to ride their bikes to visit their friends. 


Construction will continue on Route 2 for at 
least two more years and the disruption will likely 
become even more intense when workers start to 
build the overpass. We all need to find ways to 
support each other as we put up with the noise, the 
dust, and the traffic delays this will create. In the 
end we will have created a highway improvement 
that is good for the Town of Lincoln, good for the 
newly created neighborhoods and good for the 
commuting public. 

Copyright 2014 by Dan Boynton, who was the 
Neighborhood Captain for the Route 2 northwest 
quadrant in the 1990s; he then became a member 
(and later co-chair) of the Lincoln Planning Board 
and was their representative in the Route 2 
planning process; and he is currently serving as a 
member of Lincoln's Route 2 Oversight Committee. 
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Another Construction 
Adventure at the Library 


By Barbara Myles, Director 


Construction began at the library last week 
to expand the fire suppression system to all areas of 
the library. Lots of pipes will be installed to service 
additional sprinklers that will be installed mostly in 
the ceilings. Ah yes, the ceilings. 

To install the pipes above the ceilings, much 
of the existing ceilings must come down. (That’s a 
euphemism for demolish.) It will be messy behind 
the construction barriers but we’ve been assured 
that the open areas of the library will not be 
affected. 

Speaking of the pipes, they will be cut on 
site. A supply of full length pipes will be put into a 
storage container on the lawn of the library near 
Trapelo Road. You may have noticed that there is 
already a storage container at the library. We had to 
clear out the attic and that’s where the stuff went, 
including the bean bags used by the 4" — 6" grade 
Books and Bites Group. 

As for the dumpster at the end of Library 
Lane, that’s where the old ceiling will go. 

The library will be open during this six 
month construction project. During the first three 
months of the project (Phase One), construction will 
be underway on the first and second floors of the 
1989 Gund building addition. The basement will be 
open, which is where we shelve non-fiction books, 
DVDs and music CDs. 

Come and see our new “compact” 
Children’s Room, now located on the second floor 
of the 1884 Preston building. It’s amazing how the 
Children’s Librarians managed to envision the 
space, then turn it into a functioning department. 
You won’t believe how different the magazine 
room looks! Come see it for yourselves--before the 
space reverts back to the magazine room in late 
June. Reference services will have a roving quality, 
based on an unbelievably tiny “desk”. The first 
floor Circulation Desk will be open during the 
entire project. 
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Beginning in April, adult programs that 
usually meet in the Tarbell Room (Classic Jazz, 
Mystery Mondays, Open Mike, Photo Share, Trad 
Jazz Jams, and the Write Stuff) will meet at Bemis 
Hall. Thanks to the Town, we don’t have to pay 
rent for use of the space. 

Phase Two of the project moves 
construction to the Preston building. The 
Children’s Room reopens in its new fire protected 
condition (we hope) by the end of June. Be on the 
lookout for the announcement about the Summer 
Reading Kick Off Party. We are definitely having 
the party. We just haven’t figured out where it will 
be yet. Maybe it will be a last minute flash mob 
party. Stay tuned! 

Copyright 2014 by Barbara Myles. 
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Lincoln Conservation 
Commission 


By Angela Kearney 


The Lincoln Conservation Commission 
continues to explore different ways to reach out to 
residents and home and landscape professionals to 
educate them about wetlands protection laws and 
regulations before work is done on a property. We 
prefer to work with people in a collaborative and 
pro-active manner rather than a defensive or 
reactive one - particularly because we know that 
even a full restoration, required under an 
Enforcement Order does not bring back a habitat 
once it is lost. 

Over the years the Lincoln Conservation 
Commission has made education and outreach a top 
priority. In 2006 we started to send a mailing to 

each new homeowner in town. Our New 
_ Homeowner Packet includes an introductory letter 
and a personalized GIS map with the property, 
wetlands, streams, buffer zones, trails and adjacent 
conservation land highlighted. It includes a variety 
of brochures and a postcard that can be returned 
with boxes a new resident can check requesting 
_more information or a personalized site visit with 
conservation staff. We continue to distribute New 
-~Homeowner Packets on a monthly basis, but instead 
of mailing them, Commissioners hand-deliver them 
_to their new neighbors. We found that the personal 
contact results in greater outreach success. 
| In the spring of 2011 we sent a letter to all 
the building and landscape professionals in our 
' database, reminding them of their responsibilities 
under the Wetlands Protection Act and Lincoln 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw. We offered a few of 
our top priorities for ecologically managing the 
land, including the use of construction and 
} sedimentation control fencing; installation of a 
/riprap apron at the end of the driveway to prevent 
soil, sediment and chemicals from spreading onto 
public roads; reduction and reuse of materials onsite 
and restoring disturbed soils with native, drought 
‘tolerant plants. 
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In 2013 we created another outreach piece — 


Ecological Design, Construction and Maintenance 
Handbook — best practices for balancing site 


construction and land protection. In addition to 
satisfying many of the goals outlined in Lincoln’s 


Comprehensive and Open Space Plans, the 
Handbook offers simple, best practices for 
designing, building and maintaining the land. The 
electronic magazine is a carbon-neutral, on-line 
publication available through the Conservation Page 
on the Town’s website (www.lincolntown.org). It is 
an easy-to-read, non-regulatory document, which 
offers links and practices for site-sensitive 
development. We hope you’ll take a minute to look 
through it and implement its recommendations if 
you are building a new home, adding to your 
existing home, planning a garden, or looking for 
better ways to maintain your property. 

In 2014 we will be reaching out to realtors, 
architects, contractors and other land-use 
professionals. If you want to recommend any 
individuals or firms, please let us know. We will be 
hosting round-table discussions and presentations to 
promote the Handbook and foster open 
communication with our Department. If you have 
questions about your property please contact the 
office to arrange a meeting or site-walk with our 
knowledgeable staff. 

Copyright 2014 by Angela Kearney 
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Hot off the non-Presses: 
Newspaper Debuts in 
Lincoln 


By Jeanne Bracken 


“T don’t make any money,” said Lincoln Squirrel 
founder/editor Alice Waugh. “I do it because I like to and 
because the town needs it” since the weekly Lincoln Journal is 
not able to do a good job covering the town. 

The news business, according to Alice Waugh, is 
evolving constantly. Not so long ago we got our local news 
over the back fence, through the Boston Globe’s pages, and 
from local newspapers like the Fence Viewer and finally the 
Lincoln Journal. As the Information Age advances, the shifts 
have been coming at warp speed. Television news, blogs, 
online programs, Twitter (for the very brief!), Facebook, and 
other popular services share a lot of news about us and our 
neighbors. 

At the same time, the world of print journalism is in 
decline as ad revenues drop with the advent of online 
advertising such as real estate biggie Zillow.com and its 
relatives, and job listings are disseminated faster through 
Monster.com and the like. As a result, local weekly 
newspapers in particular are feeling the pinch. No longer, with 
the loss of this advertising revenue, can the newspaper chains 
pay for editors, photographers, and reporters for each small 
town. Sometimes it seems, with regionalized offices and 
shared staff, that smaller communities like Lincoln get lost in 
the shuffle. 

Enter the Lincoln Squirrel, resident Alice Waugh’s 
online newspaper that started a year or so ago using 
technological expertise gained at MIT. Waugh was raised in 
Lincoln, lived for a time in Connecticut where she worked as a 
newspaper reporter, and returned to town about seven years 
ago. With degrees from Bowdoin (English) and the University 
of California at Berkeley (Journalism), she wrote articles for 
the Lincoln Journal and went to work twenty years ago at 
MIT, a job she continues half time to help cover her children’s 
college tuition. 

Waugh notes that the news business is always 
technology-driven, from various printing processes to radio 
and wire services, which generated a lot of material for 
newspapers. Display classified ads paid the bills and the staff. 
The 19" century saw a leap in newspaper circulation, with 
seven papers in Boston alone. Radio and television brought 
some competition in the 20" century and cuts into the revenue 
of the newspapers, but it was the advent of the internet and the 
World Wide Web in the past two decades that has had the 
greatest impact on the presses of America. “The Internet was a 
bigger technological revolution than most,” she pointed out at 
her Lincoln Academy talk in December. 


“Newspaper hours are difficult, hard to manage with 
a family,” she explained. But the Lincoln Squirrel is a 
different animal, if you will. It started essentially as a blog, 
like Neil Feinberg’s “Lincoln Blogs the Future” that expands 
his columns in the Journal. Unlike newspapers, however, the 
Squirrel is free to subscribers. Contrasting her articles to 
Feinberg’s, she noted that he goes to meetings and writes up 
his columns as commentary, without having to be objective. 

Waugh, on the other hand, finds it easy to gather 
information online since the Massachusetts Open Meeting 
Law requires that minutes and agendas be posted and are 
usually online. She can also research back stories on the 
internet. “I do 99% of it without leaving my desk: land 
records, public notices, and obituaries. Meetings are taped and 
stored on the web so I can watch them the next day. A 
clickable index takes me right to the interesting parts.” 

Starting the online paper didn’t cost her anything, 
since she uses templates from free sources such as 
Wordpress.org. As for income, she says Google ads generate 
pennies. 

The Squirrel does not attempt to be a full-service 
news source; sports, wedding announcements, and opinion 
pieces are not included, although Waugh has published a 
number of letters to the editor on local political topics and 
candidates. She calls herself a Citizen Journalist providing 
hyper-local coverage. 

“T plan to keep doing this as long as I can,” Waugh 
said. “I like to get others to submit ideas, articles and photos— 
it’s easy with digital formats.” She does edit submissions for 
facts and grammar and welcomes ideas. 

Besides the blog that is sent to subscribers, the 
Squirrel has a website that archives posts, provides a calendar 
“widget” at the side of the page, and accepts advertising. 

So why “The Lincoln Squirrel?” Because, she says, 
those little guys bustle all over, are inquisitive, and “it’s better 
than the Lincoln Turkey.” She swears, though, she had no 
intention of implying that Lincoln has an abundance of nuts. 


Copyright 2014 by Jeanne Bracken 
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The Codman House: A 
Lincoln Treasure 


By Wendy Hubbard 


The Codman Estate, c. 1740 

Overlooking a prospect of farm and pleasure 
grounds, this gentleman’s country seat was a powerful 
force in the lives of five generations of the Codman 
family. In the 1790s, John Codman carried out 
extensive improvements to the original Georgian 
house and surrounding grounds. Each generation of 
Codmans left their mark. The interiors, richly 
furnished with portraits, memorabilia, and art works 
collected in Europe and in America, preserve the 
decorative schemes of every era, including those of 
noted interior designer Ogden Codman, Jr. The 
grounds feature a hidden Italianate garden, c. 1900, 
with perennial beds, statuary, and a pool filled with 
water lilies, as well as an English cottage garden, c. 
1930. 
Codman Family Collections 

Donated by Dorothy Codman in 1968, the 
Codman House is Historic New England’s first 
“preservation house” in which the entire contents of 
the house have been maintained essentially as they 
~ were when they came to Historic New England, 
including an extensive collection of decorative and 
household textiles, and family clothing. This is the 
largest and most thoroughly documented collection of 


from Europe and Asia. Additions to the landscape 
include an early 20th-century classical Italian garden, 
an English “cottage garden,” and a greenhouse 
(dismantled in 1998, pending reconstruction). The 
estate now maintains fifteen acres of park-like setting. 
More recently, the landscape and garden statuary has 
undergone significant restoration to bring it back to its 
appearance in the 1930s. 
Codman Family Papers 

Over 100 linear feet of family papers with 
finding aid, family photographs and negatives, 
including many of the architectural drawings of 
Ogden Codman, Jr. are maintained in the Historic 
New England archives for the public, researchers, and 
scholars. The most well-known family member, 
Ogden Codman, Jr. attained professional prominence 
in Gilded Age society as a co-author with Edith 
Wharton of the best-selling design manual The 
Decoration of Houses. Drawing upon classical 
influences from both sides of the Atlantic, he designed 
buildings and interiors for clients including 
Vanderbilts and Rockefellers. An architectural 
historian, he also documented historic structures in 
America and France, a legacy that continues to aid 
scholars today. 


household objects of any Historic New England 
property and contains Historic New England’s most 
significant holdings of Victorian furnishings. Begun 
in the late 18"-century, the Codman exhibit of over 90 
_ paintings is one of the oldest family collections of 
_ European paintings in United States to survive still in 
context. A masterpiece on view in the dining room is a 
| still life (c. 1632), painted by Dutch master Willem 
Claesz Heda, of a table laden with a large glass goblet, 
pewter plates, partially peeled lemon, and half-eaten 
pie. 
Codman Estate Landscape 
The Codman Estate’s landscape, originally a 
commercial farm of about 700 acres in 1740, was 
transformed into a country estate following 18th- 
century English landscape design principles, which 
included unique specimen trees and shrubbery ordered 


Codman Family History 

Chambers Russell (1713-1767), a lawyer, 
legislator, judge, and a founder of the town of 
Lincoln, built a two-story Georgian mansion house on 
the property between 1735 and 1741. On his estate, 
Russell grew corn, hay, oats, and flax and raised 
livestock and poultry, in part using slave labor. 
Russell died in 1767, leaving the estate to be 
administered by executors during the American 
Revolutionary War years on behalf of his son 
Chambers Russell, Jr. By 1790, the younger 
Chambers Russell had died without children, leaving 
the property, which included “the Mansion house with 
front yard” and the “octagon piece of mowing front of 
the grate house about five acres,” to his six-year-old 
nephew Charles Russell Codman. Charles’ father, 
John Codman, was named as executor and began 
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immediately to improve the property on his son’s 
behalf. 

John Codman (1755-1803), who amassed a 
fortune through shipping and trade, expanded the 
Codman Estate and used it as his country seat from 
1790 to 1803. His improvements brought the house 
and grounds to a total of 650 acres. Codman’s major 
impact was to transform the house into a three-story 
Federal-style mansion, much as it is today. Its design 
is attributed to the architect Charles Bulfinch. 

Influenced by the picturesque views, 
productive farmland, and gardens of English estates, 
Codman made improvements to the farm’s 
agricultural productivity, separated the property’s 
ornamental landscapes, and installed the invisible 
retaining wall around the octagon known as a “ha-ha” 
wall. Codman expanded the house in 1768, which 
doubled the staircase, created a large hall for 
entertaining, and added a new kitchen ell. 

The Codman Estate impressed his Waltham 
neighbor, his wife’s cousin and a wealthy sophisticate, 
Rebecca Gore, the wife of a Massachusetts governor, 
who proclaimed it “the handsomest place in 
America.” 

When John’s son Charles Russell Codman (1784- 
1852) came of age, he inherited the estate. Gradually, 
he sold the house and several hundred acres of land, 
piece by piece, to support a lifestyle of travel and 
collecting. A seven-acre strip of land was sold to the 
Fitchburg Railroad less than 200 yards from the house 
and as a result, the MBTA commuter rail train runs 
past the estate today. 

The property was ultimately out of the 
Codman family for fifty-five years. Charles Russell 
Codman’s children and grandchildren regretted the 
sale and endeavored to buy back the property, which 
they eventually did. 

The son of Charles Russell Codman, Ogden 
Codman, Sr. (1839-1904), married Sarah Bradlee 
(1842-1922) in 1861. The young couple purchased 
Ogden’s ancestral estate as a country house in 1862 
and renamed it “The Grange.” Ogden Sr. worked with 
his brother-in-law, architect John Hubbard Sturgis, in 
1863 on improvements to the house and grounds. 
They built a new carriage barn, added plumbing, 
heating, and made several architectural changes. The 
paneled morning room, which retains its original 
1740s woodwork, was redecorated as a library, and 
the dining room became an Elizabethan-style hall. 
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The Codmans had invested heavily in Boston 
real estate. In 1872, these holdings were greatly 
affected by Boston’s Great Fire. Looking for a more 
affordable situation while their assets recovered, 
Ogden, Sarah, and their children relocated to Europe 
in 1874, ultimately living for many years in Dinard, 
France. 

Ogden and Sarah’s oldest son, Ogden, Jr., 
developed an interest in design and returned to the 
United States in 1882 to begin a career as an architect 
and interior designer. His family followed in the 
autumn of 1884, though they continued to return to 
Europe regularly. 

Ogden Jr. became a successful architect and 
designer, most famously articulating his design 
philosophy in The Decoration of Houses, which he co- 
authored with his friend and client, writer Edith 
Wharton. He also designed homes and interiors for his 
society friends, including designs for the Hampshire 
House in Boston and the bedroom interiors at the 
Breakers in Newport, Rhode Island. 

From the mid-1880s through the early 1900s, 
Ogden Jr. worked on the interior decoration of the 
house, emphasizing classicism and Colonial Revival. 
He removed the billiard table from the billiard room to 
create a library in the 1890s, making it a less formal 
space for relaxing and reading. The family's leisure 
pursuits were typical of their class and social standing. 
Brother Hugh was a violinist; Tom a photographer; 
sister Dorothy enjoyed gardening and collecting; 
Alice, travel, reading, painting, and needlework. 
Ogden Jr. continued to travel and settled in France in 
1920. 

The family’s lifestyle was supported by many 
servants. The house staff included a cook, 
chambermaids, chauffeur, parlor maids, and a weekly 
laundress. In 1888, the Codmans added a new 
servants’ wing. The new kitchen included a new 
coal/wood stove and hot water heater, and a bathroom 
with servants’ living space above on the second floor. 

In 1899, Sarah Bradlee Codman began work 
on an elaborate two-year project to create a walled 
Italian garden on the northwest side of the house. 
Ogden Jr. advised his mother on the design that 
included fountains, a canal, pergolas, and statuary. 
The garden reflects the Codman sense of classicism 
and order, sharply contrasting with the picturesque 
forest and meadows surrounding it. Dorothy, like her 
mother, enjoyed tending her own garden. She 
designed a less formal “cottage” garden which was 
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modest in size, but quite sophisticated in design. 
Dorothy used old-fashioned flowers in the Colonial 
Revival style, and planned for a succession of blooms 
throughout the seasons. 


Becoming a Museum 

The idea to give the house to Historic New 
England was put in place by Ogden Jr. in 1920, with 
the intent to preserve an example of an elegant 
country estate. Dorothy Codman made that wish a 
reality in 1968, by leaving the house and immediate 
grounds to Historic New England. The Codman Estate 
gives a glimpse into the story of four generations of 
one family’s life and of 350 years of history, with 
special insight into the daily workings, changing 
fashions, and family ties of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 
Codman House is open June 7 to October 11 on the 
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month. 
Hourly guided tours from 11:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission to the Codman House tours are free to 
Lincoln residents. 


2014 Spring Programs at Codman Estate 

Visit www.historicnewengland.org or call 781-259- 
8098. 

Ogden Codman, Jr. Transatlantic Tastemaker on 
Sunday, April 6, lecture 10:00 a.m., house tour 11:00 
a.m. Free to Lincoln residents. Registration is 
required. Please call 781-259-8098 for more 
information. 

Discover the life and oeuvre of this transatlantic 
tastemaker during a talk featuring quotes and images 
from Historic New England’s archives, followed by a 
tour highlighting Codman’s 1890s redecoration of his 
family home, the Codman Estate. 

Edith Wharton and Ogden Codman, Jr.: A 
Creative Kinship on Sunday April 27, lecture 10:00 
a.m., optional tour 11:00 a.m. Free to Lincoln 

residents. Registration is required. Please call 781- 

259-8098 for more information. 

This illustrated talk, which utilizes original letters held 

in Historic New England's Codman collection, offers 

_ an inside peek into their artistic friendship that 

spanned more than forty years. 

The above programs are supported in part by a grant 
from the Lincoln Cultural Council, a local agency 
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

Blue and White: Ceramics in the Codman 
Collection, Sunday April 13, Lecture 10:00 a.m., 
optional tour 11:00 a.m. 
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Lecturer Elizabeth ten Grotenhuis is professor 
(emerita) of Asian and Japanese art history at Boston 
University. By the 17th century, blue and white 
ceramics encircled the globe. In this talk, we will visit 
East, Central, and West Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. Particular attention will be paid to Asian 
and European blue and white at Codman House, 
including Chinese and Japanese porcelain, a dinner 
service with the famous Blue Willow pattern, and a 
dinner service from Denmark. 

Painting the Secret Garden: A Watercolor 
Workshop for All Ages! Sunday, June 1, 9:00 a.m. - 
noon 

Join Codman Estate Site Manager and watercolor 
painter Wendy Hubbard for a morning of family- 
friendly watercolor painting. Paint watercolor nature 
pictures inspired by the Codman Estate's secret garden 
in full bloom. Fun for dabblers of all ages. 
Appropriate for ages four and up; kids must be 
accompanied by grownups, who are also encouraged 
to get creative and messy. The workshop takes place 
in the Italian Garden. Drop-ins are welcome. Co- 
sponsored with the Lincoln Family Association. 
Copyright 2014 by Wendy Hubbard 


Concord Funeral Home 


74 Belknap at Thoreau * Concord 
978-369-3388 * www.concordfuneral.com 


Caring, Compassionate Service Since 1936 


Services Offered Let Us Help You With 
Traditional Pre-Need Planning 
Memorial Pre-Financing 
Cremation Veterans Information 

Personalized Tributes Social Security Information 


Directors 
Glenn D. Burlamachi « Edmund H. Tunnicliffe, IV 
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Igniting Imagination in 
Writing Composition at 
Carroll School 


By Faith Wilcox 


The Carroll School curriculum is based on the 
belief that smart children with language-based learning 
disabilities, such as dyslexia, become successful students 
given proper instruction within a positive environment. 
Our goal is to nurture the full potential of our bright, 
capable students through mastery of skills, development 
of a ‘toolbox’ for lifelong learning, and the celebration 
of the individual strengths of each student. With an 
overall student-teacher ratio of 3:1, our faculty is able to 
deliver instruction that is customized for each individual 
child. Carroll’s curriculum is based on the principles of 
the highly structured Orton—Gillingham approach and 
provides our students with a supportive, 
developmentally-appropriate platform from which they 
can reach their academic potential and prepare for 
future success. 

As a language-based school for Grades 1-9, 
Carroll’s focus is the development of important skills 
such as listening comprehension, reading 
comprehension, and oral and written communication. In 
Carroll’s Middle School students continue to explore 
advanced aspects of reading and writing skills. In the 7" 
and 8"" grades, students have the opportunity to work on 
a variety of creative writing assignments such as essays, 
paragraphs, poems, dialogues, and short stories. For 
example, ‘Writing Composition’ classes emphasize the 
entire writing process: Planning, Organizing, Writing, 
Editing/Revising, and Rewriting (POWER). Students 
also learn how to write for different audiences and in 
different forms. 

In a recent writing exercise, Liza Feldman, 
Middle School English Language Focus Area teacher, 
asked her students to read the poem “Swift Things are 
Beautiful,” by Elizabeth Coatsworth. In this poem, 
Coatsworth writes about opposites (swift things and 
slow things) that share a common characteristic (beauty). 
After a careful analysis of the poem’s content and 
structure, the students were asked to write a poem in a 


similar style. Like Coatsworth, they were instructed to 
write about two seemingly ‘opposite’ ideas that share a 
common characteristic. To emphasize the steps of the 
writing process, they were instructed to complete 
brainstorming and planning activities before writing 
their poems. The students revised several drafts with 
feedback from their teacher and classmates. Although 
the poems are modeled on Coatsworth’s poem, the 
thoughtful insights, vocabulary, images, and messages 
included in these poems are the students’ original ideas. 


Symbolic 


The being of a fish is symbolic 

The native people of America know 

That the fish they live upon 

Who rush through the icy clear streams 

With scales body’s as red as burning fires 

Are of their parent’s parents and of ancestors long ago 
Who give up their bodies to their children’s children 


The birds who whistle through the wind are symbolic 
The people of Africa know 
Shooting down such creatures for a child is heroic 
Who rise miles high diving like torpedoes to the 
ground in life daring courtship 
With feathers of dazzling flames 
They are of the people who have been reincarnated 
nine times 
Closest to god and the freest of all beings, they are 
immortal 

Lili, 8" grade 


From the Stage and From the Seats 
From the stage 


You have the power 
The watchers in your hand 
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Mesmerized 

From the seat 

You have the privilege 

The darkness is yours 

Cloaking the watchers from reality 


But from the stage 

If you falter the power is lost 

To the darkness below 

You break the shield in which you had before 


And from the seats 
When the final curtain calls 
You leave and with you the power goes 
like the ebbing of the ocean waves retreating to the open 
sea 
McKenna, 8" grade 


Summer and Winter 


Summer is beautiful 

With the sweet song of birds 

The warm sun watching over 

And children’s laughter in the summer glow 


Winter is beautiful 

With the quiet and peacefulness of the air 

The cold air nips noses 

And the crunch of footsteps on the frozen snow 
Katrina, 8" grade 


Bald and Hairy 


Bald things are beautiful: 
Strong willed like a cancer patient, 
_ When they are on their last straw. 
- Thoughtful like a hairless cat, 
_ When its owner is sick. 
-Slick-headed like an eagle, 
As it soars the sky. 
: 
Hairy things are beautiful: 
Like a Lion’s Mane mushroom, 
Healing the ones who are in need. 
Like a coconut when it is 
Hydrating the people of its country. 
Old like a woolly mammoth, 
Who gave us the knowledge of our past. 
MacKenzie, 8" grade 


To learn more about Carroll School, go to our 
website www.carrollschool.org or call us at 781- 
259-8342. 


Article contributed by Faith Wilcox, Director of 
Communication, Carroll School 


© 2014 Faith Wilcox 
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Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 


11 Greenridge Lane, Lincoln 
$429,900 


221 Lincoln Road, Lincoln 11 Juniper Ridge, Lincoln 
$580,000 $775,000 


Denise Bienfang Sandra Bradlee Doug Carson Penny Cotoni Susan Law Stacy Osur Richard Panetta 
781-259-8028 617-840-2321 617-448-1913 781-259-1070 508-954-7753 781-724-3513 781-953-0825 


Giving You Every Real Estate Advantage 


Personalized Service * Local Expertise * Extensive Internet Exposure 


Your Trusted Real Estate Advisors 


1 TEOOEOB SRST! ILE TTI fT IEICE LOSE CLED AE BTR EID AIEEE PO IEE SHI! ER OEE TE" 


46 Bedford Road, Lincoln 
$819,000 


ke a SR 


4 Old Farm Road, Lincoln 
$979,000 


129 Lexington Road, Lincoln 
$1,575,000 


NE MOVES 
Mortgage, LLC 


An Affiliate of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 


La 


Karen Paradies Diana Smith Lois Tetreault Vita Theriault Jeff Morgenstern 
Manager/SVP 


508-259-4495 781-259-1822 | 617-285-4255 781-864-1393 617-686-8618 


Brokerage istings may not appear on the above websites. 


cl 


LASSIC 
AZZ 


Kid won't let his 
"Muskrat Ramble’, 


unless you come to CJALL 


2013-2014 Presentation Schedule. 
Presentations are at the Lincoln Library at 7:30 PM 


(Except as noted) 


Sep 11, 2013 Harold McAleer Near/Far/Old/New/Borrowed/Blue 
Oct 09, 2013 Dave Whitney The Horn of Plenty 
Nov 12, 2013 Dean Smith Pounding the Skins 
Dec 11, 2013 Joel Wechsler Ragtime-Beyond the Maple Leaf 
Jan 08, 2014 John Clark Lost In The Reeds 
Feb 12, 2014 Norm Michols Video Favorites from 20’s Jazz 
Mar 12, 2014 Peter Gerler New Orleans Jazz - Today 
Apr 09, 2014 Nick Ribush Australian Jazz: 

The Melbourne Sound Part II 
May 14, 2014 To Be Determined. 


May 28,2014 End Of Season Live Performance 
Artist: Dan Gabel's High Society Orchestra 
Where: Bemis Hall — When: 7:00 PM — Public Welcome!!! 


For more information about CJALL contact the Lincoln Library at 781-259-8465 
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A VISIT TO BIRCHES IN 
LINCOLN 


By Betty Smith 


We had our first Birches field trip to the 
New England Aquarium. After studying the ocean 
and its inhabitants, students were amazed to see 
and even touch many of the creatures about which 
they had learned so much. Our Kindergartners 
have been studying penguins and enjoyed observing 
and drawing the Rockhopper, Little Blue and 
African penguins. Our 2” and 3” Graders have 
studied ocean mammals and were able to enjoy the 
seal show despite the chilly weather. Here, 
Kindergartners are happily and gently stroking the 
cow nose rays .What an exciting day for all of us! 


The above is a blog posted by Birches 
School, our new independent elementary school in 
Lincoln, started in 2012. One Friday afternoon in 
March I visited for a few hours. Some of the 
children were working on a small “book” about the 
creatures in the ocean. Yes, I did learn a lot. It was 
explained to me that they went with the COA to the 
New England Aquarium, their first field trip on a 
bus. 

Then I went into the next room and talked 
with the teachers and some of the children about the 
“T-Shirt Factory” math congress. This was the 20 
and 3" graders’ math project. They simulated the 
establishment and management of a company. In 
addition to deciding the colors and design of the T- 
shirts, they had to decide whether to place the order 
overseas or with a company in America. 
| In the middle of the afternoon, parents 
arrived to pick up their children. The youngsters 
headed for the playground while the parents visited. 
This gave me time to visit with the Head of the 
School, Elizabeth ten Grotenhuis. She told me how 
lucky the school is to be located on the lower floor 
of the Stone Church where they have cheerful 
rooms to use and large windows to bring in light 
and lovely views of the land around them. 
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Elizabeth emphasized that Birches School has a 
nature-based, individualized STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, mathematics) 
curriculum, plus literacy, including Spanish literacy. 
Many of the classes are out on the nature paths of 
Lincoln. They go to the Lincoln Library and 
deCordova. Right now the grades are K-3 and they 
plan to grow to K-6. They are pleased that Tom 
Gumbart from the Conservation Commission and 
Geof McGean from Rural Land Foundation are 
advisors . While we were talking we could see a 
Yoga class in the next room. 

Elizabeth emphasized that the curriculum is 
nature- and community-based, student-centered and 
designed to meet each child’s individual needs and 
perspectives. Yes, the school derives its name from 
Robert Frost’s poem called “Birches.” 

When I see birches bend to left and right 

Across the lines of straighter darker trees, 

I like to think some boy’s been swinging 

them 

Earth’s the right place for love... 


The school works with the parents and the 
parents work cooperatively to share in the joy of 
creating a growing school. Birches tries to keep 
tuition low and expects parents to help according to 
their interests and abilities. The Birches has a 
relationship with the Lincoln Public School, 
Recreation Department, and LEAP. 


Birches invites you to a party in the Pierce 
House on April 11 at 6:30. More information 
available on their website. 


The material for this piece was gathered from a visit 
to Birches School and its website. 
Copyright 2014 by Betty Smith 
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Explore Lincoln with the 
New Trail Map 


By Geoff McGean 


The Lincoln Land Conservation Trust 
(LLCT) is pleased to announce that an updated trail 
map 1s now available for the 70 miles of trails that 
connect private and public conservation lands 
throughout town. The new map is the result of a 2- 
year coordinated effort by the Town’s Conservation 
Commission and the LLCT. All of the trails were 
accurately located through the use of a GPS system 
out in the field led by the town’s Conservation Land 
Manager, Dave McKinnon. In addition to the 
familiar red marking discs out on the trails, there are 
several new features both in the field and on the 
updated map. In larger conservation areas with 
numerous trails, there are now markers with letter- 
number combinations to help guide the trail user. 
Also shown are the numbered metal bollards gates 
where emergency vehicles can access some of the 
wider trails. 

For those wanting to access trails outside of 
Lincoln’s trail network, the map shows connecting 
trails in Concord, Weston, Wayland, Minuteman 
National Historical Park and the Walden Pond 
reservation The Lincoln section of the Bay Circuit 
Trail (BCT) is also included in this edition of the 
trail map. The BCT is a trail and conservation 
corridor that extends through 34 towns in Eastern 
Massachusetts and encompasses protected open 
space for over 200 miles from Plum Island and 
Ipswich on the North Shore to Duxbury/Kingston 
on the South Shore. 

The tear-resistant, folded trail maps are 
available at the LLCT/Rural Land Foundation 
(RLF) office (above the Post Office at Lincoln 
Station), Something Special, the Old Town Hall 
Exchange, the Lincoln Public Library, the Town 
Office Building, and the Mass Audubon Shop at 
Drumlin Farm. Maps are $10 each, or $8 for LLCT 
members who come to the LLCT/RLF offices in 
person. The office also has unfolded maps suitable 
for mounting or hanging on a wall. 


i) 
in) 
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In addition to the work of Dave McKinnon, 
the trail map effort was led by Anna Wilkins of the 
LLCT and a trail map committee consisting of Buzz 
Constable (president of the LLCT), Ellen Meadors, 
Ellen Withrow, Margaret Flint, James 
DeNormandie and many others who helped in the 
review process. 

The LLCT has published the trail map since 
its inception in 1957. The first trail map dates back 
to 1970 and this map will be the 6" edition. The 
LLCT also plays an important role in the 
maintenance of trails throughout town and is proud 
to be a part of the conservation history in Lincoln. 
Copyright 2014 by Geoff McGean 
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Lincoln Historical Society 
Annual Meeting Sunday, 
May 4, 2014, at 3:00 p.m. 
Lincoln’s Legacy of 
Technology 


By Palmer Faran 


The annual meeting of the Lincoln 
Historical Society will be held on May 4, at 3:00 at 
Bemis Hall. It will feature a talk on Wang 
Laboratories, the computer giant founded by 
Lincoln residents Dr. An Wang and Dr. Ge-Yao 
Chu. It will be the third in a series on Lincoln’s 
) technology entrepreneurs. Edward Grayson, former 
corporate counsel of Wang Labs, will be the main 
| speaker. 
| In October the second in the technology 
‘entrepreneur series took place at the Commons in 
| Lincoln. The program featured the Hatsopoulos 
| Brothers who founded Thermo Electron 

Corporation. The previous year the Society and the 
+Cemetery Commission hosted a program on the 

Arborvitae Cemetery. The Society has sponsored 
hikes for the whole family around Lincoln trails 

covering the history of those particular areas. 

In May 2013 the Society’s annual meeting 
featured Lincoln’s history of open space planning. 
Speakers Beth Ries and Buzz Constable, with 
special guest Robert Lemire, presented a survey of 
Lincoln’s land use history. 

The Historical Society has recently been 
focusing on programs in conjunction with other 
town organizations. This year in February the 
Society co-sponsored with the Lincoln Town 
Archives a forum on online archives, using modern 
archival technology to create and disseminate 
historical records. Marie Wasnock, Lincoln Town 
Archivist, and Tom Blake, Digital Projects Manager 
for the Boston Public Library, led the discussion. 

On March 9 a special program was held 
jointly with the Library to celebrate the electronic 
publication of Jane Langton’s Strong Hands and a 
Willing Heart, An Introduction to the Journal of 
James Lorin Chapin, 1848-1850. Harry Hoover and 
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Mary Ann Hales spoke of the work Jane Langton 
had labored over as she took parts of the Journal 
and organized them into categories, with quotations 
from other writers of the time and including 
illustrations from the period. The diary may be 
found on the Society’s website: 
lincolnhistoricalsociety.org. 

One of the missions of the Historical Society 
is to publish books about Lincoln, its history and its 
people. In addition to the online publication of 
Chapin’s Journal, in April 2013 the Society 
published Embattled Farmers: Campaigns and 
Profiles of Revolutionary Soldiers from Lincoln, 
Massachusetts, 1775-1783 by Rick Wiggin. 
Copyright 2014 by Palmer Faran 


Siriusly: Diary Entries from 
A Dog's Life 


by Sparrow Taschioglou 


Off to the Audubon store again! 

I really can’t remember when 
We’ve gone so often to that place 
Where all those birds are in my face. 


Our feeder’s had an A-list guest-- 
Dropped in from a bluebird’s nest-- 
Mere peasant seed can no longer do it; 
Now we must buy High Energy Suet. 


A subtle suggestion that we also stop 
In Concord where they have a shop 
Whose elegant cheese I love to see-- 
My personal favorite is the brie! 


A gentle reminder lest they forget 

I too am a very classy pet; 

Not to be fed like some lowly hog 
(Even if my mother WAS a cattle dog.) 


Copyright 2014 by Sparrow’s human Rhoda 
Taschioglou 
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In the heart of Lincoln: The Old Town Hall embodies beauty, civic generosity, 
volunteerism and vision that has characterized Lincoln for generations. 


AoA) Repeal 


% The Hall was built in 1848 for $2200 near the site of the present Bemis Hall. 


* In December 1848 at its inaugural Town Meeting, it was agreed the Hall would be “opened 
without charge for all Political, Temperance, Antislavery & Peace Meetings and Lecturers for Lyceum, and 
Singing Schools, for Picnics, Pairs and Sabbath School celebrations and for all Literary & Scientific Lecturers,” 


%* In 1852 Lincon’s first high school was opened on the Hall’s first floor. 
%* In the early 1870s the Hall became the site of Lincoln’s first public library. 


* In 1884, wich the present library completed and a new Town Hall (now Bemis Hall) built, the 
Old Town Hall was acquired from the town by James Lorin Chapin, moved downhill adjacent to 
the “white church” and maintained as a general store and post office for the next 27 years. 


* In 1918 Charles Sumner Smith bought the Old Town Hall and moved it to its present site on 
Lincoln Road. It took several days to skid the building to its new location; throughout, its general 
store remained open for business. 


* In 1962, when Sumner Smith offered the building for sale, a group of concerned citizens formed 
a non-profit corporation to purchase and restore the Old Town Hall for the continued benefit of the 
town. The Lincoln Old Town Hall Corporation recently celebrated its 5Oth anniversary of service to 
the residents of Lincoln by managing and maintaining the building for the benefit of the town. 


% The Old Town Hall is lisced in the Massachusetts and National Registers of Historic Places. 

As it has for generations, it continues to serve Lincoln as a gathering place, a host for local business, 
and a stately historic focal point. The Old Town Hall Exchange is a homegrown and volunteer-run 
gift shop and consignment store that is a model for other Womans Exchanges in the US. 


ALBA Ue LR OP Cee 


Please be part of this proud legacy by contributing to its future. Continued 
stewardship of The Old Town Hall relies completely on chartiable donations. 
The Old Town Hall receives no tax dollars. Please give generously to the 
Lincoln Old Town Hall Corporation this year so that this living piece of 
Lincon’s past can stay vital and relevant into the future. Keeping the 
lights on, water out, lawns mowed, and doors open for over 50 years. 


wwwlincolnoldtownhall.org 
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MY 46 YEARS ON LAUREL DRIVE 


Beverly Eckhardt 


This past September, Kathy Corbin and Jeff 
Brown invited all present and past residents of 
Brown’s Wood to a party at their beautifully 
renovated home to celebrate the 60" anniversary of 
the formation of the Brown’s Wood Corporation in 
1953. The Brown-Corbin residence had been the 
residence of Ann and Ranny Gras, the original 
founders of this residential community. Nearly 60 
people attended. 

I became a resident on Laurel Drive in 1968, 
following my marriage to Homer. He had been 
among the group of people with connections to MIT 
who worked to develop Brown‘s Wood. Laurel 
Drive cuts through the center of the area and is 
intersected by Moccasin Hill coming up from 
Weston Road. Twenty-three houses are located in 
Brown’s Wood., and most were designed by private 
architects in Mid Century Modern style., with flat, 
unornamented surfaces, gently sloping roofs and 
lots of glass. Details on the development of 
Brown’s Wood can be found in articles by Adeline 
Naiman and by Ruth Wales in Lincoln by Lincoln, 
compiled by Mary Ann Hales in 2004 in 
conjunction with the 250" anniversary of the town. 

Upon marriage I entered an instant family of 
four stepchildren. Gretchen and Julie were in their 
final years at Lincoln-Sudbury and lived with us but 
visited their mom in the summer. Jason and Kris 
lived with their mom during the school year and 
spent the summer months with us in Lincoln. Our 
daughter Anneliese “Lili” arrived in December 
1969. 

By 1970, Brown’s Wood had changed since 
its founding. Kids had grown up and moved away. 
Lili had no little girls to play with on Laurel Drive. 
Fortunately, she met Anna Davy down Conant Road 
and they became good friends. 


Valley Pond, developed in 1961 with 
financial support from the Brown’s Wood 
Corporation and lots volunteer work by residents, 
was the summer recreation center. Each lot in 
Brown’s Wood is given a membership share so 
families need only pay the summer usage fee. When 
a family sells its property, the membership share 
passes to the buyer, 

Lili learned to swim at the Pond under the 
expert instruction of Pool Director Bill Wentworth 
and his assistants. Kris worked part-time on 
maintenance. He referred to Mr. W, as “Mr. 
Blister” because of his chronic sunburn. Kris, who 
now lives in Portland, Maine, remembers the 
titillating rumor circulated by staff that Joan Risch, 
who vanished from her home on Old Bedford Road 
in December 1961, had been murdered and her 
remains thrown into the cement mixer used in 
constructing the dam at the north end of the Pond. 
Whatever actually happened to Mrs. Risch, no 
evidence has ever turned up at the Pond and no 
murderer identified. It remains a mystery. 

Our kids moved on to college and jobs and 
marriage. We now have six grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. Homer left Polaroid during its 
decline and became a adjunct professor in the 
Engineering Department at Tufts University before 
entering total retirement. When my mother, who 
had been living with us, needed nursing home care, 
I began work as Co-Director of the Long Term 
Care Ombudsman Program at Eliot Community 
Human Services. I retired in 2006 after 17 years of 
service. 

By the 50" anniversary of Brown’s Wood, 
only four of the original residents remained. Young 
families had bought homes as they became 
available and kids were once again living on 
Laurel Drive. 
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In 2005, a small group of the newer 
residents proposed renewing the Brown’s Wood 
Corporation with the participation of the Lincoln 
Historical Society. The hope was that the existing 
Modern houses could be preserved and tear-down 
“mansionization” prevented. Several meetings were 
held, but support was never great enough to take the 
proposal to Town Meeting. Today, in spite of 
several changes in ownership, no_ significant 
changes to the style structures have taken place. 

To conclude, I want to mention some of the 
environmental changes on Laurel Drive since I 
arrived here. To me the most striking change has 
been the nearly complete disappearance of Lady’s 
slippers. Moccasin Hill was named for the pink 
Lady’s slippers that grew everywhere in Brown’s 
Wood. One suspects that some key environmental 
factor has been altered. Our bird population has 
changed considerably. We no longer hear Baltimore 
Orioles on Memorial Day now that the large elm on 
the former Hunsaker property succumbed to Dutch 
Elm Disease. Large numbers of crows and blue 
jays died from West Nile Virus. They have not yet 
gotten back to their original numbers. Deer, some 
carrying ticks and Lyme Disease, have flourished 

After 46 years, I still find Brown’s Wood is 
a great place to live. We have warm, caring 
neighbors and a beautiful environment surrounding 
us. How fortunate we are to be here! 


© 2014 Beverly Eckhardt 
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Poems by Susan Landon 


A Nightingale, Perhaps Sree atitad a inte 
Starving KRODINS 


It was a winter of remorse 

spent in blizzards and snowdrifts 
endlessly tunneling toward the light, 
then slogging one day through slush 
almost too heavy to toss over drifts. 


On a mild February day 

not long after a blizzard, 

a gaunt robin flew by me, 

and alit on the only bare grass. 
In twos and threes, more 

soon landed, and began 


I soon had company, a few birds feebly hunting for worms. 


warbling off key in the neighboring pine. 
Cacophony, true, but company. 

Then from up high came a trilling, 

a proud, beautiful song. 


© 2014 Susan Landon 
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White-Tailed Deer 


Cars are climbing 

a steep, wooded hill 
grown fashionable 
for human habitation. 


Snow Flurries A big, Sassy doe 

steps out in front 

This year, the trees to let them know 

are wind-lashed and bare. the world’s still wild, 

Today, for half an hour that a regal 

when the air was filled prancing gait can 

with flurries, first delicate, still command respect. 

then large, my spirit 

danced with them. In the wood, her friend 
laughs down gulps 

© 2014 Susan Landon of spring air. Soon 


they are two white tails 
dancing in the dusk. 


© 2014 Susan Landon 
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The Lincoln Minute Men 
March On 


By Steve McCarthy 


As the snow melts, you may find the 
Lincoln Minute Men drilling in preparation for this 
year’s cycle of commemorations of the events of 
April, 1775 (see the calendar following this article). 
All are meant for the enjoyment of onlookers and 
participants of all ages. The LMM have five 

‘constituent groups: the soldiers, the musicians 

(fifers and drummers), the 18" century 
townspeople, the color guard (children and adults), 
and our Friends and supporters. 

The Lincoln Minute Men are constantly 

learning and seeking to improve our presentations. 
We delve into the historical images, documents and 
scholarly debates that result in a better 
understanding of the role of minute companies 
during the early stages of the American Revolution, 
especially in 1775. This past year, we celebrated the 
publication of LMM historian Rick Wiggin’s 
Embattled Farmers, Campaigns and Profiles of 
Revolutionary Soldiers from Lincoln, 
Massachusetts, 1775-1783, available for purchase 
from the Lincoln Historical Society’s website. 

The Lincoln Minute Men were reconstituted 
ity the Town in 1966 in anticipation of our nation’s 
bicentennial. Modern LMM Captain and founder 
Henry Rugo was allowed by the Smithsonian to 
handle original clothing of the Revolutionary period 
in order to replicate shirts, waistcoats and breeches. 
Since then, the Company has introduced woolen 
frockcoats for cooler days and lighter linen work 
jackets for Bunker Hill Day and the Fourth of July. 

A picture tells a thousand words, so before 
reading on for some highlights of the April 2014 
season, please visit 
www.facebook.com/lincolnminutemen or 
www.lincolnminutemen.org for photos of past 
years’ events. These are meant to encourage you to 
|participate! One opportunity will be a walk (not 

march) with the LMM three miles along Sandy 
Pond Road to Concord on the morning of Patriots’ 
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Day. The Company is permitted to fire or “clear” 
our weapons as far as the Concord line. The first 
stop will be at Sandy Pond and Baker Bridge Roads 
where a stone marker recalls the arrival of men 
from south Lincoln to join those marching from the 
town common, the site of present-day Bemis Hall. 
At this juncture there is a short ceremony, then the 
drums depart via truck for the Concord parade, 
while the fifers continue accompanying the soldiers 
and townsfolk. For me, a high point every year is 
crossing Route 2, with the help of a Lincoln police 
cruiser that stops traffic in both directions, “Make 
Way for Ducklings’—style. The bleary-eyed, and 
sometimes impatient, commuters find themselves 
transported “full stop” out of their workaday world 
as the minute men march across the highway. 

Residents of Lincoln receive an April Events 
2014 brochure from the Recreation Department. If 
you would like a .pdf or .doc attachment for 
forwarding to friends, please contact 
friends@lincolnminutemen.org. Another resource to 
discover events sponsored by other local minute 
companies is www.battleroad.org. The LMM will 
be participating in the Bedford Pole Capping on the 
morning of April 12", followed in the afternoon by 
our commemoration of the capture of Paul Revere 
by Regular officers within the confines of Lincoln 
(and today’s Minute Man National Historical Park). 

As many may have heard, this Patriots’ Day 
weekend, the annual Saturday morning “Battle 
Road” reenactment will not take place. Last fall, 
MMNHFP faced the possibility of serious budget and 
staffing cuts and felt it would be difficult to support 
a safe and well managed battle. Instead, there will 
be commemorative events at the North Bridge in 
Concord that morning, while the LMM will be 
inhabiting Hartwell Tavern to greet otherwise 
disappointed onlookers with demonstrations of 3" 
century life. 

There is good news, however. As always, 
the battle reenactment in Lexington’s Tower Park 
will take place Saturday April 19" at 4:00 p.m. The 
rules of engagement here differ from those in our 
National Parks. Patriots and Regulars are allowed to 
aim at their opponents (rather than use oblique 
simulations) and to fall to the ground when 
“wounded” or “killed.” A sidewalk along 
Massachusetts Avenue allows the public wonderful 
vantage points over the battle as it moves across the 
three fields below. It is both accessible and safe for 
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children (they may want to cover their ears). 

Every event this April is worth your 
consideration, and many of us have our personal 
favorites. The most recent addition is the Dawn 
Tribute, a moving ceremony that commemorates the 
patriots buried in the nearby “Old Meeting House 
Cemetery,” while those interred in the “Old Burial 
Ground” on Lexington Road are honored the 
following Sunday. At that ceremony, British re- 
enactors join the LMM to honor five Regular 
soldiers killed along the Bay Road on April 19, 
1775, within the town’s boundaries. Lincoln lost no 
men that day, although they were the first to arrive 
at North Bridge to support their neighbors in 
Concord. Lincoln had become its own town from a 
precinct of Concord just twenty years earlier. 

This year’s “Lincoln Salute” promises to be 
as rousing a musical presentation as ever, and 
boasts the first appearance by the nationally 
recognized U.S. Army Old Guard Fife & Drum 
Corps, a coup for Lincoln and a tribute to the talents 
of our own Fifes & Drums. And don’t miss this 
year’s annual Patriots’ Week lecture on Tuesday, 
April 22"°. The Concord Museum has gathered an 
extraordinary collection of objects associated with 
April 19, 1775 ina special exhibit that opens just 
four days before. Join curators David Wood and 
Joel Bohy for an illustrated talk on the exhibit’s 
highlights. A preview is available at 
http://www.concordmuseum.org/shot-heard-round- 


the-world.php 
Finally, the LMM are working with Minute 


Man Park to donate furnishings for the Capt. 
William Smith House, visible as you turn onto 
Route 2A from Bedford Road. Your contributions 
to this effort c/o The Lincoln Minute Men, Inc. are 
most welcome. This was the home of the 
Company’s first captain, “Billy Smith,” who was 
also Abigail Adams’ brother. Capt. Smith rode into 
town early on the morning of April 19" 1775 and 
then on to Concord, as commemorated by our 
annual “Alarm and Muster” ceremony. 


Copyright 2014 by Steve McCarthy, a past Captain 
of the Lincoln Minute Men and board member of 
the Lincoln Historical Society and the Friends of 
Minute Man National Park. 
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Summer Camp at de Cordova 


What is a Hive ? 


This summer deCordova is having a 
summer camp that aims to connect kids to art, ideas, 
and nature. In deCordova’s 30-acre Sculpture Park, 
there will be four themed week-long sessions which 
connect the kids to real world ideas, unbounded 
creativity, and inspiring innovation. The children 
are divided into 5-7 and 8-12 age groups. 

This will be a full day program, 9:30a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. 

Early drop-offs available at 8:30 a.m. 

Sign up for one week or any combination. 

2014 sessions of the hive are: 


July 7-11 July 14-18 
Knots Flora 

Nature Fauna 

Crafts Fake 

July 21-25 July 28-August | 
Spaces Landscape 
Stories Languages 
Tools Design 


Members and non-members are 
welcome to call 781-259-8355 to 
learn more and register. 
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Lincoln Minute Men: April Events 2014 
Saturday, April 12: PAUL REVERE CAPTURE CEREMONY 
Minute Man National Historical Park, 3:00 p.m. 
The LMM march down Battle Road and narrate the story of Revere’s capture at the actual site. Hear Revere, 
Samuel Prescott, William Dawes, Mary Hartwell, even Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Music, dramatic reading 
and musket fire in the Park. For all ages. 


Saturday, April 19: 18° CENTURY LIFE AND BATTLE AT TOWER PARK 
Hartwell Tavern in MMNH Park, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; Tower Park in Lexington, 4:00 p.m. 
The LMM recreate life at Hartwell Tavern on April 19, 1775 and in the afternoon regroup to battle the 
Regulars at Tower Park, Lexington at 4:00 p.m. Details at www. hat/leroad org. 


Sunday, April 20: LINCOLN SALUTE: Festival of 18th Century File & Drum Music 
Prerce Park, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
The LMM host musical groups from near and far, including stalwart 1° Michigan and the U.S. Army’s Old 
Guard Fife & Drum Corps, making a first appearance. Bring your picnic and lawn chairs for rousing 
entertainment. 


Sunday, April 20: ALARM & MUSTER AT THE WHITE CHURCH 
Library Lawn opposite First Parish, 7:00 p.m. 

An ancient Revolutionary War veteran reminisces about those fateful early hours of April 19. 1775. 
Capt. William Smith rides down the hill to alarm the citizens of Lincoln. Bells ring, drums roll and the LMM 
fall in on the steps of the church to receive their marching orders to defend Concord. Then march with the 
LMM to Pierce House for a firing demonstration. 


Monday, April 21: DAWN TRIBUTE AND MARCH TO THE CONCORD PARADE 
Outside Bemis Hall, 6:45 a.m.; Concord Parade 9:00 a.m. 
The LMM salute the patriots buried in the Old Meeting House Cemetery as they emerge from the mists of the 
burial ground for roll call. Fifers play a lament and the muskets fire a volley. Then join the LMM as they walk 
Sandy Pond Road to Concord amid colonial music and musket fire. All ages welcome (3 miles)! 


Tuesday, April 22: “THE SHOT HEARD ROUND THE WORLD: APRIL 19, 1775” 
Benus Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
The LMM invite you to an illustrated lecture by Concord Museum curator David Wood and Skinner specialist 
Joel Bohy on the museum’s new exhibition: The Shot Heard Round the World. They will present an hour-by- 
hour account of that fateful day and discuss artifacts from their exhibit that shed new light on the day’s events. 


Sunday, April 27: OLD BURIAL GROUND TRIBUTE 
Prerce House, 2:30 p.m. 

March with the LMM and the Regulars to the Old Burial Ground on Lexington Road to honor the patriot dead 
and five British soldiers killed in Lincoln along the Battle Road. Hear Mary Hartwell tell her story of their 
burial. Ceremonies include tributes, music and prayers for both sides, with musket salutes by the LMM and the 
Regulars. A reception follows at Pierce House at 4:00 p.m., courtesy of the Lincoln Historical Society. 
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What’s New at Codman Community 
Farms? 


By Barbara Rhines, CCF Administrative Manager 


Forty years ago, when Codman Community Farms 
was created as a nonprofit to preserve Lincoln’s 
agricultural heritage, the founders didn’t consider 
themselves “trendy.” But the world is catching up and 
catching on to the fact that local farming is healthful, 
environmental, and builds strong community ties. Like 
Lincoln’s pioneering efforts in land conservation, the 
creation of Codman Farm is another example of Lincoln 
leading the way. 

Product Update 

Codman Farm raises the finest local, all-natural 
beef, pork, and eggs. It also produces first- and second-cut 
hay from fields throughout Lincoln. A big change within 
the last year is the introduction of Codman’s Meat CSA. 
CSA stands for community supported agriculture. By 
selling meat through its CSA, Codman Farm can better 
manage its stock and provide CSA members with a steady 
supply of humanely-raised, antibiotic-free, grass-fed beef 
and naturally-fed pork. See sidebar for information on 
Joining the next six-month share. The Farm continues to 
sell its own eggs; Chip-In Farm eggs; organic milk from 
Crescent Ridge; and seasonally -- local honey and Codman 
maple syrup -- in its self-serve store. 

People Update 

Eric Robichaud was promoted to CCF’s Head 
Farmer in January. Eric “grew up” at Codman Farm — 
literally. He joined the Farmer’s Helper program when he 
was ten and got his first summer job at the Farm when he 
was 13. In 2010, he moved to the Farm as Assistant 
Farmer. He brings fresh ideas grounded with a solid 
understanding and appreciation for Codman Farm’s 
mission. 

Codman Community Farms’ volunteer Board of 
Directors works tirelessly to make the Farm successful and 
integral to the town. Marshall Clemens recently completed 
a productive two-year term as Board President and will 
continue as a Board member. At the March 13 annual 
meeting, Andy Stevenson was voted in as Codman’s new 
Board President, and Marshall passed him the ceremonial 
“pitchfork of power.” Other members completing their 
terms were Sarah Killick (past CCF Board President), 
Lindsay Clemens, Jeff Patterson, and Andy Ory, all of 
whom contributed greatly to Farm activities and oversight. 
New board members joining in 2014 are Chandler Fritz, 
David Alperovitz, Erica Mason, and Drew Shilling. 
Animal Update 
The preservation of heritage breeds is part of Codman 
Farm’s mission, and visitors or anyone driving along 


5 


34 The Lincoln Review 


Codman Road will see CCF’s Red Devon cattle grazing in 
the fields. Visitors can also spend time in the barns and the 
barnyard to get to know Codman’s Tamworth/Berkshire- 
mix pigs and the egg-laying Rhode Island Reds, 
Ameraucanas, and Gray Leghorns. These animals are the 
mainstays of Codman’s products — grass-fed beef, naturally 
fed pork, and eggs from naturally-fed, free-ranging 
chickens. Did you know that Codman chickens lay an 
average of 10 dozen eggs per day? Rounding out the 
Codman animal cast are also sheep, goats, a donkey, and a 
rabbit. These animals call Codman home and are not raised 
for sale but rather to educate visitors and give them first- 
hand experience with a variety of farm animals. 
Community Connections 

Codman Farm is reaching out to the community and to 
other Lincoln nonprofit organizations: 

@ The Food Project and Codman Farm are working 
together to rotate cattle grazing fields and planted 
fields so that soil is replenished. The two 
organizations are also cross-marketing each other’s 
CSAs so that people can easily achieve a “whole 
diet” of locally grown meat and vegetables. 

@ Lincoln Boy Scouts are collecting sap for Codman 
and helping with maple syrup production. An 
Eagle project is in the works to design and build 
new pig shelters. | 

@ Lincoln Girl Scouts helped care for Codman’s | 
new flock of 200 chickens last year. This year, a | 
Gold Award project is being planned to create an 
interactive educational display about the Codman 
animals. 

@ This spring, Farmer Eric will lead a six-week 
Farmer’s Helper program through the Lincoln 
Parks & Recreation department for children in 
grades 1-4. 

M@ Pre-K classes from Magic Garden Children’s 
Center will be coming weekly to Codman to plan, 
plant, maintain, and harvest a children’s garden. 

Spring/Summer Events 

April marks the beginning of the community garden season 
with 100 plots assigned to avid gardeners who put the 
“farms” in the name Codman Community Farms. 
Saturday, May 10, is Club Codman. Dance the night away 
in your craziest disco duds at this fun fundraiser for the 
Farm. 

The Farm is also resuming its barn rentals, so you are 
welcome to reserve a weekend date for a birthday 
celebration, wedding, anniversary, or other event. Contact 
barnrentals@codmanfarm.org for details. 

Codman Farm is your farm — be a member, be a volunteer, 
be a gardener, be a consumer of Codman products, or 
simply be a contributor and supporter. 


Visit www.codmanfarm.org . 
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‘lemons to Lemonade” 


Lincoln LSRHS Graduating Senior Wins National Award 


By: Leanne Cordischi 


High school, as a rule, can be challenging 
for many students, both academically and 
socially. But for local resident Helen 
Montie, her high school journey at Lincoln- 
Sudbury Regional High School introduced 
another obstacle to the normal set of 
challenges -- a diagnosis of Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia. Montie entered 
her freshman year battling cancer and 
dealing with the physical limitations brought 
on by the disease and its treatment, while 
working diligently to maintain her high GPA 
and keep step with her peers. 


With the support of wonderful friends, 
teachers, community, family and an 
inextinguishable determination, Montie has 
emerged as a high school senior cancer-free 
with an impressively high GPA and a new 
outlook on life. Montie’s journey, although 
arduous and heartbreaking at times, has not 
only served as the catalyst for her career 
choice in medicine as she moves on to 
college next year, but has also fueled her 
desire to help others. Montie’s limited hours 
of free time beyond the classroom walls are 
now spent making beautiful music with her 
cello, creating colorful button bracelets sold 
with her Button Brigade crew to benefit the 
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Jimmy Fund, working with the Make-A- 
Wish Foundation, raising her voice to create 
awareness of the disease and training for the 
annual Pan Mass Challenge alongside her 
“Montie Pythons and the Flying Cyclists”. 
Montie has certainly taken the lemons she 
was given and in a remarkable way has 
turned them into lemonade for many to 
share. 

Scholarship America recently recognized 
Helen Montie’s efforts of giving and 
paying forward the kindness she received 
during her illness. Montie was awarded 
the Scholarship America National 2014 
Student Volunteer of the Year Award. 
This award considers academics and 
school involvement as well as significant 
service to others. She will be recognized 
for this tremendous achievement on May 
27" at LSRHS by Lincoln-Sudbury 
Scholarship Fund Dollars for Scholars, a 
partner of Scholarship America during 
the LSSF Dollars for Scholars LSRHS 
Senior Award Ceremony. 

To learn more about Lincoln-Sudbury 
Scholarship Fund Dollars for Scholars 
please visit 
lincoln-sudbury.dollarsforscholars.org 
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May is Lyme Disease 


Awareness Month 
By Maureen Richichi, Lincoln School Nurse 


Last month Governor Deval Patrick signed a 
proclamation declaring that May 2014 be Lyme 
Disease Awareness Month in Massachusetts. He 
cited the dramatic increase in reported cases and 
recognized the projected five to tenfold 
underreporting of Lyme Disease in the 
Commonwealth. He urged public awareness and 
education as tools to minimize the devastating 
effects of tick borne diseases among Massachusetts 
residents. Tick borne diseases — Lyme Disease, 
Anaplasmosis, and Babesiosis — are endemic to 
Lincoln, Middlesex County and many other areas of 
the Commonwealth. Although the arrival of spring 
has been long awaited, it’s important to be aware 
that the risk of infection with tick borne diseases 
greatly increases with warmer weather. These 
diseases are contracted through the bite of infected 
blacklegged ticks, often called deer ticks because of 
their association with the wild deer population. The 

good news is that Lyme and other tick borne 
diseases are preventable. In order to protect oneself 
it’s important to understand about the life and times 
of these ticks. 
Blacklegged ticks have a two year life-cycle, 
requiring two blood meals to reach adulthood. 
Initially tick larvae feed on small rodents such as 
white-footed mice and chipmunks; nymphal ticks 
then feed on large mammals such as deer and 
humans. The life cycle is such that the riskiest 
times for human to be bitten are during the months 
of May, June and July when nymphs are active. 
Nymphal deer ticks are tiny — about the size of a 
poppy seed — thus very difficult to detect on skin or 
clothing. Fall and spring are also risk periods as 
these months are when adult deer ticks, about the 
size of a sesame seed, are most active. Ticks 
require air temperature above freezing to be active 
and high humidity for survival. Blacklegged ticks 
are most often found in moist, bushy, grassy, shady 
areas of our landscapes. Leaf litter is often 
identified as “prime real estate” for these creatures. 


prnale deer tke 


Female Gog tice 


The key to preventing tick bites is being 
diligent with practicing personal protection and 
minimizing your exposure to tick-infected areas. 
Avoid walking in moist woody, grassy, bushy, leaf- 
littered or shaded areas. Stay on trails when hiking. 
Sitting on stonewalls or logs near high grass or 
weeds can also put you in contact with ticks. Wear 
protective clothing when working or hiking 
outdoors: light colored, long-sleeved shirt and 
pants; pant legs tucked into socks; and tick repellent 
clothing if possible. The use of repellents is 
recommended, both on clothing and exposed skin. 
The Centers for Disease Control advises the 
application of DEET (30-40% concentration) on 
exposed skin. Parents should apply this product to 
their children, avoiding hands, eyes and mouths. 
Application of DEET repellent must be repeated 
every few hours. Individuals may apply permethrin 
directly to clothing such as socks, boots and pants 
and camping gear; permethrin treated clothing 
typically last 6 washings. Pre-treated clothing 
available for purchase can remain effective for up to 
70 washings. Be sure to use repellents safely by 
following manufacturer’s guidelines for their 
application. Shower as soon as possible after 
finishing outdoor activity; drying clothes in a hot 
dryer for 15 minutes will kill ticks that have 
traveled indoors with you. It is crucial to perform 
daily tick checks on yourself and loved ones, 
focusing on checking scalps, inside and behind eras, 
along the hairline, the back of the neck, armpits, 
belly button area, groin, legs, behind the knees and 
between the toes. Be sure to also routinely check 
and remove ticks from pets that have been outdoors. 

It is estimated that the majority of tick 
encounters happen in an individual’s own backyard. 
There are ways to create tick safe zones on your 
personal property. Remove leaf litter from around 
your home. Prune low-lying bushes to let in more 
sunlight. Make sure plants near your home are not 
varieties that attract deer or consider landscaping 
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your yard with deer deterring plants. Mow lawns 
regularly. Clean up the ground around bird feeders 
as seed and corn droppings attract rodents and deer. 
Create a three-foot barrier of wood chips or gravel 
between the edges of your property and your yard. 
Consider area wide chemical control spraying. 
Ticks should be removed from your body as 
soon as found. It’s best to use a pointy-tipped 
tweezer to grasp the tick as close to the skin as 
possible and pull straight up and out. Contact your 
health care provider if any of the following occur: 
you are not able to remove a tick; a tick is engorged 
or has been embedded in your skin for more than 36 
hours; you develop a rash (typically a bulls-eye 
shape or other atypical rash) at or near the bite site; 
you develop non-specific flu-like symptoms such as 
fever, chills, muscle and joint aches and pains, 
fatigue, headaches, stiff neck, or swollen glands. 
Tick borne diseases are treated with antibiotics; 
many providers will consider prescribing a single 


dose of the antibiotic doxycycline as prophylaxis 
for tick bites of less than 36 hours which occur to 


individuals living in endemic areas. 

Residents of Lincoln are able to take 
advantage through a state sponsored grant for 
prepaid testing of up to 100 ticks through testing 
services by the UMass Laboratory of Medical 
Zoology. Once the prepaid tests are used, residents 
will continue to get testing at a reduced rate. For 
more information or to take advantage of the tick 
testing, go to www. TickReport.com. 

For more information on ticks and tick 
borne diseases please refer to the following 
excellent websites: www.tickencounter.org; 
www.cde.gov/Lyme; and www.mass.gov/dph/tick. 


Copyright 2014 by Maureen Richichi 
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A Letter From Barbara Sampson 
Dear Betty, 


In February 2012 the brakes failed on a 
truck descending a steep mountain trail on the 
island of La Gonave, Haiti. The truck crashed into 
the inside curve of the track, rolled over, and landed 
on its side. It had been carrying school teachers 
from the US and their Haitian translator, Tessa 
Mars. Most passagers were thrown from the truck; 
Tessa and one of the teachers were pinned under it. 

During the next few hours and days, several 
miracles occurred. No lives were lost, and all US 
citizens were quickly on their way home to good 
care — the one teacher with an emergency medical 
evacuation. Tessa, however, is Haitian; she 
required a generous donor to fly her out and then 
more generosity from Boston’s best hospitals. 

Tessa needed 12 weeks of out-patient 
rehabilitation before she was released to return 
home. She and either her mother or her father lived 
with us in Lincoln for that April — June time. 
Lincoln is so very different from Port au Prince and 
Petionville. It was quite an adjustment in every 
way. Tessa’s dad, Louis Henri, attended several 
Lincoln-sponsored events. Tessa’s mom, Kettly, an 
award winning author, took long walks on Lincoln’s 
streets and trails. 

When Kettly returned home, she wrote this 
poem in tribute to Lincoln and to the wonder that 
she and her family found here. I thought you might 
wish to share it in a Lincoln Review. 


Sincerely, 
Barbara C. Sampson 


p.s. For clarity in the imagery: when you first ever 
hear bullfrogs in the night, you might tumble from 
your bedroom asking about the braying donkeys; 
when you first sight a fox, you might describe it as 
“the most extraordinary rabbit I ever saw.” 
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Lincoln 


By Kettly Mars 


July 2012 


When I got back home 

My friends asked me: 

“How was it in Lincoln?” 

I told them Lincoln has pine trees towering all over her 
Their green fragrance keeping the balance 

Between light, humans and birds 

And that in Lincoln the rhythm of time 

Is set by the bushes in bloom 

Rhododendrons’ days, Magnolias’ mornings 

Azaleas’ hours and dogwoods’ afternoons 

I told them that in Lincoln bunches of lilies of the valley 
Sprout all of a sudden in the morning dew 

So faint their perfume 

Must be that of angels 

And that never in my life 

Had I seen so many dandelions in one place 

Their round and fragile lace floating on top of slender stems 
Petals drifting away in the new sun with each breath of spring 
I told them of fields of clovers 

Stubborn despite their frail dress 

And of bees gathering promise of sweetness 

I told them Lincoln was nothing but the dancing gems of light 
That caught my eyes on sunny mornings 

Up on the high window of my room 

And that Lincoln becomes at times melancholic 

When the gray veil of rain seems to wash away all colours 
When coldness slips into bones and touches the soul 

And have us wonder where do birds go to die 

I told them Lincoln was all that and so much more 

Miles Davis, Charlie Parker, Melody Gardot 

A glass of wine at the end of a long summer day 

And the silhouettes of freed slaves 
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Tasting the joys and hardships of liberty 
On the banks of Walden Pond 

The mesmerizing echo of bells 

Flowing from gloved hands in Bemis Hall 
Chuckles, words 

A hint of complicity around dinner time 
The summer evening’s tenderness 

That Lincoln is a daffodil 

And the burning of a cardinal’s robe 

And patches of sun on the grass 

If you listen well, in Lincoln you will hear 
The silent vibration of hummingbirds 
You might see foxes turn into rabbits 
Donkeys reincarnated into bull frogs 

And yellow finches, vivid and bright 
Laughing in the trees 

Copyright 2014 by Kettly Mars 


A Brief History of the Lincoln Academy 


By Crawley Cooper 


On a trip to visit Jane's cousin, I learned that the University of Delaware offered free classes for retired 
folks. The program is very popular. Knowing that Lincoln had many retired university professors, I thought it 
could work as a regular COA program. The name Lincoln Academy came from out of my head. If there was a 
previous Lincoln Academy, I am unaware. Of course Lyceums were once very popular - free public lectures - 
before and after the Civil War. That is probably the origin of the Bemis Lectures. [Editor’s note: nearby 
Littleton, Massachusetts, has the longest running continuous lyceum in the country. | 

Young Abraham Lincoln, who held a patent, gave several lectures on inventions in Illinois prior to the 
Lincoln-Douglas Debates as a way of getting his public career initiated. He believed man's greatest invention 
was language. 

Some Academy speakers are from out of town, but most have a Lincoln connection. So far it has not 
been difficult to recruit speakers, and we have never provided an honorarium. The first speaker was in 
September 2008 - Kip Kumler, Wine Making in Lincoln. There have been two Nobel laureates, Dudley 
Herschbach - Chemistry, and Johnathan Fine, founder, Physicians for Social Responsibility - Peace Prize. We 
are in our 8th year, with no end in sight. The Academy takes a summer vacation from the middle of June until 
September, when many locals leave town anyway. 

Thanks to Donelan's and Crosby's donations, there has always been plenty of desserts for the brown bag 
lunches. 

All have been recorded (except for Harvard astronomer Josh Grindley when a camera glitch took place) 
and are available on the Town Website and from the COA or the Library thanks to Harold McAleer, Jim 
Cunningham, and former NOVA photographer Barbara Hanania. 

Copyright 2014 by Crawley Cooper. 
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Lincoln’s War Memorial Book 
By Agnes Wiggin 


Fifty four years ago, the Town of Lincoln was the recipient of a very special and unique gift. A few 
residents, called the Veterans Memorial Committee, gave the town a book commemorating Lincoln residents 
who served their country during times of war. 

But this was just not any book. This book is gorgeously leather-bound and all the names are in 
beautiful, hand calligraphy with unique markings. In addition, the cover page for each war is hand painted and 
appropriate for that conflict. 

The 1960 Veterans Memorial Committee was Leo J. Algeo, Clifford W. Bradley, Edward J. Chisholm, 
Andrew J. Dougherty, Harriet Rogers, William Whalen and E. Donlan Rooney, chairman. The calligraphy was 
done by Al Sturgis. 

The book contains the names of each Lincoln individual credited with service during our nation’s wars, 
starting with the American Revolution. Until now, it had ended with the Korean War. The Lincoln Historical 
Society was asked to update the book to include Vietnam service men and women by Veterans Affairs 
Chairwoman, Priscilla Leach and former town historian, Peg Martin, who initiated the project. In addition, 
revisions were undertaken to incorporate new research about Lincoln residents in the Revolutionary War, in 
accordance with new information from Embattled Farmers: Campaigns and Profiles of Revolutionary Soldiers 
from Lincoln, Massachusetts, 1775-1783 by Richard C. Wiggin, published by the Lincoln Historical Society last 
year. The update and revisions were carried out by the Lincoln Historical Society with the generous support of 
the Ogden Codman Trust. 

This newly revised War Memorial Book will return to the Lincoln Public Library on Memorial Day. It 
will be unveiled in a special ceremony in conjunction with the town’s Memorial Day observances, and will 
remain on permanent display at the library. Please join us on Memorial Day for this celebration. 

Copyright 2014 by Agnes Wiggin 
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A THANK YOU TO THE ADVERTISERS 


BARRETT SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY 
BRANSFIELD TREE COMPANY LLC 
COLDWELL BANKER REAL ESTATE 

CONCORD FUNERAL HOME 
COOPER’S POISON IVY ERADICATION Service 
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Have a Wonderful 
Summer 


Pictures Copyright 2014 Harold Dean Smith 
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Lesley Dill opens at 
deCordova in May 
2014 


20-year survey explores the 
alchemy of language 


DeCordova Sculpture Park and Museum is 
pleased to present Lesley Dill, a 20-year survey of 
work by the American artist. On view from 
Friday, May 16, through Monday, October 13, 
2014, Lesley Dill will feature oil pastel drawings, a 
large-scale metal wall drawing, and bronze and 
paper sculptures in the Joyce and Edward Linde 
Gallery, as well as an outdoor sculpture on the 
Pollock Terrace. 

Dill is known for combining language with the 
human form in a variety of mediums. In her work, she 
uses text as a mode of communication, as a physical 
subject, and as a symbol by painting it onto bronze 
sculptures, stitching it into paper, and sculpting it in 
metal. The words of poets including Emily Dickinson, 
Franz Kafka, Salvador Espriu, and most recently Tom 
Sleigh, inspire and find physical form within her 
visceral works. Lines of text appear on disembodied 
heads, hands, and dresses—all reoccurring motifs in 
Dill’s oeuvre—-communicating the artist’s interest in the 
politics of the figure, psychology, and faith. 

Dill calls herself a collector and a creature of 
language: “I’m interested in the alchemy of language, 
the uncertainty of meaning and the resonance within 
our bodies with a metaphor clicks... Language is a 
manifestation of the human need to reach out. As much 
as my work is about language, it’s also about what the 
image does to you, and how the two together make a 
whole.” 

The exhibition at deCordova will feature 
sixteen works made between 1993 and 2012. 
Highlighting Dill’s ambitious artistic experimentation 
with material as well as the tension between two- and 
three-dimensional sculpture are Hair Poem Dress 
(1993), a small dress made of horse hair, thread, and 
paper; Rush (2006-2007), a 60-foot long mural made 
of silver foil, organza, and wire; and Wood Word 
Woman with Wood Word Pedestal (2011), a bust 
covered with oil stick and silver leaf. Poems by Emily 
Dickinson are Dill’s conceptual starting point for 
several works including Word Made Flesh (2002), a 
small paper sculpture of an outstretched hand holding a 
pile of letters; and Rapture’s Germination (2010), a 
large oil pastel drawing on Tyvek. Here, Dickinson’s 
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words are enlarged, multiplied, and elongated, taking 
on new shape and meaning through their adaptation 
into physical form. The visual echoing of letters in 
Dill’s practice alludes to mantras, prayers, and poetry, 
all of which are commonly recited repeatedly to 
enforce meaning and memory. 

In her most recent artist’s book, J Had a 
Blueprint of History, Dill found inspiration in the words 
of her contemporary, poet Tom Sleigh. The 
indignation and darkness Dill discovers in Sleigh’s 
poems counterbalance Dickinson’s references to 
ecstasy and faith, enabling a full range of emotional 
and psychological expression for Dill’s images. 

Lesley Dill was born in 1950 in Bronxville, 
New York, raised in Maine, and currently lives and 
works in Brooklyn, New York. She has worked as a 
sculptor, photographer, printmaker, and performance 
artist for the last thirty years. Dill’s work has been 
widely exhibited and is in the collections of many 
institutions, including Albright Knox Art Gallery, 
Buffalo; Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland; 
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Kansas City; 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City; the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York City; and the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York. The 
artist is represented by George Adams Gallery, New 
York, and Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans. 


(Iced) Coffee with the Curator 

Tour Lesley Dill with Assistant Curator Lexi Lee 
Sullivan, then discuss the exhibition over coffee with 
Sullivan in deCordova | Café. Wednesday, June 25, 1 
pm 


Poet in the Park 
Join acclaimed poets for a reading of their work and a 
conversation in response to the exhibitions. 
Thursday, July 17, 6:30 pm: David 
Rivard,Guggenheim Fellowship winner 
Thursday, September 18, 7 pm: Cole Swensen, 
National Poetry Series winner 
Thursday, October 2, 7 pm: Charles Simic, 
Pulitzer Prize winner and US Poet Laureate 
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27 Greenridge Lane, Lincoln 153 Tower Road, Lincoln 
$225,000 $1,109,000 


10 Fox Run, Lincoln 22 Todd Pond Road, Lincoln 
$1,220,000 $1,420,000 
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Sandra Bradlee Doug Carson Penny Cotoni Susan Law Stacy Osur Richard Panetta 
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21 Stonehedge, Lincoln 
$1,149,000 


41 Stonehedge Road, Lincoln 


Karen Paradise 
508-259-4495 


$1,445,000 


Diana Smith 
781-259-1822 


Lois Tetreault 
617-285-4255 


49 Round Hill Road, Lincoln 


Vita Theriault 
781-864-1393 


$1,890,000 


@: 


Jeff Morgenstern 
Manager/SVP 
617-686-8618 


NE MOVES 
Mortgage, LLC 


An Affiliate of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
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Save the Date! Swing Along With 


At The FREE Concert 
Sponsored by Classic Jazz at Lincoln Library 


End Of Season Live Performance 
Where: Bemis Hall -Wed — May 28 — 7:30 PM 
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WALDO onthe cover 


By Barb Rhines 


Depicted on this month's cover is Waldo, 
formerly Codman Community Farms' resident 
buck goat. Waldo was an imposing character for 
Six years at Codman and fathered many baby 
goats in his time. We said farewell to Waldo 
who moved to a livestock auction in Littleton. 
He will be missed by casual visitors but 
actually posed several challenges to our 
community farm. Barb Rhines, Administrative 
Manager at CCF, recalls Waldo breaking the 
pen and leading all the goats down the Codman 
Farm driveway onto Codman Road. Waldo also 
was tough to handle for some of our volunteer 
animal feeders. Waldo was a strong billy goat, 
weighing over 200 pounds and he wasn't afraid 
to throw his weight around. 


With a new emphasis at CCF on cattle and pigs 
that support the Farm's growing Meat CSA 
(community-supported agriculture), the CCF 
Board decided this winter to reduce the number 
of goats and sheep residing at Codman. Fear 
not, each spring will bring lambs and kids but 
the goat herd and sheep flock will be smaller 
and easier to manage without the big males. 


| 
Copyright 2014 Barb Rhines 
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For Your Listening 
Enjoyment 


Commuting.....Fixing the Car 
Dusting the House.....Riding the Train 
Lying on the Beach.....Jogging 
The Lincoln Review on CD 
Read by: 

Mr. Rob Todd 


Now available in the Town Library 
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160 Lincoln Road 
Lincoln, Massachusetts 01773 


Your one stop for full service hair care - 781.259.9177 
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Killdeer and Chick 
Copyright 2014 Eric S. Smith 
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Bird Population Changes in 
Lincoln 


by David Garrison 


This lovely essay was written in November, 
1991 when Dave was part of a group of Lincoln 
birders who gathered to prepare information for the 
new Guide to Conservation Land in Lincoln 
published by the LLCT in 1992. As it turned out, there 
was only room to print the checklist of Lincoln birds, 
so the essay was not published, until now! Other 
members of the group included Steve Ells, Winty 
Harrington, Phyllis Swift, lan Nisbet, Cathleen 
Calmer, and Gwyn Loud. 


Dave and his wife Patty lived in Lincoln for 
nearly fifty years, most of that time on Old Lexington 
Road, with a view over Flint Fields. According to 
Dave’s daughter, Edie Griffin, “He started birding in 
utero, | would guess. He used to say he remembered 
waking up leaning out a window to listen to Canada 
geese honking overhead during migration season -- he 
would leap out of bed and zoom over to the window so 
fast he didn't even really wake up before he got there. 
There was also a wonderful story of Grandma 
Garrison hearing THREE owls hooting one night and, 
after hesitating a moment, deciding she had to tell 
\ Dad even if it meant waking him up ona school 
i night. But when she got to his bedroom, she 
| discovered him leaning out the window and hooting to 
| the other two owls. He was the owl number three!” 


Dave was a member of the Nuttall 
Ornithologcal Club, a prestigious group of respected 
ornithologists, and he was a friend of Roger Tory 
Peterson’s, even lent him “a stiff shirt and cufflinks” 
for his wedding! Dave died in 2001 at the age of 95. 
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In the 1940s Lincoln was a rural community. 
From narrow, tree-lined roads you looked across farm 
fields to patches of woodland and occasional glimpses 
of water. The population was scarcely 2000. This 
environment welcomed throngs of birds each spring, 
to sing from orchards, meadows, woodlands and 
wetlands or from neighborhood gardens and yards. 
Many migrants continued northward, but others stayed 
to nest, joining Chickadees, Jays and such. There were 
quadrupeds, too, including deer and foxes in this 
living world. 

The end of World War II brought changes, as 
troopships poured into a region short of housing 
thousands of veterans, most of whom longed for a 
settled home-life. There were scientists, too, deep in 
ballistic research based at Hanscom Field. 

Among veterans and scientists, those who 
valued unspoiled beauty were especially drawn to 
Lincoln. The town grew steadily; but both new- 
comers and old-timers cared about the environment 
and helped preserve it. Our birds were lucky here. 

Migrants returning south were not so 
fortunate. Progressive deforestation devastated crucial 
winter habitats and part of Central America and South 
America; and even our Gulf coast states were widely 
poisoned apparently in fear of fire ants. 

Lincoln, too, for a few years, was subjected to 
biocides in the name of mosquito control. 

Below are examples of population changes. 

Red-shouldered Hawks used to be messengers 
of spring. In late February, as you returned to the 
house with an armload of firewood, a call overhead 
would lift your eyes to a welcome form floating in the 
blue. During the DDT years, Red-shouldered Hawks 
vanished from our skies. But they are making a 
comeback now. 

Woodcocks have slowly lost territories here, 
but I think their decrease has chiefly been on 
wintering ground in the gulf states. On warm summer 
moonlit nights in the forties I could sometimes, while 
in bed, hear three or even four singing in different 
directions. Nowadays it is not easy to hear their eerie 
flight song at all. 

Killdeer have held their ground better. They 
are adaptable, using salt of fresh wet spots and short 
grass areas. They come early (March) and are off their 
nests before haying season gets fully under way. 

The Woodpecker tribe seems relatively 
undisturbed. 

Flycatchers are definitely sensitive to 
insecticides. About 1950 I guessed that Least 
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Flycatchers could be heard during the nesting season, 
about one per half-mile all over Lincoln. This estimate 
was no doubt excessive. But as a baseline for the 
current scarcity of ‘Chebecs”, it shows a drastic 
change- for the worse. 

Phoebes seems different. They are holding 
their own, perhaps because they winter further north. 

Kingbirds used to nest at the top of an apple 
tree by our back door. A hurricane blew the tree over 
at half-mast. Since losing that dynasty, we have won 
no replacement. Instead, Red-winged Blackbirds have 
taken over responsibility for chasing hawks out of the 
neighborhood. I see few Kingbirds these summers 
around Lincoln but there are lots of them still on Plum 
Island (Newburyport). Conclusion: hope remains. 

After haying, in earlier times, about 100 
swallows (Barn and Tree) would gather to swoop low 
over the stubble, where insects had suddenly lost their 
cover. Nowadays you might see 10 or 20. Scores of 
young shoulder-to-shoulder on telephone wires, were 
a great sight in August before they adjourned east to 
the coast and finally south. 

Bluebirds nest in Lincoln every spring now. 
They are making a comeback from the “zero” years, 
but an exact number is hard to discover. Fortunate 
proprietors of nesting boxes may tell discreet friend, 
but they wisely refrain from broadcasting the news. 

In several areas Wood thrushes pour forth 
their summer songs, rich, unhurried phrase with 
tranquil pauses between. In the cool of a quiet evening 
it can seem a benediction. Through many years their 
numbers have fluctuated up and down, whether 
related to wintering conditions (from Mexico to 
Panama) I do not know. They are a treasure to cherish. 

Robins, the very definition of spring, arrive in 
March and spread across green open lands in April. 
The upper, roadside corner of Warren Flint’s meadow 
used to host 100 or so each April. I have been happy 
lately to count 25. But they are with us, and had a 
good spring flight. 

Several years ago a winter warming trend 
(abetted by generosity at feeding stations) coincided 
with an expansion northward of Southern species: 
Cardinals, Mockingbirds, Tufted Titmice, and 
Carolina Wrens. 

Brown Thrashers have dropped out of the 
picture here, about in proportion to the influx of 
Mockingbirds. Between these cousins, the Mocker 
seems more aggressive. But I wonder whether the 
thrasher’s southern wintering is ironically more 
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dangerous than the cold and snow facing 
Mockingbirds here. 

For winter, warblers mostly seek tropical 
warmth, in the West Indies, Central American, or 
South America. They run a gauntlet of perils during 
migration and, in many cases, on arrival in devastated 
habitats. Anyhow, warbler numbers are greatly 
decreased from earlier decades. It is sad to lose any of 
these winged jewels. 

Scarlet Tanagers always used to have a peak 
day in the mid-May migration when you could find 
males and females, a dozen or two. Not recently. The 
tropics where they winter (among colorful cousins) 
are not so supportive as formerly. 

Bobolinks returning from southern Argentina 
sill punch the time clock on Old Lexington Road in 
the morning of May 11" (plus or minus a day or two). 
Miraculous! They all sing at once in a couple of street 
trees, a not very musical chorus but so exultant that it 
lifts your spirit. After awhile they drop into the field to 
feed, and disband to nest in some less-diligently 
farmed meadow. Their numbers are not decreasing 
excessively. 

Fox sparrows arrive about March 25 and 
continue north soon afterwards, unless winter blocks 
their journey. Fall migration is more leisurely and in 
larger numbers, or at least it used to be. Diligent 
search has produced very poor results in recent years. 
I do not know why. 

Meadowlarks have dropped sadly out of the 
picture. They are not “everywhere” as in the old days. 
Since they are ground feeders wintering in the South, 
they may get harmful pesticides with their food. But 
that is not the whole story. On Cape Cod they used to 
resort to winter salt marshes (and were known as 
marsh quail) but that unpoisoned population amounts 
to little now. Bird populations have some natural_ups 
and downs. I hope the Meadowlark bounces back 
again; we need its sweet plaintive song alongside the 
Bobolink’s irrepressible jubilation. 

Copyright 2014 by heirs of David Garrison 
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The paragraphs below come from an essay 
written by Sue Klem on “Changing Flora 
and Fauna” for the Second Edition of A 


Guide to Conservation Land in Lincoln, 


published in 2005. 

As supported by the annual Christmas Bird 
Count and anecdotal evidence, the population of birds 
has changed discernibly (in the fifteen years since the 
first edition). Not only have certain species increased 
markedly while others have decreased, but the total 
number of migratory and breeding birds in this area has 
declined significantly. More people feed birds by 
putting up outdoor feeders and planting landscaping that 
attracts birds. This seems to enable southern birds, such 
as Carolina wrens, to survive in the area. But large 
flocks of northern birds, such as evening grosbeaks, pine 
grosbeaks, and purple finches are diminishing. Still 
_ rebounding after the 1972 ban on DDT, bald eagles are 
_ reported occasionally and Cooper's hawks are often seen. 
After a number of attempts by the state to reintroduce 
_ the wild turkey, they are now common, sometimes 
observed in flocks of 20 to 40 birds. Turkey vultures, 
_uncommon in Lincoln as recently as the 1980s, are 
observed regularly during warm weather, including an 
unconfirmed nesting pair on Old County Road one year. 
One theory suggests turkey vultures have moved north 
due to the burgeoning wild mammal population. Flocks 
_ of bluebirds have been reestablished, thanks in part to 
_many townsfolk putting up and maintaining bluebird 
houses in fields. Not only is the red-bellied woodpecker 
_ increasing but also the pileated woodpecker. Record 
numbers of woodpeckers are drilling holes in the sides 
of houses, perhaps due to diminished numbers of dead 
trees. Mute swans, an invasive from Europe, are 
_ becoming regulars in the vicinity of Farrar Pond and the 
_ Cambridge Reservoir. 

Birds whose numbers have declined in recent 
_ years include indigo buntings, barn swallows, wood 
_ ducks, eastern towhees, many species of warblers, 
_ chimney swifts, ruffed grouse, and pheasants. The Bird 
List at the back of this guide gives more detailed 

_ information about bird species and their abundance in 
Lincoln.” 
Copyright 2014 Sue Klem 
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For reports of current bird life in Lincoln, readers 
should watch for Gwyn Loud’s monthly wildlife column 
in the Lincoln Journal, written on behalf of the LLCT. As 
mentioned above, the bird checklist at the back of the 
Guide to Conservation Land in Lincoln is a useful 
resource. 
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Poetry by Maureen King 


Opus #1 
By Maureen King 


The symphony before the dawn 
Front row center, no house lights on 
No slice of orange in the sky 
Just blackness, blackbirds you and I 
A cacophony of unseen song 
A plethora of things gone wrong 
Invisible notes from a hidden choir 
Clandestine chorus at such an hour 
They sing of things they only know 
They’re making plans before the show 
There’s wetted brushes painting soon 
The mauves the pinks about to bloom 
An unlit Opus numbered One 
While waiting for an unseen sun. 


Copyright 2014 by Maureen King 


The Bumble Bee 


By Maureen King 


With spring returned the bumble bee 
And how very busy he can be, 
He buzzed around from tree to tree 
Nearing softening mud in ecstasy. 

I was thrilled to see that he had come 
To warm us after winter’s numb, 

O’er pea plants fresh from some green thumb 
Of pollen he quipped, “Gonna get me some.” 
All black and yellow round and round 
He flew quite light without a sound, 
With ample speed n’eer touching ground 
“T am thrilled,” said I “That he’s back around." 


Copyright 2014 Maureen King 
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Photographs by Maureen King 


Photographs 
Copyright 2014 Maureen King 
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A LOOK INTO LINCOLN’S “WISING” FUTURE 


By Carolyn Bottum, Director, Lincoln Council on Aging 


If you were to walk down Lincoln Road in 
2030, what kind of community would you see? 
Who would you pass on the path? What would the 
houses, buildings, streets, and pathways be like? 
How will people spend their time? What might we 
be like as a community? 

Some clues can be found in the 
demographics of our town. Lincoln, like the rest of 
the nation and many parts of the world, is “wising” 
(I prefer the word “wising” to “graying” to describe 
a population with an increasing number of older 
people in it.) We currently have more than 1800 
residents aged 60 or over. If Lincoln follows the 
national trends, which it has up until now, we will 
have a rapid growth in numbers of residents 60 and 
older until about 2030, when the rate of increase 
will level off. This is, of course, due to the “Baby 
Boomers” who will be booming into their 60s until 
about 2030, when the generation born in the quieter 
(population-wise) 60s and 70s will begin reaching 
60. How many elders will actually live in Lincoln 
depends on a number of unpredictable factors, like 
how much housing in Lincoln meets the needs of 
seniors, health trends and medical discoveries, 
whether adult children stay nearby or move, and 
many others. But, the potential is there for a 
significant senior population. 

In fact, Lincoln already has a significant 
senior population. Most people may be surprised to 
learn that about 29% of Lincoln residents (not 
including Hanscom) are 60 or over, according to 
both the Town and federal censuses. This is up from 
about 22% a decade ago. If you don’t think you are 
seeing that many more seniors in town, maybe it’s 
because today’s seniors don’t fit stereotypes. In 
fact, I have had a number of people say to me 
“Lincoln doesn’t have many seniors,” when I’m 
sure they had spoken with, shopped next to, and 
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passed on the street many seniors whom they 
simply didn’t consider to be elders because they 
were fit and active, involved, and just going about 
their normal lives. 

However, no matter how many more older 
residents we have in 2030, we may find that Lincoln 
is different in subtle ways. Perhaps one way to see 
what these might be is to look at the Council on 
Aging and consider how those who currently 
participate in the COA might be bellwethers of what 
we can expect from a Town with more elders. 

If elders of tomorrow are like elders of 
today, Lincoln will be healthy and fit and value 
those activities and resources that promote well 
being. Among our most popular activities are 
fitness classes, Tai Chi, yoga, line dancing, and 
presentations on how to be healthier. We can expect 
that Lincolnites of the future will use our walking 
trails, recreational facilities, and opportunities to be 
more fit to the fullest. A future Lincoln may also 
think holistically about how to be healthier as a 
community and ensure that residents have resources 
for body, mind, and spirit. 

In the future, Lincoln might have more 
people out and about during the day. Older people 
nationally, and here in Lincoln, are increasingly 
working part-time rather than retiring fully, but on 
their own terms. They work part-time, or consult 
from home, or find other ways to make their own 
hours. At the same time, people over 60 are fully 
engaged in their lives and community — they are 
involved with family and organizations whose 
missions are important to them, enjoying the myriad 
programs and activities offered by the Town and 
organizations, and out and about supporting our 
local businesses, taking walks, and caring for their 
grandchildren. So without the time constraints of 
full-time work, but with a full-throttle joie de vivre, 


May - June 2014 


we are likely to see more residents around town, 
enjoying themselves and on their own schedules. 

The Council on Aging currently has about 
200 people who volunteer each year, the majority of 
whom are seniors themselves. As residents retire 
fully or partly, we have found that they are eager to 
give back to their community using the full measure 
of their life experience, expertise, and sense of 
wanting to make our community and the lives of 
other residents better. I predict that Lincoln’s 
tradition of volunteering will be flourishing in 2030. 

Lincoln will likely be even more a place 
where you can hear a concert, view art, and learn all 
about some aspect of life you have never 
encountered before, whether during the day or 
during an evening or weekend. Most of our 
programming is done by Lincoln seniors who share 
a talent or life’s work and those who participate in 
the COA are treated to art classes and exhibits, 
lectures on the humanities, science, travel, art, 
music, and other topics, concerts, films with 
discussions with the filmmakers, and so much more. 
If you can’t choose among the many programs 
available now, just wait till 2030! 

The Lincoln of 2030 will likely look a bit 
different from what it does now. Walking is great 
exercise, and, especially for those who no longer 
drive, a way to get around without a car. So, 
Lincoln may have even more walking trails and 
sidewalks than now along with benches and other 
amenities. As vital as Lincoln seniors are, later life 
does bring with it a higher number of physical 
challenges, so it is likely that public buildings, 
businesses, and homes will feature universal design 
to make them easy to be in for everyone. 

Finally, as Lincoln’s senior population 
grows, we will need to make sure that the COA and 
other Town departments are offering the programs 
and services people need, whether these are 
transportation, help arranging in-home services, 
crisis intervention, information on elder issues, and 
more. We will be working over the next decade to 
make sure that Lincoln residents of the future have 
what they need to stay healthfully and 
independently in our community in 2014, 2030, and 
beyond, and we invite everyone to join us on this 
adventure! 

Copyright 2014 by Carolyn Bottum 
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Small Plates 


Reviewed by Jeanne Bracken 


Katherine Hall Page, Small Plates: Short 
Fiction. William Morrow/HarperCollins 


‘Publishers, 2014. 
) 


Lincoln author Katherine Hall Page, best 


/ known as a novelist, is no stranger to shorter fiction. 


| She won an Agatha award for her short story “The 
|} Would-Be Widower,” which is included in this 
collection of clever stories. The amusing cover does 
have small plates, but the dishes being served up are 
‘not appetizing: one has a bloody butter knife, one a 
pair of bullets, on a big red question mark, and the 
fourth has a gun—a water pistol, to be exact. There 
are nine pieces in the book; several have appeared 
earlier and a few are new to the collection. 

The stories run the gamut with a missing 
will, a Faith Fairchild flashback to the Victorian era 
of “Upstairs, Downstairs”, a cooking reality show, 
‘marital discord, nefarious marital doings, and an 
abandoned infant named Christopher found in a 
barn on Christmas Eve. 

The latter story, “The Two Marys,” is 
longer, a novella-length piece that originally 
‘appeared in a four-story collection Mistletoe and 
Mayhem shared with two romance authors and 
another mystery writer. That book made bestseller 
lists due to the popularity of the romance authors, 
according to Katherine. “The Two Marys” is the 
only one in the collection that was later expanded 

into a full-length novel, The Body in the Sleigh. A 
quote from that story shows the wry commentary 
that Katherine is famous for: “Her mother had taken 
her father’s death as a personal affront and after 
several years of intense anger, joined him, 
presumably to give him what for.” 
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Fans of “Top Chef” and similar reality 
television shows will appreciate “Sliced” in which 
Faith joins three other celebrity chefs in a fund- 
raising competition. Of the stories, this is the one 
with the most precipitous denouement—you might 
call it chopped. A big surprise! 

But talk of abrupt endings—“Hiding Places” 
ends with a vicious twist that, while seemingly 
coming out of nowhere, really builds all along. 

My favorite is probably the first in the book, 
“The Ghost of Winthrop” which takes place in a 
Beacon Hill townhouse much like the one where I 
lived when I first came to Boston. The creaking 
noises in the night in the supposedly empty house— 
been there, felt that. Shivers all around. The plot 
revolves around a missing will and an approaching 
deadline, and the resolution is clever and relies on 
somewhat arcane knowledge that luckily the 
characters have. 

“The Body in the Dunes” evokes Cape Cod 
resorts, another familiar setting that draws readers 
into the story, with several unpleasant characters to 
stir the plot. “A Perfect Maine Day” is set along the 
Downeast coast that Katherine often writes about, 
since the Fairchild family has a summer home on a 
island a lot like the Sanpere Island in the story. 

This is a book to savor—either gobble the 
stories all up at once or spread them out over a few 
evenings—accompanied, she suggests, by a favorite 
libation—perhaps a St. Germain Cocktail from the 
recipes in the back, should you have elderflower 
liquor on hand. Just be careful who mixes it for 
you. BWAAAAA. 


Copyright 2014 by Jeanne Bracken 
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‘Interview 


| Local Author’s New Book: 
_ Katherine Hall Page offers Small 
Plates: Short Fiction 


by Jeanne Bracken 


Lincoln’s own Katherine Hall Page, award- 
| winning author of the Faith Fairchild Mystery 
) novels, has a new book out this spring, and it’s a 
| departure from her earlier books. Small Plates is a 
collection of short stories. 
| Katherine has over two dozen books to her 
‘credit: 22 in the Faith Fairchild series, four in the 
| Christie and Company series for young readers and 
_astand-alone juvenile novel about high school 
| students with special needs who face up to bullies 
together. The Body in the Belfry won the Agatha 
| for Best First Novel (awarded to traditional mystery 
_ writers who work in the Agatha Christie tradition); 
_ she won an Agatha for her short story “The Would- 
Be Widower” and a Best Mystery Novel for The 

Body in the Snowdrift. She was also nominated for 
an Agatha for her collection of recipes from the 
Fairchild series, Have Faith in Your Kitchen. She 
was the first to win the Agatha trifecta and is the 
only person to be nominated in the four categories. 
She has also been short-listed for Mary Higgins 
Clark and Edgar awards—both prestigious in the 
mystery community. 

She and her husband Alan Hein moved to 
Lincoln 16 years ago with their son Nicholas. Alan 
is Professor Emeritus of Experimental Psychology 

at MIT. She served on the DeCordova board for 
several years. 

The Lincoln Review caught up with 
Katherine over coffee (and tea) at Verrill Farm one 
“recent morning. 

) “Short stories are much harder to write than 
novels,” she said. She has been publishing the 

) Fairchild novels since 1991 when she wrote The 

| Body in the Belfry during a stay in France when 

\ Alan was on sabbatical from MIT. 

| “I was in the right place at the right time,” 

jshe said of the beginnings of her career. “Publishers 
woke up and sought more female mystery writers 
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after Marcia Muller, Sara Paretsky, and Sue Grafton 
became bestsellers. Women read more than men, 
and libraries buy for them. In the late 1990s 
publishers were looking to add female authors with 
strong female characters. It mirrored the growth of 
women’s roles in society. Traditional mystery 
writers before then, mostly in the UK, were men 
like Robert Barnard.” Traditional mysteries are 
those with less blood and gore and often center 
around the domestic rather than the darker subjects 
written by Robert Parker or Lee Child, for example. 

Also, for her early books, she worked with 
“the incomparable editor Ruth Cavin” at Saint 
Martin’s Press. The Body in the Belfry was the first 
manuscript Cavin acquired for St. Martin’s. “She 
said you can always fix plot but can’t supply the 
author with a distinctive voice.” 

Katherine doesn’t have plans to expand any 
more of these stories into novel length. “Some 
would make nice little television episodes,” she 
said. Readers can really visualize the scenes. Only 
“The Would-Be Widower” stands as it was 
originally published; she rewrote the others for the 
collection. 

In the case of “The Two Marys”, Katherine 
regretted “wasting the idea on a novella” but her 
agent agreed it would be okay to expand it with 
more characters and a more complicated plot. The 
result was The Body in the Sleigh. 

Short stories, she explained, are sort of 
chapter length, about 6000 to 8000 words. A 
novella is the length of “a couple of chapters,” and a 
novel has “lots of chapters”, usually 10 or 11 in her 
Faith Fairchild mysteries. “By my contract, the 
book can’t be too long or too short, between 60,000 
and 80,000 words.” 

Continued Page 34 
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Of course, no Katherine Hall Page mystery 

would be complete without recipes, since Faith is a 

caterer. Cardamom Raisin Bread, Mussels with 

Pasta, and a St. Germain Cocktail are included here, 

each reflective of one of the stories. OOPS...... 
Fans can look forward to more Faith In the March-April issue, we 

Fairchild mysteries in the years to come—following ‘ : 

the popular caterer as her children grow up and her neglected to credit a photo- 

curiosity matures. grapher. The panoramic view 

Copyright 2014 by Jeanne Bracken of Route 2 on page 9 was taken by 
Lincoln photographer 


Stanley Rowin. 
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Back in the fifties the first Lincoln Academy had a merry good time on the 
Fourth according to Judy Gross. Part of this whole piece appeared ina 


former Lincoln Review published in the seventies. 


Jeanne Bracken shares 2 work in progress The Price of Blood: Women’s Voices from 
the Battle Road, parts 1 and 2. 


It is lily season in Lincoln. Susan Landon shares two poems with you. 13 


A brief history of the White Church by the watering trough. 14 
Mariana Li Golden, our summer intern, shares her experiences in Spain, part 
of the Lincoln-Sudbury exchange program 


Remember going to the library in the summer when you were young? Barbara Myles 
the Director of the Lincoln Library certainly does 


A book review by Mariana Li Golden. She recommends the trilogy written by 


23 
Brandon Sanderson called Mistbornh. It is a venture story with philosophical 
questions. 
Lewis Lloyd writes about life in N.Y.C. during the sixties in the concert season . His 24 
article is entitled Bugling Beagles. 
Harold Smith walked through the Sculpture Park at deCordova with his 21 &27 


camera. 


A thank you to Mary Ann Hales for sharing this piece about the chipmunk. Mary 
Ann is a member of the WriteStuff group at the Lincoln Library. 
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“Lincoln” by DeWitt 
Godfrey at the deCordova 


Pye x al pee 10) 

Cor-ten steel and bolts 

Lent by the artist; This project is supported in part 
by The Research Council at Colgate University. 
Photo by Anchor Imagery 


DeWitt Godfrey is best known for his large, 
playful, rubber band-like steel sculptures. In line 
with these works, Lincoln, is composed of eighty 
cylinders of various sizes and shapes piled onto one 
another. This low-lying, horizontal sculpture, made 
specifically for the Sculpture Park’s front lawn, 

mimics the gentle curves of the deCordova 

landscape and encourages visitors to pass through 
and explore what’s on the other side. Godfrey 

describes his steel sculptures as buttresses that 

perfectly support a unique space, and create a 
relationship of dependency between landscape and 
object. At over 150 feet long, Lincoln, is one of the 
largest works ever shown in the Sculpture Park and 
Godfrey’s most expansive to date. 
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Godfrey’s steel ellipses are at once flexible 
and stiff, flimsy and strong. The different shaped 
circles that spill down the hillside appear to be put 
together by chance but are actually shaped by the 
artist, who forms the steel pieces and bolts them 
together. When doing so, Godfrey takes into 
account the ability of the material to absorb stress 
and tension, resulting in unique, non-traditional 
forms. As a combination of individual elements, 
Godfrey’s constructions are not singular, 
autonomous sculptures, but a network of mutually 
supportive elements. 

The use of industrial materials and the large scale of 
Godfrey’s installations connect him with Minimalist 
sculptors of the 1970s including Richard Serra, 
whose large-scale corten steel works are hulking, 
heavy, imposing forms. Godfrey’s work takes the 
physicality and presence of Minimalist sculptures 
and imbues them with a sense of movement and 
buoyancy. Unlike Minimalist sculpture that is fixed 
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and often described as ‘cold,’ Godfrey’s works are 
hollow and light. 

DeWitt Godfrey studied at Yale University 
before receiving his MFA from Edinburgh College 
of Art. He is currently associate professor at 
Colgate University in Hamilton, New York, where 
he is also director of the Institute for the Creative 
and Performing Arts. 


Reprinted with permission from 
www. decordova.org 
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(The first part of this article was in the Lincoln 
Review in the seventies.) 


GLORIOUS FOURTH 
Judith Gross 


The editors have asked me to write an article 
about the Lincoln 4th of July parade. Although | am 
flattered to be identified with such a grand and 
happy occasion, my knowledge of the parade is 
somewhat curtailed by the fact that I am usually in 
it. Huffing and puffing along the route, often under 
a sheet of some sort of plastic, I am unable to see 
much more than my own two feet and sometimes 
not much ofthem. The 4th of July in Lincoln is 
a major event. Residents have been known to cancel 
vacations in order to be here, and former residents 
return for the day. It is a parade without equal, a 
celebration of true independence. 

Anyone can be in it. The floats can be on 
any subject. The only requirement is that you turn 
up at the Smith School in time to join in the line of 
march. The half hour before the starting time is a 
frenzied one with everything falling apart. It's a 
good idea to have plenty of pins and scotch tape 
along. A staple gun is helpful. A calm disposition is 
even more helpful, but if you have been up all night 
thinking of and writing signs you are apt to forget to 
bring them with you. 

Anything can be a float: a flatbed truck, a 
VW bug or bus, a group of costumed marchers 
carrying signs, a unicycle, or a large grubby wudge 
of material careening along labeled "Smoke 
Pollution." For the most part the parade gives the 
town a giant opportunity to laugh at itself. 

Incidents which occur at town meeting in 
March are likely to be subjects of attack on the 
4th of July. Giant mosquitoes appeared on 
several floats the year that the town voted in their 
favor. When the telephone exchange became 
"Clearwater " an extraordinary number of the 
great unwashed paraded. Garbage is a popular 
subject along with the dump. Years ago a float 
with two little pigs riding on it was a suggested 
solution for garbage disposal. When the dump 
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changed its name to Sanitary Landfill, ladies 
marched in their high heels and white gloves 
carrying garbage on silver platters wrapped in 
saran wrap. 

Most of the town's boards and 
organizations participate in the parade. Their 
floats depict some of their successes but more 
often the disasters of the past year. These have a 
conciliatory effect; when the school committee invites 
you to shoot arrows at it in July you forget why you 
were so irritated with it in February. (February is a 
very cross month in Lincoln - has been for years.) 

The Lincoln Academy of Arts and Sciences is said to 
have been formed for the sole purpose of creating floats 
for the 4th of July, although their by-laws state that they 
might occasionally do something else. (According to the 
by-laws, they might give an annual ball -- they never 
have.) One of their most memorable appearances was 
the 175-foot boa constrictor. Signs stated, "Boa, "Moa 
Boa,” "Somoa Boa," and finally "Noa Hoa Boa." (This 
was in memory of the boa constrictor that Dave 
Webster. the science teacher, lost in Smith School that 
year.) 

The Lincoln Academy's first float is not 
remembered by anyone and the story 1s only told here 
in hope of encouraging first-time float builders. The 
year was 1957 and the float was planned to celebrate 
the International Geophysical Year. A mock balloon 
ascension was felt to be cost appropriate. A giant 
weather balloon was ordered from the New York 
Times, and after some difficulty a tank of helium was 
procured from the Mass. General Hospital. The 
balloon was attached to a playpen which was tied to 
the top of a VW bus. Members of the Academy were 
jubilant as the balloon was inflated and rose grandly 
in the air, but the Founding Fathers of the 
Academy, scientists and engineers except for the 
doctor who stole the helium, had neglected to 
take into account the height of the balloon to the 
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tree branches along the route. The inevitable 
happened and long before reaching the judges' 
stand the balloon burst, and the International 
Geophysical Year was heralded into Lincoln by 
a large limp piece of rubber hanging forlornly 
over the side of a playpen and a VW bus. 

One of the miracles of the parade is the 
judges' ability to make award decisions as the 
phantasmagoria passes the stand. In most years 
ribbons have been awarded to each float, which 
necessitates some quick thinking and 
inventiveness on the part of the judges. The signs 
are often unintelligible and the concepts baffling. 
In one parade (back when the dump was open on 
holidays) the Lincoln Painting Co. had gone to the 
dump and on their return realized the parade was 
just making the turn past the Library and back 
down Lincoln Road. They waited patiently until 
the last float had gone before continuing their 
journey. Much to their astonishment as they 
passed the Center School they were stopped by 
the judges and awarded a ribbon. 

Last year's Bicentennial Parade was so 
spectacular, many may feel inclined to take this 
year off. I hope that won't happen and that instead 
new groups will be inspired to parade and start this 
country's third century off with a bang! © 20/4 by 
Judy Gross 


Judy is still active in Lincoln and is 
Chairman of the Pierce House Committee. I had the 
pleasure of visiting with Judy Gross recently and 
she shared her memories of the activities of the 
Lincoln Academy in the Fifties. The Academy 
would meet during the year for social activities but 
the Fourth of July Parade was the highlight of the 
year. Among the members of this “secret society” 
were Tom and Judy Gross, Gwen and Hank 
Morgan, the Halls, the Langtons, and the Selfidges. 
Judy said with a smile that it was really crazy 
group. Then she added, “ People who were not 
members were suspicious of us.” 


We talked more about the Fourth of July 
parades and Gwen remembered a sign that said 
“Let’s build a school big enough to lose this one.” 
That was a reference to the missing boa constrictor 
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in the schools. Judy found herself helping with 
floats in the parade. She explained to me that in the 
Fifties there was a man, Mr. Spooner, who went 
door to door selling men’s underwear. So she 
bought men’s T-shirts from him. Next she 
stenciled the following on them, “The Lincoln 
Academy of the Arts “ and the words “Semper 
Occasionally”. Then she added an artist’s palette, a 
telescope, wine glass, and the words “Bunnies for 
Families”. With pride Judy showed me the stencils 
she made of the above. But what about the women 
on the float? The solution was to tear the sheets off 
the bed and make them into dresses with the 
appropriate words stenciled them! 

© 2014 by Betty Smith 


Editor’s comment. The COA now sponsors the 
Lincoln Academy under the leadership of Crawley 
Cooper. Just to let you know, Crawley said that 
when he chose the name, he knew nothing about 
the first Academy and what its purpose was. Also, 
those puzzled by the “Bunnies for Families” 
concept might not recall a bump in the birth rate 
that suggested a serious increase in the school 
population. 
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This is an excerpt from a work in progress, The Price of Blood: Women’s Voices from the Battle Road by 
Jeanne Munn Bracken. The historic novel in verse is told from many points of view, including, as here, that of 
Loyalists. 


The Grendiene Wife I 


Boston, Spring of 1775 

Regarding Boston from the barracks where 

the Regulars are quartered, fusiliers, light infantry, 

grenadiers, marines, all shuffled willy-nilly through the spring, 

I still think back on how I came, that dreadful voyage 

all of sevens: a cabin seven feet wide, seven feet long, seven feet high 
for seven weeks, aboard the Friendship, crammed 

together, we three women, our three children, tossed about 

in gales and storms, bound for New York harbor in 

service to the King. 


2 


The early days were fraught with storms, 

with howling winds, with huge capped waves 

that threatened to upset us, throw us in the deep. 

Below decks was a misery, the other women stricken ill 

with puking days and puking nights 

and a ceiling-hung cradled infant mewling endlessly 

with nary respite for a nod or sleep. 

The stench was beyond bearing, retching bile, foul baby wastes, 
souring the firmest gut to nauseated woe. 


The cattle in the byres on England’s shores were better housed 

than soldiers’ families sailing to the colonies. 

My cabinmate was very sick, abed a fortnight if a day, 

without a single meal at table for the livelong voyage. 

So touchy, so ill-natured, so hard to please was she 

that there was scarce no bearing her. I was most heartily tired of her 
and wished the voyage at an end chiefly on her account. 


Escaping her to open decks, I marveled in good weather 

at following dolphins and flying fish. The Friendship 

bore a mighty load of soldiers, women, babes in arms, 
with all the goods to carry us across the seething main: 
Sheep and hogs, fowls and ducks, bags of oats and bales of hay, 
a Noah’s ark of creatures great and small, with all the stink 
such animals create in spaces cramped and airless. 

Green tea, sugar brown and sugar white, eggs and lemons, 
flour and mustard, and of course the potables: 

Rum and brandy, bottled porter, shrub and wine 

plus coffee, currants, pickled tongues, potatoes, onions, 
parsnips, turnips, leeks, all manner of spices and herbs. 
Indeed it was a crowded craft that bore us to New York. 
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Within a year, scarce before we were settled, 

off to Boston we were sent to quiet the rebellion 
cooking up like so much pottage on the hearth. 

All the days the marching, training, we unwelcome visitors 
come here to scare the rebels to their senses. 

Yet not just scourges are we to them— 

People have befriended us at wells and shops 

that serve us, whig and tory, militia and regular. 

Given time we can find common ground, 

melt the violence, the anger, misunderstandings 

that cleave our brotherhood. One King reigns over all-- 
the colonies mere outposts of England, if afar. 
Preparing for war, our fervent hope for peace. 


The Grenadier’s Wife II 


Boston, April 18, Late Afternoon 


The waiting time, it seems, 1s past. Two days ago some companies 
were sworn from duty, told to stay near home and tarry not 

in taverns, on the docksides or away from reach 

of couriers with vital messages to cry in haste. 


Orders came this afternoon, some troops to muster 

on the green, near the Charlesbank by the boats-- 

equipped for an excursion, a march into the villages 

to wrest supplies and pride from rebel hands, 

reminding rag-tag farmers of the might of George III, 

his polished soldiers trained, best in the world, to make 

quick work of this rebellion, then back to Boston by fall of night, 
victorious. 


Keep the confidence, said the orders. Make all haste but silently, 
tell no one of your goal, secrete your actions, 
report in twos and threes as if at leisure or at games. 


What fool would swallow that? What leisure games 
require a pack, accoutrements, a days’ provisions? 
Boston seethes. Can there be a man or maid, 

a child or mongrel unaware of what this action means? 
The very chickens in the yard 

know full well what awaits. 

My grenadier has gone, has marched away, 

and like the chickens and the fools, I bate my breath 
and pray. 


copyright 2014 Jeanne M. Bracken 
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A big hug to all our advertisers 
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Lilies through the Ages Tiger Lily Road 


Whether on a Cretan vase 

or an Assyrian monument, 
lilies have long inspired artists. 
Chosen as a Christian symbol 
of Jesus, Mary and saints, 

the lily was often depicted 

by medieval religious painters. 
Today, star-shaped Easter lilies, 
white trumpets on a three foot stem, ©2014 Susan Landon 
symbolize the resurrection 

of Jesus on church altars. 


It’s a private name 

for a stretch of road 
where July’s bounty 
overflows in lush 
green trees and rows 
of brilliant orange 
tiger lilies in the yards. 


Lilies now grace gardens. 
Nodding rows of tiger lilies 

with orange, black-spotted petals 
decorate lawns in summer. 
Hybrids bred from Easter lilies 
like Black Butterfly and Fire King 
amaze in alluring colors. 
Crossing the Madonna lily 

and other European species 

bred the pale pink Artemis 

and the red-orange Prelude. 


The deep red Journey’s End, 

a Japanese hybrid lily with 
flowers curving backwards, 

is a cousin of the Casablanca lily. 
Blooming in mid-summer 

in a Lincoln garden in clusters 
of huge white flowers with 
red-brown, pollen-bearing anthers, 
it is magnificent as a cut flower. 
This fragrant beauty is often 
entwined in bridal bouquets. 


© 2014 Susan Landon 
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Editor’s Note: We were unable to find out who 
specifically wrote this piece and when. We assume 
that it was done by Committee in the early 1980’s. 
It is part of an article titled the story of the first 
parish in Lincoln. 


The Story of the First Parish 
Church, Lincoln 


Our history 


It is hard to imagine that in the early 1700" s, 
Lincoln as we know it today was the backland of 
the three established communities of Concord, 
Lexington and Weston with scattered farms on 
lonely roads. Unhappy with their isolation from 
each other, their towns and churches, certain 
inhabitants of this section petitioned the General 
Court on June 17, 1734, "Praying that their Families 
and Estates may be set off from the said Towns and 
erected into a separate Township." Several times 
during the next few years this petition was 
presented and repeatedly denied because citizens of 
Lexington were opposed on the ground that the 
petitioners from that town had voted to call their 
minister and ought to stay and help pay his salary. 

In the middle 1730's the families in this vicinity 
began to hold services in the home of Edward Flint. 
After several years, during which each freeholder 
was compelled to pay the ministerial tax in his own 
town as well as contribute toward the services at 
Mr. Flint's, another petition was made to the 
General Court similar to the previous ones. A 
committee appointed to examine the needs of the 
inhabitants made a favorable report, and in April 
1746 the Court passed an act to create in this place" 
a distinct and separate 
precinct," by which such inhabitants as desired to 
do so had permission to establish a local church. 

Immediately thereafter twenty-two men assumed 
the task of building a meeting-house on land where 
the Parish House now stands, donated by Edward 
Flint. On June 25, 1747 this was accepted as the 
precinct meetinghouse and on August 18, 1747, the 
church was formally organized. 
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Since the precinct was now fulfilling most of the 
functions of a town, and by its remote location 
formed a natural political unit, the desire grew 
stronger to have it incorporated into a township. 
This end was achieved in 1754 and the name 
Lincoln was adopted, having been proposed by the 
man who had been most influential in securing the 
act of incorporation, the Hon. Chambers Russell. 
His ancestral home was in Lincolnshire, England, 
and his Lincoln home is now known as the Codman 
House. 

At that time the church and state were not 
separated; the meeting-house served for both town 
meeting and religious worship, and the minister's 
salary was voted as an appropriation at the annual 
town meeting. On May 3, 1830, due to widespread 
discontent with the minister then serving the 
church, the town meeting refused to make any 
appropriation for his salary. Interested persons, 
finding some action necessary, formed a "Religious 
Society," or parish, to provide financial support for 
the church. The First Parish was organized on May 
15, 1830. The church supported by this original 
First Parish was the Congregational church. 

Religious differences became accentuated 
throughout New England during the early 
nineteenth century and were intensified here by the 
minister to whom the town eventually refused 
financial support. Many citizens, including both 
liberals and conservatives, left the Lincoln church 
and became affiliated with churches in neighboring 
towns. 

The town and church now separated, the question 
arose as to which owned the meeting-house. This 
was finally decided in favor of the First Parish, but 
the town continued to hold meetings there for a 
number of years. 

The meeting-house was burned down in 1859, 
perhaps having been set on fire. Within a year a 
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second building was completed on the same site. 
This served the needs of the church for a 
generation. In 1890, major repairs being required 
and funds supplied by private donors being 
available, it was tom down and replaced by the 
Stone Church, a part of our present Parish House. 

On August 12, 1841 a group of men of the liberal 
persuasion met in the Center School House to form 
a religious organization to be called the Unitarian 
Congregational Society in Lincoln. Efforts to get 
support from the 
town having failed, plans were soon adopted to 
raise money and erect a meeting-house. This 
meeting-house, the present White Church, was com- 
pleted in 1842, funds for its construction having 
been obtained largely through the sale of pews. 
During the nineteenth century it had no resident 
minister. Services were led by Unitarian ministers 
from neighboring towns. Under the leadership of 
the Rev. James DeNormandie, the church came to 
new life in the early part of this century, and, for a 
number of years previous to the union of the 
churches, profited from the ministry of promising 
theological students, a few of whom remained for 
short periods after graduation and ordination. 

Relations between the two churches were always 
cordial in spite of differences. The choir of the 
Congregational church sang at the service of 
dedication of the White Church. The Unitarians 
invited the Congregationalists, or "Orthodox" as 
they were usually called, to use their building 
between the burning of the original meeting-house 
and the erection of the new, as well as during the 
demolition of the second building and _ the 
construction of the Stone Church. 

The question of uniting the churches was 
considered first in 1859 following the burning of 
the Congregational building. During the two 
decades preceding 1935, the two churches 
considered the matter several times, but with no 
success. In that year, due to the concerted efforts of 
some laymen of the two churches, a federation was 
established. The people joined in a common 
program of work and worship but the two churches 
preserved their identities. The Rev. Charles M. 
Styron was called to be the first minister of the joint 
enterprise and assumed his duties in February 1936. 
Federation, which established cooperation but 
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perpetuated the distinct churches, was found 
cumbersome administratively, and served to 
accentuate differences. The desire for a complete 
and uncompromising union was so great that on 
May 25, 1942 the Unitarian and Congregational 
churches went out of existence by vote of their 
members and the united church came into being 
under the existing framework of the First Parish in 
Lincoln. 

All the worldly possessions of the two former 
churches were deeded to their successor. Thus the 
old First Parish, organized in 1830 to provide 
financial support for the Congregational church 
when funds were denied it by the town, became the 
vehicle of union. The by-laws of the old First Parish 
were amended by substituting an entirely new set to 
enable it to be and to function as a church. Now 
finding itself the possessor of two church buildings 
in Lincoln Center, the White Church came to serve 
as the place of worship and the Stone Church (our 
present Parish House) as a center for church offices, 
Church School, committee meetings, church 
suppers and other activities. 

After one hundred and ten years, the original 
concept of unity was restored in Lincoln Center and 
today we find ourselves living, worshiping and 
working together in "the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace. " 

In 1963 Sumner Smith, in memory of his mother 
and father, Mr. & Mrs.’ Charles Sumner Smith, 
who themselves had been generous supporters of 
the First Parish, gave the Stearns Room addition to 
the White Church. In this gift were combined a 
recognition of one of the Parish's most 
distinguished ministers, the Rev. Charles Stearns, 
and Charles Smith's long held desire to see the two 
center churches reunited. 

From 1967 to 1970, the entrances were 
redesigned to provide adequate vestibule space, the 
balcony was rebuilt to provide space for the choir, 
and a tracker organ, built by the Noack Organ Co. 
of Andover, was installed. In 1979 a bell for the 
steeple was given in memory of Newton Prouty 
DeNormandie, George Wells, and Louis E. 
Paddock, thus completing the basic facilities of the 
building. 
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A Visit to Spain 


By Mariana Li Golden 


International travel never turns out to be 
quite what you expect. Whether you are embarking 
from our little town of Lincoln, bound for a 
thronging mecca of human activity like London, 
Beijing, or Paris, or simply heading for another little 
suburb hiding somewhere in the shadows of a 
hulking city, you are bound for some unexpected 
adventures. Such was my experience with the 
Lincoln-Sudbury exchange program, which took us 
to the tiny coastal town of Tineo in the Asturias 
region of Spain (which lies along the Bay of 
Biscay). 

When we first arrived in Tineo, I remember 
wanting to immediately crawl into a hole and 
hibernate. But my host family was there to meet me 
at the airport with smiles stretched from ear-to-ear 
and boundless enthusiasm... so I plastered a grin on 
my face that I hoped was wide enough to match 
theirs and steeled myself against the deluge of hugs 
and kisses that I knew would follow (in Spain, it is 
customary to greet people with a kiss on each 
cheek). | hadn’t slept in approximately 24 hours, but 
I figured that I could make it through another 60 
minutes before I fell asleep on my feet. 

Fifteen hours and two parties later , and I 
still hadn’t slept. I was pretty sure I had pushed my 
body to a new state of existence in which one can 
subsist entirely on a mixture of we’re-not-in- 
Kansas-anymore adrenaline and a few liters of 
Spain’s suspiciously-bright-orange-and-probably- 
toxic-chemical-filled Fanta. Of course, I had been 
warned of the numerous parties we would probably 
be required to attend in Spain, but that couldn’t 
prevent me from being exhausted after pulling my 
second all-nighter in a row. 
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Over the course of the next two weeks, I 
watched a slew of my classmates heading off to 
parties every night. Most of them were thrilled to 
attend, but I’m more of the type to stay at home and 
curl up under my covers with a book or spend hours 
alone in my room writing, crafting, or watching 
movies. I was lucky, however, to end up with an 
exchange partner who was not much of a party-goer 
herself, so we had philosophical discussions around 
the dinner table in broken Spanglish instead of 
heading off to the discotecas with the rest of the 
teens. 

Of course, that didn’t mean I was excused 
from the other activities that our teachers had 
planned for us, which included a host of field trips 
to scenic spots in Spain. We took a day to visit the 
lakes of Covadonga, with their gloriously blue 
waters, flower-studded shores, and breathtaking 
mountain backdrop. We stopped in Oviedo which 
showcased cathedrals and synagogues so majestic 
that they could inspire awe from the most irreverent 
of onlookers. Our last stop was Madrid, where we 
stayed for three days, during which time we visited 
El Prado (which houses Velasquez’ famed “‘Las 
Meninas”, or “The Family of Felipe IV”) and the 
majestic Palacio Real in Madrid. 

But what stands out most in my memory are 
the quirky little instances that were neither glorious 
nor beautiful, but rather unexpected and amusing. 
For example, the bus ride up to Covadonga would 
have been beautiful had the roads not been barely 
wide enough to fit a single car, let alone a bus. I try 
not to imagine what would have happened if there 
had been a vehicle traveling down from the opposite 
direction as we were heading up, but I remember 
speculating with my fellow classmates that it would 
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probably involve a sacrifice of someone for the 
greater good. 

One of the most enjoyable parts of the trip, 
in my esteemed opinion, was the consumption of 
croquetas. Would I rather relish the majesty the 
halls of Madrid’s Palacio Real, or enjoy the simple 
pleasure of a fried ball of some substance that 
faintly resembled cheese? Palacio Real is pretty 
grand, but, then again, so 1s cheese. And I was not 
out-of-place for my appreciation of cheese-related 
enjoyment. Tineo is a tiny town, but it’s surrounded 
by farms. And where do cows come from? Farms? 
Where does cheese come from? Cows. And why 
were a few LS students featured on the Spanish 
national news station? Because they were being 
interviewed about their personal experience with 
Tineo’s legendary albino cow. 

You'd think that 1f exchange students were 
to be interviewed about anything, it would be about 
the incredible experience of taking part in an 
international exchange program. But no. They were 
interviewed about the altogether more pressing 
matter of albino cows. Apparently one had been 
roaming the hills of Tineo and inspiring awe into 
the hearts of the locals. So, of course, the natural 
thing to do was to interview non-native, only- 
partially-fluent speakers of Spanish about an albino 
cow of which they had never heard in a language 
that was not their own. 

One of my best memories from the trip was 
sitting in the living room of one of the host families 
and watching the interview. Laughing hysterically 
with my exchange partner as we watched my fellow 
LS students flounder for something insightful to 
say. Silently but fervently thanking the god of 
albino cows in Asturias that I was not the one being 
interviewed. In the end, the trip was not at 
all what I expected, but, it was one of the best 
experiences I’ve ever had. I made some incredible 
friendships and had some unforgettable experiences. 
I think with travel, you just have to learn to “expect 
the unexpected.” 


© 2014 by Mariana Li Golden 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


For this issue of the Lincoln Review we 
welcome our summer intern Mariana Li Golden, 
Lincoln resident and member of the L-S class of 
2015. We have enjoyed working with her, getting a 
fresh and younger view of the magazine. We 
hesitate to call her an aspiring writer, because we 
think she already is one. Her versatility shines in her 
book review and her engaging essay about her class 
trip to Spain. 

We have also had fun with Judy Gross’ 
decades-old Review article about the “original” 
Lincoln Academy; her reminiscences about earlier 
July 4" Parades almost make up for the 2014 wash- 
out. 

We wish you a pleasant summer of ice 
cream, swimming, and family visits (of course the 
latter only with the relatives you actually like.) 
Betty and Jeanne 


For Your Listening 
Enjoyment 


Commuting.....Fixing the Car 
Dusting the House.....Riding the Train 
Lying on the Beach.....Jogging 
The Lincoln Review on CD 
Read by: 

Mr. Rob Todd 


Now available in the Town Library 


19 
July — August 2014 


Concord Funeral Home 


Lincoln Tree 
& Landscape 


& 


: Tops sessional La nelsce ih eZ Lorstunction 


Professionally Trained Staff of Employees 
- Certified Arborists - Landscape Architects 
- Certified Horticulturalists _- Sanitary Engineers 
- Title V Septic Installers - Licensed Carpenters 
Tree Services Excavation 
- Expert Climbing - Septic Systems 
- Structural & Aesthetic - Utility Relocation 
Pruning ~ Drai nage Systems 
- Dif ficult Tree Removal - Oil Tank Removal 
- 24 hr Emergency Service 


Property Maintenance Landscaping 


- Sala Programs - Landscape Desien 
; o 


Caring, Compassionate Service Since 1936 


Services Offered Let Us cae You With 


p ne 4 Trib 
reso ZECG TE 
i 


- Tree & Shrub Pruning - Perennial Gardens 
- Edging & Bed Mai tenance - Planting 
- Spring & Fall Clean Ups - Lawn Installation 
ave n & Field Mowing - Irrigation Systems 
- Snow Plowing & Sandi ng - Poison Ivy Eradication 
- Street Sweeping 


Brick and Natural Stone Masonry 


- Custom Designed Stone Walls, Patios, Terraces 
& Walks w! ‘ Bluestone, I feidsione. Cobblestone, 
Brick & Granite 


(781) 259-8020 (978) 263-1967 Advertisment Rates 


Directors 


* ; g.7 re ae xy = 4 [FE on 
pirlamachi eKMmiingd H Tinnicifia 
BUNQMaCh * EAMUNG i 


Full Page $90.00 
Half Page $55.00 


% Page $40.00 


20 
The Lincoln Review July — August 2014 


A Sunny Day at the 
deCordova Sculpture Park 


Donut with 3 Balls by Fletcher Benton 
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Landscape detail in Alice’s Garden 
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Read What You Like 


By Barbara Myles, Director, Lincoln Public Library 


The Children’s Department and Auxiliary 
hosted a fun Summer Reading Kick Off Party on 
June 26. This year’s party was different from 
previous parties because it was a rainy day and we 
held the party at Bemis Hall. We couldn’t spread 
out indoors the way we can on the library’s lawn. 
Kids couldn’t run around like they do outdoors 
because the room was very crowded. It was a better 
party in some ways because the enthusiasm was 
denser and more contagious. We were loud but the 
COA folks who stuck around liked it. They 
couldn’t help but be curious about what was going 
on. Some of them went upstairs to have a look. 
They smiled. 

Reading can be fun! That’s what we are 
telling kids. It’s the summer and you can read 
whatever you want. If you don’t know what you 
would like to read, you can ask Amy and Jane and 
Dana and Debbie. Ask them all! They are very 
nice. 

Some kids learn to read without much effort 
and enjoy reading. For others reading is difficult. 
When I was in grade school, I did my homework 
but I didn’t begin to read books for fun until about 
the fifth grade. I liked playing outdoors and 
watching too much TV. Amy told me that the first 
time she read a book and enjoyed it was in the third 
grade. Jane had a special reading tutor through the 
third grade. Can you believe that? Amy and Jane 
have a great time reading now! It’s hard to imagine 
that reading was once difficult for them. 

The thing about books I didn’t like as I got 
older is that the ratio of pictures to words changed 
so much. When finally there were no more pictures 
in the books at my reading level, it made me sad. | 
really like the pictures! Many children’s books 
have great artwork. 

When was the last time you read a children’s 
book? It was probably a long time ago. Hey, it’s 
the summer. You can read what you like! You can 
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read for fun! You can do what I do: ask Amy and 
Jane and Dana and Debbie for book suggestions. | 
always get a good book that way. Or, you can look 
at the books on display in the Children’s Room and 
pick one of those to read. Or, if you have a favorite 
author or subject, you can go directly to the shelves 
and pick out your own book. 

Copyright 2014 by Barbara Myles 


Editors’ note: We like children’s books, too. The 
stellar Children’s Department has compiled 
suggested reading lists but we would like to add a 
Jew of our favorites. 

From Jeanne: Anything by Jo Knowles, Cynthia 
Lord or Carrie Jones [for middle grade readers 
up]. For mystery lovers, Tamra Wight’s Packrat 
and Cooper series (new title due in August.) 

For scientific minds: Anything by Melissa Stewart. 
For history buffs: Deborah Kops. 

An embarrassing confession: Jeanne just read A 
Wrinkle in Time and didn’t like it much; do you 
agree? 

From Mariana: Any of Carolyn Keene’s novels 
(Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys). The Chronicles 
of Narnia by C.S. Lewis. The Mysterious Benedict 
Soctety by Trenton Lee Stewart. 
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Book Review: Brandon 
Sanderson’s Mistborn 


By Mariana Li Golden 


If you are looking for an adventure this 
summer, read Brandon Sanderson’s Mistborn. The 
trilogy of books is action-packed and filled with 
enough battles and heros to satisfy a reader seeking 
a thrill, but also poses enough philosophical 
questions to make your head spin. 

Sanderson’s portrayal of characters and 
character development is impressive. A lot of 
fantasy fiction tends to showcase characters who are 
thrown into the plot ready-made to fit the “hero” 
mold. Sanderson, however, introduces the 
protagonist, Vin, as a weak little street urchin who 
can barely keep herself alive. She is broken and 
beaten, mentally and physically, and therefore she is 
angry and cares only for herself. But by the end of 
the third book, she has, quite literally, ascended to 
godhood. You’d think such a massive transition 
would be jarring to read, but Sanderson does it in 
such a way that the change makes sense, both plot- 
wise and character-wise. 

Mistborn also does an incredible job of 
discussing religion. Sanderson’s exploration of this 
topic centers around the character Sazed, who 
studies all of the known religions but believes in 
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none of them. He is initially optimistic about the 
potential of religion in helping people to live 
happier and more fulfilling lives, but eventually 
becomes disillusioned and depressed with the 
concept because his own life takes a turn for the 
worst. At the very end of the final volume in the 
trilogy, however, he finds the answers for which he 
is looking in an absolutely brilliant, should-have- 
seen-it-coming plot twist. 

Mistborn is geared towards young adults, 
but it’s a great read for anyone of any age. Some 
people will simply view it as a fun adventure, 
whereas others will read it as an exploration of 
philosophical questions and religion. Either way, it 
is sure to be an absolutely enthralling read. 
Mistborn: The Final Empire, July 17, 2006 
Mistborn: The Well of Ascension, August 21, 2007 
Mistborn: The Hero of Ages, October 14, 2008 


© 2014 by Mariana Li Golden 
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BUGLING BEAGLES 


By Lewis L. Lloyd 


At the end of managing Merce Cunningham’s 
dance company through performances in Spain, France, 
Germany and Sweden, I thought I was going to be out of 
a job again. This was the way things went - when the 
dance company had funds to tour, I’d get paid as the 
manager; if not, well... 

But not this time. Just before I left with the 
dance company for Spain, I received a call from Steve 
Benedict, the Chairman of the Board of the Festival 
Orchestra, led by Thomas Dunn (later to be Music 
Director of the Handel and Haydn Society in Boston). 
The chamber orchestra presented concerts every year at 
Carnegie Hall and Philharmonic Hall. He was looking 
for a manager of the orchestra. Would I be interested? I 
was very interested. I thought, “This could be a new and 
steady career.” 

Steve hired me to be the Associate Manager of 
The Festival Orchestra for its 1966-67 season of 
concerts. Our schedule opened in October with a non- 
subscription concert at Philharmonic Hall, followed by 
our annual “Messiah” at Carnegie Hall. Starting in 
January we would present a subscription series of four 
concerts at Philharmonic Hall at Lincoln Center. The last 
concert on the series would be Bach’s great “The 
Passion According to St. Matthew.” Steve urged me to 
meet with Tom Dunn as soon as I got back from Europe. 

This was a full load for a “staff” that counted 
just Tom, Tom’s partner, who acted as the orchestra 
librarian, Ronny, who ran the one-room office and 
managed subscription ticket sales, and me. Ronny had 
been working for the orchestra since it was founded five 
years before. He happened to mention in one of our early 
meetings that I was the fourth of the orchestra’s 
managers. 

I regularly attended the board meetings, where I 
learned the full depth of the orchestra’s financial 
problems. The shaky finances didn’t frighten me though, 
coming as | did from the world of modern dance, which 
was truly a hand-to-mouth sort of existence. 

Fresh off the plane from Europe, I went down to 
Greenwich Village to meet with Tom at his apartment to 
discuss the concert season. I was greeted at the door by a 
dog making a terrific racket and Tom wearing a dour 
expression. He immediately introduced me to the light of 
his life, Hazel. Hazel was Tom’s very old, much loved 
beagle. 


“Well, that dog makes a hell of noise, barking 
like that,” I commented with a smile. 

Tom took offense. “She doesn’t ‘bark’ and she 
isn’t a ‘dog’, he said, ever the meticulous musician. “ 
Beagles are hounds and they don’t bark, they bugle.” 
And he went on, “We are going to need a pack of them 
for our concert at Philharmonic Hall in January.” I was 
taken aback. A pack of beagles? 

Tom explained that the program would open 
with Bach’s “Suite No. 3 in D Major,” followed by the 
American premiere of Lee Hoiby’s “Concerto For Piano 
and Orchestra.” Then his tight mouth was transformed 
into a real smile as he described the opening work on the 
second half of the concert: Leopold Mozart’s “Sinfonia 
di Caccia.” “A hunting symphony,” Tom said, which 
called for shotguns and, best of all, bugling beagles. 

The shotguns I was sure I could locate (although 
I very much doubted the management of Philharmonic 
Hall would agree to firing guns in the hall, even blanks). 
But where would I find a pack of beagles? Tom assured 
me that with his contacts through Hazel’s vet I’d be able 
to find the pack we needed. 

Indeed this was true. Hazel’s vet connected me 
to The Buckram Beagles, a hunting pack, located in 
Brookville, Long Island. They were, it turned out, quite 
well known among the circle of folks who loved hunting 
dogs. They hunted on weekends on the few remaining 
vast estates of the North Shore of Long Island, the so- 
called “Gold Coast.” Their prey were rabbits which, 
when tracked and cornered by the hounds, were torn 
apart and eaten by them. “OK,” I thought, “and now 
these little hounds, with bloody fangs, were headed for 
Lincoln Center!” 

A couple of weeks before the concert, I met with 
Patrick B. MacGinnis, Jr., manager of Philharmonic 
Hall. Although Packy, as he was known, was amused at 
the idea of the Buckram Beagles, he was less amused at 
the idea of gunfire in the hall, and the shotguns were 
summarily replaced by tympani. 

I left my meeting with Packy thinking that 
managing an orchestra that performed at Carnegie Hall 
and Philharmonic Hall was probably what many young 
concert managers would consider the peak of their 
careers. I, at age 28, was surely there! Yet it was curious 
to me that I would have to spend so much time figuring 
out how to get the hounds on stage. Tom’s plan was for 
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the beagles to cross down stage four times: enter from 
stage left, cross, exit stage right, then enter from stage 
right, cross, exit stage left, then re-enter from stage left, 
to repeat the routine once more. 

During this performance, four French horn 
players were to stand down stage of Tom, facing the 
audience. This meant that Tom would have his back to 
the horn players and the hounds. I anticipated but could 
not solve in my mind the traffic problem of the hounds 
crossing and recrossing the stage through or in front of 
the horn players who, I prayed, would be professional 
enough to keep right on playing, on time and in tune. 

But this was not to be our biggest challenge. 

The hounds arrived in their truck at the stage 
door of Philharmonic Hall in time for the orchestra’s 
afternoon rehearsal of that night’s concert. The 
stagehands were mightily amused as the hounds were 
unloaded by the Huntsman (the leader of the pack, who 
usually, but not tonight, carried and blew a small brass 
horn) and the four Whippers In, who assisted the 
Huntsman in keeping the beagles gathered in a pack. The 
men were dressed in their traditional attire of dark green 
hunting jackets with black velvet collars, white shirts 
with ties, white trousers, short black boots and black 
velvet caps. All carried whips. 

Tom was in heaven! The only thing better than 
having Hazel at his side was to have dozens of beagles 
in the concert itself! Tom’s partner was off stage left 
with a copy of the score and I was off stage right. Tom 
explained the music to the Huntsman and the Whippers 
In. The music started. Tom’s partner cued the Huntsman 
and the Huntsman urged the hounds out through the 
open doors onto the stage. 

The hounds were unimpressed. Despite the 
exertions of the five men, the hounds would not 
assemble into a pack, they did not look like hounds 
following a scent, and they were not bugling. The stage 
crew chief took me aside. “Lew, there’s no scent for 
them to follow, so of course they won’t put their heads 
down and bark.” He was not aware of the proper 
vocabulary. “I tell you what,” he said, “Ill get a couple 
of the guys to run up to the Fairway and buy some 
steaks. We’ll rub the steak along the downstage edge of 
the stage. It’1l work!” As the rehearsal stumbled to a 
halt, I conferred briefly with Tom who said, “Try 
anything.” 


26 
The Lincoln Review 


July — 


As the house was filling for the evening concert, 
I waited nervously backstage, wondering how on earth 
our unrehearsed hunting beagles were going to perform. 
The intermission ended, the horn players took their 
places, and the music began. Then the doors stage left 
opened and out came twenty hounds, heads down 
following the scent of the steaks, more muttering than 
bugling, and the audience erupted in applause. Bang! 
Bang! went the tympani. The hounds disappeared off 
stage right, then quickly reappeared to wild cheers, 
whistles and applause from the audience. The 
enthusiastic noise caught the attention of the hounds. 
They looked up and, perhaps thinking, “Wow! A 
thousand new friends!” they dove off the lip of the stage 
and scampered into the audience. The Huntsman and the 
Whippers In jumped down off the stage after them and 
frantically collected two or three hounds at a time and 
hoisted them back on the stage. It was pandemonium. 

The four horn players manfully played on while 
Tom, facing upstage conducting the orchestra, kept 
turning his head from side to side, looking over his 
shoulders, trying to figure out what the commotion was 
all about. The orchestra, pros that they were, played 
through the whole piece -- and reasonably well at that. 

The newspapers were delighted with the whole 
event. “Concert Goes To The Dogs” said one headline. 

Our concert season went on, finishing with the 
moving and majestic, “The Passion According to St. 
Matthew.” At the close of the final concert I was filled 
with enthusiasm for my job as orchestra manager. This 
is what I want to do,” I thought. “I’Il drop all of the work 
with Merce and the dance company and just concentrate 
on the orchestra.” 

Steve called me a few days later and said he was 
in the neighborhood and wanted to stop by my apartment 
over the Pocket Theatre. He settled himself into a chair 
and said, “Lew, we’ve decided that orchestra 
management is not your cup of tea.” And just like that, I 
was fired. 

About a month later Howard Klein, Program 
Director for the Arts at the Rockefeller Foundation 
called me. He said a grant from them had been approved 
for Merce’s dance company, specifically to hire me full 
time. Six months after that the Festival Orchestra went 
out of business. 
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Predator 


By Mary Ann Hales 


One recent morning in May, Charles and I 
found two small decapitated birds in the yard. One 
was lying near the large picture window in the 
kitchen, on the cement walkway, just outside the 
back door. The second lay under a nearby 
ornamental evergreen tree. Both bodies were 
undisturbed except for the messed up head lying 
close by the tiny body with wings neatly folded. By 
the bright yellow markings, we guessed they were 
warblers, which we knew were migrating through. 

We wondered what had happened to the 
little birds. We looked at several sites on the 
Internet, searching on the topic “headless birds.” 
One reputable website suggested that the culprit 
might be owls or hawks. We had difficulty 
imagining that an owl could reach our little birds, 
since a roof overhang provided shelter from 
predators flying above. Nevertheless, since a barred 
owl has a nest on our property, we accepted this 
reasonable suggestion. 

I mentioned the mystery of the headless 
birds to a friend who is an avid birdwatcher. She did 
not know the answer, but consulted a birding expert 
named Keith, who replied that it surely was a 
Cooper’s or Sharp-shinned Hawk. “But why didn’t 
they eat the whole bird?” my friend asked. “Why 
just the head?” 

Keith replied, “But just think of how rich the 
brains are.” 


The next morning, Charles and I were 
having breakfast in the kitchen and saw a warbler 
hit the window and land dazed on the walkway. It 
sat first with head slightly lowered, and then 
upright, blinking and weaving a bit back and forth. 
Then it closed its eyes and remained motionless. 
We watched and hoped it would recover and fly 
way, since we had seen this happen before. We tried 
not to frighten it by moving too close. Charles stood 
by the window, watching. 
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A dense, low ground cover of vinca grows 
adjacent to the walkway. In that tiny jungle, a few 
leaves and blossoms wiggled as a familiar brown 
chipmunk scurried out. Twitching his nose, he 
turned his head from side to side, low to the 
walkway as he gathered fallen seeds from the 
birdfeeder above. His cheeks bulged from his 
foraging. He paused to sit up with food between his 
paws and nibble a bit before moving on with quick, 
jerky movements. He was a cute little fellow. 

He approached the resting warbler. “Look 
there,” said Charles as the chipmunk sniffed the tiny 
warbler. “He’s interested.” 

The chipmunk was nose to beak with the 
bird. Suddenly the chipmunk jumped forward and 
wrapped one tiny paw around the bird’s neck in a 
sudden embrace and began to grab the bird behind 
the head with his teeth. The bird fluttered its wings 
in panic. The chipmunk pressed on and held tight to 
the warbler. 

I yelled “Stop it, stop it,” and rushed out the 
kitchen door. “Leave it alone,” I said and clapped 
my hands. The chipmunk bolted off. 

The bird seemed to be okay—it returned to a 
resting, dazed state. Now we kept watch for the 
chipmunk (who indeed soon returned). After a few 
minutes we looked away briefly and then the bird 
was gone. 

Now as we watch the striped chipmunks 
scuttle under our feeder, these rodents no longer 
seem so cute. 


© 2014 by Mary Ann Hales 
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Is your garden over run with zucchini? These recipes are for you. They come from 
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Kendal Green 
Driving School 


Kendal Green 


Weston Driver’s Ed 
781-899-6698 
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Teaching Safety and Courtesy 


More Than Just Learning To Drive 
We Provide Our Students With 
Hands On Instruction Of Basic Car 
Maintenance And Safety. 


HARVEST WEEKEND 


September 20 and 21 
Why do you Live in Lincoln? 


Recently I visited a doctor at Emerson Hospital 
who introduced himself as a farmer. He truly loved 
farming in Lincoln---an important part of his family 
life. Fifty years ago or more we had farms which 
were sending produce to Boston on the train. And 
still we have farms with steer, sheep and corn and 
zucchini. The Lincoln’s Farmers market is at the 
Mall on Saturdays in season. 


Coming up is Harvest Fair Weekend. The 
celebration is Saturday and Sunday, September 20 
and 21. Activities are at the Mall and Codman 
Barn and include many of Lincoln’s farms. 


The Agriculture Committee in town is holding an 
Agriculture Day at the Station Mall involving the 
Farmer’s Market and music. This is during the day 
on Saturday. 

On Saturday evening starting at 5:00 p.m. will be 
the Farmside Feast in gue Codman Barn.Tickets are 
available on line at www.codmantarm.org. 


On Sunday from 1:00-4:00 is the Harvest Fair --- 
games, pony rides, rooster run and of course snacks. 
Note that the Harvest Competition is part of the 
Fair. 


Nonprofit groups in Lincoln are encouraged to set 
up a table in the Codman Barn. To reserve a table 
call 781-259-0456. 

A thank you to Barb Rhines and Lynne Bower for 
gathering the material. 


Belted Galloways at Matlock Farm 
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Summertime, and the 
Zucchini is Uneasy 


By Jeanne Bracken 


Here we are in summer’s last gasp. Occasional 
red leaves on trees. Cooler evenings. School back in 
session. Gardens overflowing with Mother Nature’s 
largesse. And a surfeit of some crops. One friend is 
trying to figure out what to do with all the tomatoes. 
Another is knee-deep in cucumbers. The rest of the local 
gardeners are desperately ridding themselves of zucchini 
in any quasi-legal way they can. That stealthy action on 
your doorstep in the wee hours? That’s just your friends 
dropping off half a bushel of zucchini and dusting 
fingerprints from the container. Scrounging through 
cookbooks for ways to use them up. Organizing t-ball 
games using whiffle balls and zucchini bats for the 
neighborhood kiddies. And on and on. 

My mom was the master gardener in our family. 
She was also a skilled food preserver—canning, 
freezing, occasionally drying the fruits of her labors. She 
made world-class zucchini bread but my favorite was her 
zucchini relish, which had the added bonus of using up 
cucumbers, peppers, and any onion surplus. Mom died a 
few years ago so we are fresh out of her homemade 
goodies, since I never felt the need to compete with her 
on that front. 

My vegetable gardening is not the stuff of which 
dreams are made, nor are my preservation skills. I get a 
few cucumbers, a handful of tomatoes, some scallions, a 
few good messes of chard or green beans. Not squash, 
though. One year I did try to expand my repertoire to 
include zucchini. The plants grew, but no squash. Not a 
single one. I’m not saying my thumbs are more brown 
than green, but I will admit that I am the only person I 
know who managed to kill a whole patch of mint. 
Without even trying. 

Should your thumb be greener than mine and 
your yard filling up with zucchini (stealthily donated or 
homegrown), we offer a few ideas to help you enjoy the 
surplus. 

Fry up some zucchini cakes using grated squash (squish 
out the excess moisture first) in place of potatoes in your 
latke recipe. Cut larger zukes in half, scoop out the seeds 
and stuff the shells as you would peppers, with rice and 
burger mix, sausage and spaghetti sauce combo, or 
whatever feeds your fancy. Go European with 
Ratatouille. Google “zucchini recipes” for other ideas. 
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Chocolate Zucchini Cake (From allecipes.com) 


2 c flour /2 tsp salt 

2 c sugar Itsp cinnamon 
Ys C unsweet cocoa powder 4 eggs 

2tsp baking soda 1 Ac veg oil 


1 tsp baking powder 
3 c grated zucchini ¥%, c chopped walnuts 
1. Preheat oven to 350°. Grease and flour a 9x13 baking 
pan. 

2. Stir together the flour, sugar, cocoa, baking soda, 
baking powder, salt and cinnamon. Add the egg and oil; 
mix well. Fold in the nuts and zucchini until they are 
evenly distributed. Pour into the prepared pan. 

3. Bake for 50 to 60 minutes in the preheated oven until 
a knife inserted into the center comes out clean. Cool 
completely then frost with your favorite icing. 


Chocolate Zucchini Bread (seeing a pattern here?) 
(also from allrecipes.com) 

2 oz unsweet chocolate squares 
| tsp baking soda 

1 tsp salt 

1 tsp cinnamon 

Ys © semisweet chocolate chips 
2 c grated zucchini 

2 c flour 


3 eggs 
2 c sugar 
1 c vegetable oil 


1 tsp vanilla 


1. Preheat oven to 350°. Lightly grease two 9x5 inch loaf 
pans. Melt chocolate squares in microwave and stir til 
smooth. 

2. Combine eggs, sugar, oil, zucchini, vanilla and 
chocolate; beat well. Stir in the flour, baking soda, salt 
and cinnamon. Fold in the chocolate chips. Pour batter 
into prepared pan. 

3. Bake in preheated oven for 60 to 70 minutes or until a 
toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. Cool on 
racks. 
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Betty Smith’s Easy Zucchini 
2 medium sized zucchinis 

1 small onion 

| large can of diced tomatoes 
1/2 cup of Feta cheese 


1. Preheat oven to 350° 

2. Slice zucchinis and onion. Fry on stove or in electric 
fry pan using olive oil until they are well cooked. 

3. Add the tomatoes, and spice with salt, pepper, 
oregano and garlic to taste. 

4. Cook for about 10 minutes. 

5. Place in casserole dish and add the Feta cheese on 
top. Place in heated oven for 20 minutes. 


Cheese and Eggplant Pie with Zucchini Crust 
Serves 4-6 


1 4 tbsp butter 

| medium onion, chopped 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

¥ |b sliced mushrooms 

| Ib. (about 4 4 cups) cubed eggplant with skin 
Salt and pepper to taste 

¥s tsp basil 

¥, tsp oregano 

Dash of cayenne pepper 

1 small zucchini, sliced but not peeled 

5 % oz (1 small can) evaporate skim milk 


1 egg 
2 cups shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese 


In a large skillet melt butter. Sauté onion, garlic, 
mushrooms and eggplant for 2 minutes. Cover and cook, 
stirring occasionally, till the eggplant is soft (about 5 
minutes). Add rest of seasoning and stir well. Grease a 
10” pie plate. Line bottom and sides with zucchini slices. 
Spoon eggplant mixture over slices. In a bowl combine 
the milk, egg and cheese. Pour the mixture over the 
vegetables. Bake in a 350° oven for 30 minutes. 
This recipe is from Robbie Abele. 
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This recipe was donated to the Lincoln Review 
by Roby Guida Ponte who enjoys cooking at 
Verrill Farm. She wrote this just for us. 


Roasted Zucchini Tomato and Scallop Soup— 
yield over 11 gallons 


Zucchini 3 or 4 large 
Tomatoes 1 16 oz diced in juice 


or | 16 oz all purpose tomatoes 


Sun dried tomatoes 1 cup 

Olive oil Y2 Cup 

Onions (4 cups diced '4 in 
Garlic 1 tbs 

Crushed red pepper 1 teaspoon 

Thyme 2 teaspoons 

Basil dry 2 teaspoons 

Basil fresh 1 cup chopped 

Water Y2 gallon or 8 cups 
Salt 2 teaspoons or to taste 


Sea scallops 16 oz. [about 18] 

Method — wash the zucchini well and dice 4 inch 
Mix with a little olive oil. Bake @ 350F 

for 10 to 15 minutes until golden around the edges. 


In a stock pot add % of the olive oil, sauté diced 
onions until caramelized, add garlic, sun-dried 
tomatoes and all dry spices, except fresh basil. Let 
cook a few minutes, stirring all the time. Don’t let 
the garlic burn. Add both cans of tomatoes, [If 
tomatoes are in season, substitute fresh tomatoes for 
one of the cans but place them in oven for 15 to 20 
minutes, until they are roasted. Peel the skins. Add 
juice from them]. Add to the soup. 

Let tomato base cook a little, add water or 
chicken stock, if you prefer. 

Cook for 10 to 15 minutes until tomato 
mixture changes to dark. Simmer the base. Blend it 
with fresh chopped basil. Add roasted zucchini.. 
Taste for salt. To finish the soup, sauté scallops 
with oil. Garnish each bowl of soup with a scallop 
and more chopped basil 


Roby Guida Ponte 
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The Art of Conversation Thrives at Bemis Hall 


By Carolyn Bottum, COA Director 


“My idea of good company is the company 
of clever, well-informed people who have a great 
deal of conversation; that is what I call good 
company.” — Jane Austen 


How often we hear the lament that the art of 


conversation is fading as we increasingly 
communicate by text, Twitter, and Facebook. In 
Bemis Hall, however, ideas flow freely, people 
cheerfully agree to disagree, and new perspectives 
open minds. Our groups, which are open to and 
include a number of residents younger than 60, are 
definitely the fastest growing part of the COA, and 


for very good reasons. Let’s listen in on some of the 


conversations and talk to some Lincolnites who 
have made the COA Salon Scene part of their 
everyday lives. 

Every third Thursday at 8 am, 35 or so men 
gather for “Senior Men’s Coffee,” which is two 
hours of coffee, bagels and lox, and casual 
conversation. What keeps them coming back? 
According to Harold McAleer, who helps organize 
the coffees and attends each month, it’s 
“camaraderie, fellowship, fun. You catch up, learn 
something you never knew, and get to know your 
‘fellow man.’ Men are thought to be taciturn and 
quiet, but they love to top each other’s stories. You 
catch up with what’s going on in town and the 
world. These guys are a smart group with lots of 
experience in different fields. We cut through the 
surface. This is the closest we can get to the Greek 
forum.” 
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While the Men’s Coffee is the largest group, 
many other groups also meet enthusiastically to 
share their interests on specific topics, including 
French, Spanish, and German, meditation, play 
reading, opera movies, current events, and 
handwork. Let’s find out from Gordon Woodington 
of the German group how a typical session works. 
“What we do each time is one of us finds a text 
from the internet that we think would be of interest 
— about travel, history, a poem, or the beginning of 
a short story. We read the German paragraph to get 
practice speaking, and then we translate each 
sentence as a group.” 

Why is this better than brushing up on 
German alone? “What’s fun is that the group as a 
whole comes up with a better translation through 
the process of working together,” Woodington says. 
“So, some of the fun is linguistic enjoyment and the 
other part is interest in the text. It gives me 
tremendous joy to interact with the people. Each 
brings a different personality, humor, and 
background knowledge to the group.” 

Other groups come together to share 
information, tips, strategies, and solutions to 
problems, including a Design Your Destiny mind- 
body group, a Declutter group and an “Eat Well, Be 
Well” group. According to Donna Rizzo, who 
attends and helps facilitate both the Declutter and 
“Eat Well, Be Well” groups, “After every 
discussion group, you walk away having learned 
something. You look at something differently and 
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say ‘I never thought about it like that.” Sometimes 
you get to contribute and help someone else. For 
example, in Declutter, someone will experience an 
issue and we help them solve it.” 

Pam Alberts, the COA’s Assistant Director, 
who develops groups like Life After 60 and What’s 
Next that offer a chance to talk over life issues, 
agrees that discussing experiences with one another 
has “a lot of power. There is synergy. Groups are a 
great way for people to bond, brainstorm and share 
ideas, and help others. Participants see that many 
people have the same issues. They learn how others 
have dealt with them and they receive support and 
validation. People have often said they consider the 
group their second family. We try to make people 
realize their own importance, which ends up 
benefitting everyone in the group.” 

Gathering people into a community where 
they have fun, widen their horizons, and expand 
their social networks is reason enough to have the 
groups, but they are also key to the COA’s mission 
of promoting the health and well-being of residents. 
Myriad studies show that having social connections 
is one of the healthiest things you can do for 
yourself. Engaging with others helps lower blood 
pressure, prevent memory loss, improve your mood, 
slow cognitive and motor decline, and even protects 
against the common cold! 

Every month in “News from Bemis Hall” 
you'll find opportunities for socializing, for 
discussing topics of mutual interest, for gathering 
for emotional support and finding solutions to 
problems, and more. And, all the COA’s 
conversation and discussion groups are open to 
residents both older and younger than 60! So come 
on down and join the conversation! For more 
information, give us a call at (781) 259-8811. 


Copyright 2014 by Carolyn Bottum. 
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FORWARD to 
Teach Me to Read 


It began as the effort to meet the 
needs of one child, but became a global 
mission to help millions of children acquire 
the reading skills needed to succeed in 
school and life. Bob Lemire believed that 
technology could be used to help struggling 
readers and children with language-based 
learning disabilities by providing intensive, 
rigorous instruction through research-proven 
methodologies. With tenacity and courage, 
Bob Lemire embarked on that mission, and 
for 30 years, he has been driven by the 
enormous responsibility to share this 
program with all who need it. 

When he began Lexia, Bob didn’t 
have a background in education, nor did he 
have a background in technology. In fact, he 
didn’t begin this journey until he was in his 
50s. However, Bob had an insatiable 
curiosity and surrounded himself with 
people who had the necessary expertise— 
and then ignited in them a passion and a 
commitment to helping children learn to 
read. 

The clarity of Bob’s mission drew 
people in. He was single-minded in solving 
the problem. Simply stated: Lexia helps 
students learn to read, enabling them to 
develop the skills that are absolutely critical 
to their success in life. Beyond the 
simplicity of this message, Bob also had the 
remarkable ability to help others understand 
the mission, internalize it, and make it their 
own. 
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I joined Lexia in 2005, after a lengthy 
conversation with Bob. The Lexia story 
resonated with me in a profound way because 
I struggled with dyslexia as a child, as did my 
children. I knew firsthand the power of Bob’s 
mission, and the opportunity to join Lexia 
was a blending of my personal and 
professional ambitions. 

The Lexia story is one of shared 
commitment and ownership of Bob’s 
mission. He is one of those rare people with 
the ability to entrust their vision to others. 
As the company grew and evolved, a new 
wave of professionals joined because they 
saw Lexia as a career opportunity that also 
provided a level of personal fulfillment. We 
knew the incredible impact the company 
would have if we did it right—and that was 
exhilarating. As Bob’s colleague Alice 
Garside once described it, Lexia was leading 
a “revolution,” and people wanted to be part 
of it. 

You won’t meet anyone as tough and as 
kind as Bob. He simply refused to fail... he 
cared too much about children to let that 
happen. He has been tireless and relentless, 
measuring his success each day by the number 
of children he has helped. In the early days, 
reaching 100 students was an accomplishment. — 
Today, Lexia is helping nearly 1.5 million 
students. However, that still leaves millions of 
students whom we have the responsibility to 
reach. Our work is far from complete. 
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I’ve always felt an overwhelming 
responsibility to help accomplish Bob’s 
mission. It’s not like some missions—where 
you don’t know how to get to the finish line. 
The science of reading is well understood. 
We know what we need to do and, as Bob 
would say, “failure is not an option.” Our 
mission 1s to continue bringing Lexia’s 
proven pedagogy to more schools, more 
students, and more communities until we 
reach every student needing our help. 

Bob would often compare Lexia’s mission 
to the discovery and distribution of 
Penicillin. We just need to get it into the 
hands of those people who desperately need 
it. This is a life-changing program and we 
have the responsibility to share it with 
everyone who needs it—as if it were a life- 
saving medicine. 

Teach Me To Read isn’t so much of a 
retrospective of the first 30 years of Lexia. 
This book is a roadmap—one that illustrates 
not only where we’ve been as a company, 
but also where we need to go in the future. 
As you read this book, I hope you become as 
inspired as those of us who had the life- 
changing opportunity to work with Bob, and 
that you make this story, this mission and 
this responsibility your own. 


Nick Gaehde 
June 2014 
© 2014 Robert and Virginia Lemire 


-Editor’s note: Bob Lemire’s book will be 
available at the Old Town Hall Exchange. 
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FOG AS TEACHER 


By Marijke Holtrop 


Summer vacation brings me to Maine, to my 
friend Marge and her 26 ft sailboat "Wind Dance". 
We intend to cruise in Penobscot Bay for ten days. I 
am eager to go! 

But soon a dense fog comes rolling in. We 
hop from island to island between 12 noon and 2 pm 
when the sun lightens up the haze and a darker shade 
of gray tells us where to go. Until on the 4" day the 
fog closes in on us and keeps us captured in a small 
harbor on Deer Isle. Silence around. Even the 
fishermen stay in. We can often see barely a few boat 
lengths around us. Water and sky have lost their 
boundaries and seem to merge. A gray fog engulfing 
us, day after day. 

I am reading in a book about the subjectivity 
of our perceptions, even in science, and about 
different perceptions of time. I try to grasp the 
meaning. Then gradually my own perception of time 
changes. The foggy days seem endless, one just 
following the other. I more and more lose the sense 
of what day it is, what time it is, and live by the 
cycles of the tide, low tide for picking mussels for 
dinner; the cycles of my appetite for food; the cycles 
of day and night that follow each other in the 
fuzziness of the fog. 

On the seventh day of fog Marge decides to 
go home over land. "Then I can use my time better," 
she says, "I have guests coming next week." 

Iam alone most of the day. I wander along 
the water's edge with my camera, climb up and over 
rocks, stroll over small beaches of crusted shells, 
take in the sounds of the water, watch the waves roll 
in and out. There is a feeling of just being, a peaceful 
feeling of not-doing but receiving. And responding. 
There is a waiting for the shimmer of sun to light an 
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image to record with my camera, a waiting for the 
water to recede to expose new images. Being in a 
fogginess of space and time. 

I can barely see the small island with trees at 
the mouth of the harbor. But it seems enormous! It is 
close, and therefore relatively large, but it looks hazy 
and therefore seems far away. In my mind it is large 
and far away at the same time, so it looks like a 
mountain! | start to realize the truth of what I have 
been reading. What we see in life is only a small part 
of reality, and is influenced by the perception of the 
observer. We may well be living in a fog all the time, 
and what we think we perceive clearly may be quite 
distorted. 

I think of misperceptions even in clear 
weather. When the moon rises above the horizon it 
looks much larger than later, high in the sky. We 
know the moon does not decrease in size, but how 
often do we not know what the reality is behind what 
we see? A stick in the water under an angle with the 
surface clearly shows a bend that is not there. What 
we see around us may look so clear, but is it? 

What is beyond what we perceive with our 
senses? How do we face the unknown that cannot be 
known? The answer comes as a clarity in the fog: 
Surrender and be. 


Copyright 2014 Marijke Holtrop 
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Best restaurant West of Boston 
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Walden, Revisited 


New at the deCordova, On View Oct 31, 2014 - 
Apr 26, 2015 


Walden, revisited features works by 
contemporary artists inspired by Walden-the pond; 
the book published in 1854 by natural history 
philosopher, social critic, and early 
environmentalist Henry David Thoreau; and the 
connection and disconnection between the two. In 
1845, Thoreau (1817—1862) embarked on a now- 
legendary two-year, two-month, and two-day 
venture into the Concord woods to write and live 
“Spartan-like.” He immortalized his experiment in 
Walden; or Life in the Woods, which extols the 
virtues of a life simplified to “only the essential 
facts,” spent in a self-built, one-room cabin near the 
shores of Walden Pond. 

Today, 160 years after its first publication, 
Walden is firmly ensconced in the canon of great 
American literature. It remains the foundational text 
for American nature writing, and its message of 
living simply, economically, and intentionally has 
resonated throughout subsequent generations. In the 
wake of the Great Recession and the growing 
urgency of climate change, Walden emerges again 
as a home-grown American handbook dedicated to 
self-reliance and a life lived with, not against, 
nature. 

These same topics loom large as 
contemporary artists rethink their relationship to 
society, the environment, and the role of art within 
culture. Walden, revisited brings fifteen artists to 
deCordova, the pond’s neighbor, to contemplate and 
review the less explored legacies of this great 
American memoir through and in contemporary art 
practices. 

Walden, revisited features sculpture, 
installation, performance, painting, drawing, and 
video, alongside new commissions. Artists include 
James Benning, David Brooks, William Cordova, 
Spencer Finch, Futurefarmers, William Lamson, 
Ana Maria Gomez Lopez and Pamela Jordan, Jane 
D. Marsching, Michael Mercil, Oscar Palacio, Gina 
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Siepel, Lisa Sigal, Jennifer Sullivan, Deb Todd 
Wheeler, and Hilary Wilder. 

This exhibition has been supported in part 
by the generosity of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the Nathaniel Saltonstall Arts Fund, and 
the Artist's Resource Trust. Additional support for 
this exhibition has been provided in part by an 
anonymous donor and Joyce Linde 


*Events related to Walden, Revisited* 


Walking Adventures: Walden Pond, November 2 
and 9 

Join Walden, revisited exhibiting artists on walking 
tours of Walden Pond 

Cocktails and Conversations with Jeff Cramer 
and Dina Deitsch, November 6 

Members: join Thoreau scholar Jeffrey S. Cramer, 
and deCordova Curator, Dina Deitsch, for a 
discussion of Walden, revisited. 

Pondering Walden: discussion series, November 
20, December 11, January 15 

Consider Walden, revisited in connection with its 
natural and literary inspirations. 

Curator Tour, December 3 and April 1 

Tour the exhibition Walden, revisited with the 
experts 

Neo-Thoreauvian Speaker Series: Experiments 
in Living, January 22, February 28, 

March 26 

Explore the impact of Thoreau’s Walden today as 
authors and practitioners speak about their own 
temporary experiments in living. 

Performance: Thoreau's Desk (requires some 
assembly), January 31 

Inspired by Walden, artist Michael Mercil's musical 
composition Thoreau ’s Desk (requires some 
assembly) is performed by a percussion trio, using 
tools to create an abstract representation of 
Thoreau’s writing desk. 

John Cage, Thoreau, and deCordova: in 
conversation, February 11 

Art historian Francine Koslow Miller discusses the 
impact Thoreau had on composer John Cage's work. 
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1,266 SF condo in Boston has 2 
bedrooms and 2 baths. Perfect design, 
location and amenities. Located in the 
Harrison Lofts, in the South End. A 
mid-level unit with deeded parking 
below, elevators and storage. Steps 
away from the SOWA’s hottest 
restaurants, art studios and more! 
$899,000 
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10% discount if you bring in this Ad. | 


Your one stop for full service hair care - 781.259.9177 


HARVEST FAIR WEEKEND 
IN LINCOLN 


SEPTEMBER 20 and 21 


Sponsored by the Agriculture committee 
Saturday events include activites at the Mall on 
Saturday as well Lincoln barns and Codman. The 
Harvest Feast starts at 5:00 at Codman. On Sunday 
The Harvest Fair takes place at the Codman Barn 


Starting at 1:00. 
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Editor’s note: the Lincoln Review staff loves to watch the hummingbirds, but 
apparently Sparrow’s experiences involves a scrappier bunch than ours. 


Siriusly : Memories from Sparrow’s Dog days 


September 1, 2014 


Ahh, here is Labor Day, end of summer’s heat and play. 
No more fresh herbs or steamy walks, 

but even so I do not balk; 

my bird pals are back at our feeding place 

attracting squirrels for me to chase. 

And the best part I do have to say 

Is that the hummingbirds are going away. 


We started a hostel for those little folks 

so tiny, So spare—it seemed they’d need care. 
Well, guess again, that’s all a joke. 

Nectar abounding in two bright red feeders 
But from Day One the alpha leader 

drove out all others using nasty tricks 

with ferocious avian aeronautics. 


So when in the mail come fundraising pieces 
to protect the threatened species 

I say: We shouldn’t give a cent 

Til they work on anger management! 


By Sparrow with a little help from Rhoda Taschiaglou. 


Copyright 2014 by Rhoda Taschiaglou. 
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ADS OF THE PAST ----we have been 
publishing for 38 years. These advertisers 
have been with us all the way. 
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Lincoln-Sudbury 
Scholarship Fund Dollars for 
Scholars 


Merit Essay Winner 2014 


Each year Lincoln-Sudbury High School seniors 
who have met the high GPA threshold set by that 
year’s LSSF committee are invited to participate in 
a 1 hour session. During that session they complete 
an essay on a selected topic. The topic or essay 
prompt is not disclosed until the allotted session is 
about to begin. 

Entries are judged blindly by a panel of volunteer 
judges; such that each entry is identified by 
computer assigned numbers only. One winner is 
chosen by the LSSF committee based on adherence 
to topic, quality of writing and creativity. Financial 
need is not a determining factor for this scholarship. 
The author of the winning 2014 essay and 
corresponding scholarship is Sarah Ostrow. Sarah is 
one of 86 students who received a 2014 LSSF 
Dollars for Scholars community funded scholarship. 
Sarah’s award winning essay 1s as follows. 


He is an avid fan of 2001: A Space Odyssey. He 
has a special fondness for bunnies. He 

has created a fictional species of aliens who wreak 
havoc in his math problems: “Those pesky 
Pegramians are back again, this time with the 
technology to drill a hole in the Earth and suck out 
its molten core. If the Pegramians decide to create a 
new planet from this core, given the mass of the 
earth and its radius, what will its density be?” He 
answers to DCCP, Pegs, BJ, and Dr. P, but in the 
school’s records you'd find him as Dr. William 
Pegram. 
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Dr. Pegram was my Accelerated Earth Science 
teacher in ninth grade, and he drove me to 

tears on a regular basis. His math problems were 
absurdly difficult (the above example is not far from 
a real question he gave us, except the original was 
three times as long and required strings of six digit 
numbers) and the scientific concepts he taught 
made my head spin. Words like zenith, porphyry, 
syzygy haunted me, and not just for their tricky 
spelling. It always appeared that no matter how 
hard I tried, my homework and tests would always 
return with grades in the 50s or 60s. Early in the 
year, several people dropped out of the class. Now, 
I can’t remember why I stayed; I was struggling just 
as much, if not more than those who left. But 
remaining in his class changed my life. Because of 
the stories shared with us that year, I respect and 
admire him more than any other adult. 


It took three or four months to settle into Dr. 
Pegram’s class, and as I got more 

comfortable, I caught more of the things he said. 
When I wasn’t spending each class in a fog of 
panic, I was able to take in his anecdotes. He 
shared bits and pieces of his life with us, from his 
time studying in Paris to his adventure with a 
Hawaiian volcano. As the fog evaporated, he 
became more than just a teacher. An image of him 
gradually came into focus: an intensely-focused 
man on the surface, a humorous man with a taste 
for adventure and knowledge underneath. 


It became evident that Dr. Pegram’s twenty years of 
research were not spent in preparation of teaching 
ninth grade science. So, one March afternoon, I 
raised my hand to ask, “Why did you become a 
teacher?” 
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“That's a very long story,” he replied, literally 
brushing my question away with his hand. 

But he was also smiling. “You don’t want to hear 
ee 


Naturally, the class had a hundred loud rebukes to 
that. So, defeated, he turned away from 

his lecture and began to tell his story. It was this 
story that would make him go down in my mind as 
an unforgettable man. The following is a 
paraphrasing of his words to best of my memory: “I 
had my dream job. Each day, I went to work and 
spent hours in front of the mass 

spectrometer, analyzing results, conducting 
research. It was thrilling; it was what I'd always 
wanted. It was what I’d worked for for twenty years. 
But, over time, I came to realize how alone I was. 
Every day was spent in isolation; no contact with 
other scientists, working in a remote part of the 
state, rarely interacting with anyone at all. And, 
despite my contentment with my work, I eventually 
came to ask myself, ‘Could there be something 
better?’” 


At this point I glanced around the room, and saw 
twenty-seven other students sitting 

exactly as I was: locked in place and leaning 
forward, with eyes only for Dr. Pegram. It occurred 
to me that he could be unraveling an extraordinary 
tale. Now, not only was the fog gone, but the sun 
was shining, illuminating this man before me. He 
continued. 


“I began to wonder how much of a difference I was 
really making, locked up in my lab. 

Yes, | was doing high level work on rare isotopes in 
the Atlantic Ocean. But what would that 

ever amount to? Would that ever change an 
ordinary person’s life? “ 


“The answer to that was no. “ 


“So— although it was no easy decision—I quit my 
Job. I decided that I would have much more 

of an impact, more of a significant life, if I turned 
my efforts to teaching. I got married, and now. 
seven years later, here I am.” I’m sure memory has 
worn down the details of this story. I’m certain it 


The Lincoln Review 


26 


took him at least half the class, if not more, to lay 
out his tale. Nevertheless, I could and still can 
relate to it. It resonates with me on two levels. First, 
the mere idea of a man perfecting his career for 
twenty years, only to quit it in order to pursue a 
happier and more significant life, is astounding. All 
the comic book heroes strive to help the ordinary 
man or woman; Dr. Pegram, as a teacher, does the 
same. In a culture of “Those can, do; those who 
can't, teach,” Dr. Pegram’s choice was not one for 
which he was applauded. But I applaud him. The 
courage required for such a decision is enormous. 


On the second level, Dr. Pegram’s story changed 
how I thought about myself. At the time, I too 
longed for an introverted career: novel writing. In 
my dream, I spent days by myself while I tapped 
away at a computer or scribbled in a notebook. But 
if he could turn away from his dream for a happier, 
more significant life, maybe I could too. Maybe 
other things were more important. My options then 
exploded- I could do a hundred things with my life, 
and I could take time to figure myself out before 
settling on the best choice. I began to dream bigger 
dreams. 


That June, I was teary as I left Dr. Pegram’s class 
Jor the last time. Not only had he spurred me to 
work harder than I ever had before, he had 
unknowingly introduced himself as a model that I 
would strive to live up to. Happiness and 
significance over solitude and perfection. After I 
shook his hand at the close of that successful year, I 
walked out into the blindingly sunny summer day — 
a day as free of fog as there had ever been. Over the 
years, he has remained a mentor, sharing wisdom 
with me in doses both large and small. Some might 
claim a teacher is the opposite of a hero — but Dr. 
Pegram is the most heroic man I’ve ever had the 
luck to stumble across. 


© 2014 Sarah Ostrow 


To learn more about the Lincoln-Sudbury 
Scholarship Fund Dollars for Scholars please 
visit http://lincoln- 
sudbury.dollarsforscholars.org. 
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Back to School, 


Then and Now: 
Thoughts from Betty and Jeanne 


Neither of us has kids going back to school 
(BTS) this year (grandchildren don’t count). Still, 
it’s hard to ignore those “Back to School” ads that 
appear starting around the Fourth of July and 
continue, with ever-growing crescendo, until Labor 
Day, when it switches to “Last Minute” sales. 


We remember when BTS meant new shoes; 
a haircut you prayed to grow out sooooon; maybe a 
new dress or pants; for the better-off, a trendy lunch 
box with thermos that got broken before 
Thanksgiving; and maybe a couple of pencils. We 
can’t recall a push for brand name items, although 
Betty did plan her wardrobe after consulting her 
friends. Our kids had to have Trapper Keepers or 
slide rules or the right running shoes. And we might 
have grumbled a little about that. 


Today, though, BTS is a major stumbling 
block for a lot of parents. Some schools issue lists 
of materials the kids should take to class: pencils, 
index cards, crayons, glue sticks, boxes of tissues, 
wet wipes, colored pencils, computer thumb drives, 
paper towels, notebooks, binders, crayons, and on 
and on. The lists vary, of course, by grade, but also, 
in some schools, by teacher. 


We totally understand about tight school 
budgets that can’t cover all those supplies (although 
we were bemused to hear that one school requests 
donations of coffee filters). We respect teachers and 
know they should not have to pay for all these pens, 
pencils, and on and on. We were, however, taken 
aback by lists issued by some schools (not in 
Lincoln) that not only included the usual stuff but 
also named brand names and got pretty specific. 
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For example: 

1 Roaring Composition Book, recycled, wide-ruled 
Bazic clipboard, hardboard, letter size, brown 
Westcott scissors, 5”, blunt tip, assorted colors 

| Maped sharpener, pencil and crayon, dbl barrel, 
canister 


One friend (not a Lincoln parent) did her 
BTS shopping at the beginning of August, 
convinced that there would be “nothing left” by 
Labor Day. She confided that she spent $96.00 for 
BTS, but that was probably for one middle school 
and one high school student. 


In another district, parents need not trouble 
themselves about BTS shopping for school supplies. 
The PTA sponsored a program that would do your 
shopping for you, so you can avoid long lines and 
avoid expensive impulse buys while you’re at it. 
Just designate your child’s age and you’re good to 
go, after writing a check (including a donation to 
the PTA). 


However you manage to gather all of those 
school supplies, try not to wince at the bottom line. 
Sure, school supplies are expensive, but think about 
it this way: it’s a dry run for the college tuition 
sticker shock. 


Oh, and we lied. Grandchildren do count, 
and one of Betty’s will be heading BTS in with a 
most modern look: She will have dyed red hair with 
a little purple. Her hair was just cut to shoulder 
length. She will wear shorts (a few inches above 
knees) some kind of t-shirt, and black boots. I asked 
her what the boys would wear and the answer was 
shorts. 
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Peter Sugar’s New Book: 
Impressions of Italy 


St. Maria 


Ask any Lincolnite, “Who is Peter Sugar?” 
and the answers will vary. Selectman. Library 
Trustee. Architect. deCordova trustee. World 
traveler. FinCom member. HATS representative. 
Any Lincoln building committee you can think of 
(schools, Minuteman Tech, Public Safety Building, 
Bemis Hall repair): member. Peter is a busy guy. 
Besides his various civic accomplishments, he is 
perhaps best known in town for his artwork, often 
featuring drawings of architectural details in 
buildings and landscapes. 

A few years ago, Peter gave a talk at the 
Lincoln Academy on “Italian Sketches” and the 
resulting DVD is available at the Lincoln Public 
Library. He also published a charming collection, 
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Impressions of Lincoln, in 2001, in both hardcover 
and paperback. 

A native of Budapest, Hungary, Peter was 
schooled in Architecture at London University and 
at M.I.T. with a Master's Degree in Architecture. He 
expanded his love and admiration for art and 
architecture in Italy, where he lived and worked for 
eight years. During those years, and on many 
subsequent visits traveling throughout that country, 
he explored his interest and honed his skills ia 
drawing with hundreds of pen and ink sketches of 


~ houses, churches, piazzas, gardens, bridges, 


beaches, ruins, famous landmarks, and more. 

“As an architect, I find that drawing is 
fundamental to my creative endeavors. At the same 
time, while designing relies on my creativity, the 
underlying discipline of drawing allows me to 
interpret my ideas in a way I believe to be superior 
to computer-aided reproduction,” Peter said 
recently. “I carry a sketchbook with me whenever 
and wherever I am traveling, as the act of sketching 
provides me a clearer understanding of my 
surroundings. When sketching, I am more focused 
on observing the play of light on objects nearby and 
the manner in which the light changes their 
appearance. The very nature of my drawn record 
reinforces this image in my mind—the impact of 
light and shadow at a given moment.” 

Peter has recently selected over 100 of his 
favorite drawings from Italy, accompanied by brief 
descriptions, and has collected them in his newest 
book, /mpressions of Italy, available by October 1, 
2014. If you love Italy, or even if you’ve never been 
there, you will love this book. 
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Matlock Farm 
©2014 Harold Dean Smith 
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Beyond the Book: Stories 


_ from the War Records Book 


By Jeanne Bracken 


“...1 love the War Memorial Book exhibit at Town 
hall. I stopped by early this morning to get mail and 


saw the exhibit, read all the memoirs, and was 
fascinated! I love how you bring faces to the names 


by letting them tell their stories in their own words. 
Wonderful!” Carolyn Bottum, Lincoln COA 


Director 


Appropriately enough for this month of 


honoring veterans, a new exhibit has been mounted 
in the Town Offices to expand the information that 


has been updated in the War Memorial Book, which 
records Lincoln veterans of foreign wars and is kept 
in the local history room of the Lincoln Public 
Library. 

The exhibit fills two new cases that were 
installed as part of the recent renovations to the 
Town Offices building. Mounted by Marjorie 
Hilton, the mission of the exhibit is to put a human 
face to the names in the book. A long time 
volunteer and worker in the Lincoln Town Archives 
at the Lincoln Public Library, Marjorie was 
approached by Library Director Barbara Myles and 
Town Clerk Susan Brooks, the co-curators of the 
archives. 

While the War Memorial Book has been 
updated with the names of soldiers from the 
Vietnam War, the exhibit includes soldiers and 
sailors beginning with the American Revolution. 

“ | had to decide what to do. I looked at the book, 
which is pretty. But I wanted to make it an 
interesting story, not just state facts. Most war 
memorials focus on soldiers and battle scenes. | 
wanted to personalize the people,” Marjorie said. 
“To make the face of war personal.” 

Creating exhibits is not easy. Marjorie, 
whose business is called MSH Exhibit Design, has 
plenty of experience, having hung exhibits for the 
M.I.T. Museums, the Metropolitan Waterworks 
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Museum in Chestnut Hill, three exhibits for the 
Lincoln Public Library, other exhibits for Lincoln 
town offices, the Harvard Natural History Museum, 
and contributed to exhibits at the Museum of Fine 
Arts. She also designed panels for the Cambridge 
Women’s Commission about the history of women 
in business and education who lived in 
Cambridgeport. With course work at the Harvard 
Museum Studies and experience at the Semitic 
Museum, she is an enthusiastic and creative force 
when it comes to telling stories through exhibits 
with a careful balance of text and artifact. 

For the Town Offices’ War Memorial 
Exhibit, Marjorie visited the Fort Devens Museum 
of military history and talked with the historian at 
Hanscom Air Force Base. Those attractive displays 
may look simple, but mounting them takes many 
hours. When she is in exhibit mode, she lives day 
and night with the material in her head until it all 
takes shape on the wall or in glass cases. 

For the current Lincoln exhibit, she started 
by going through the War Memorial Book looking 
for names. She cross-referenced those names with 
the Finding Aids of the Lincoln Town Archives, 
then interviewed many Lincolnites to find both 
memories and contact information for those of more 
recent wars who might still be available. 

One of her favorite stories is about Henry 
Cretella, who began serving in the Coast Guard 
during World War II and continued until his 
retirement in 1979. One of his early duties involved 
boarding the Horst Wessel, a tall ship (barque) 
taken from Germany as war reparations, and sailing 
it back to the United States, where it became the US 
CGC Eagle, still used to train seamen in the ways of 
ships. Hank Cretella still lives in Lincoln and told 
about climbing the mast, all the way up, to figure 
out how to work up there. Cooperation is essential 
on tall ships, he noted, because if one person does 
not do his job, the others can’t, either. Of all the 
veterans showcased in the exhibit, Hank is the only 
one who made a career in the military, retiring as a 
Captain. Hank and his wife visited the exhibit, as 
attested by a photo taken of the couple in front of 
Hank’s earlier pictures. 

In the archives Marjorie found a letter from 
William Pierce, who wrote many times to his wife, 
Bella. In one letter, Pierce complained that instead 
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of settling into winter quarters, they had been 
ordered to march 25 miles and his feet were killing 
him! He advised his wife not to tell his mother of 
these woes. These are a few of the stories told in the 
current exhibit. Those who appear in the exhibit are: 
Revolution: Amos Baker - Militia Company, 
Lincoln April 19, 1775 

Civil War: William L. G Pierce (called wife Bella) 
(served 1863-1865) 

World War I: Captain George Tarbell (served 1915- 
1919) 

World War II: Henry Cretella - Coast Guard (1945- 
1979) cadet - Captain 


Henry & Ms Cretella 


World War II: Lt. Commander Guilbert Winchell 
(served 1941-1946) 
Korean War:Staff Sergeant Gordon Gatchell 
(served 1950 - 1952) 
Vietnam War: Sergeant Steve Ziegler (served 
1964-1968) 
Vietnam War: Captain Peter Boylston Adams 
(served 1968 -1969 

Among those she interviewed were Peter 
Adams, Steve Ziegler, Hank Cretella, and Guilbert 
Winchell. “I tried to find as much first person 
information as I could, to make people stand out,” 
Marjorie explained. “You do all this research, then 
consolidate and write a story. Too much data 
doesn’t work.” The exhibit includes photos sent by 
Steve Ziegler, now retired in the American 
Southwest, who told some amusing stories about his 
service. The Fort Devens Museum loaned some 
artifacts to make the exhibit come alive. The town is 
planning an event on Sunday, November 23, at 
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Drumlin Farm to enhance the message of the 
exhibit. 

Whether or not you attend that event, take a 
little time whenever you’re at the Town Offices to 
visit the exhibit. Or make a special trip—it’s 
definitely worth it. 

Copyright 2014 by Jeanne Bracken 


UNCLE SAM NEEDS YOU: Why 
Then, How Now 


This year, 2014, marks the 100th 
anniversary of the start of World War I and the 75th 
anniversary of the start of World War II. Millions of 
men served in those wars, many of them from 
Lincoln. On Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014 at 2 p.m. at 
Drumlin Farm, the Town Archives and the Lincoln 
Historical Society will present a program on the 
changing nature of the draft and the changing nature 
of warfare. Randy Bergeron, Historian at Hanscom 
Air Force Base, and Andrew Tabak, Docent at Fort 
Devens Museum will give an illustrated talk on 
these subjects. 

The names of the Lincoln men who fought 
in these wars are inscribed in a book called the War 
Memorial Book, which will be displayed at Town 
Hall for the month of November. The War 
Memorial Book was created in the 1960’s by a 
group of men who wanted to honor the veterans of 
all wars, starting with the Revolution. The list has 
been updated to include the Vietnam War. The 
word “war” is in the news these days. How has war 
changed in 250 years? And what can we learn about 
the nature of war? Find some answers to these 
questions at Drumlin Farm on Sunday Nov. 23 at 2 
p.m. 

On Wednesday, November 19 at 7 p.m. 
Jenifer Burckett-Picker will give a talk titled World 
War I through My Father’s Eyes and through Mine 
100 Years Later. Jenifer’s father, Doug Burckett, 
was a Lincoln assessor for many years and used to 
wear his uniform in the July 4th parade. 
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Route Two: The Latest 


By Dan Boynton 


Lincoln’s Route 2 safety upgrade project has 
reached its halfway point. A lot of progress is being 
made. New roadways have been constructed on the 
north side of Route 2 and traffic has been shifted 70 
feet further to the north. For the next eight months 
access to the Commons (the senior housing 
complex above Crosby Corner) will only be 
available via Sandy Pond Road, and houses on the 
southwest side of Route 2 will be given a temporary 
route to town via Old Cambridge Turnpike and 
Deerhaven Road. It will be a bit confusing for 
residents and delivery people, but this will allow the 
WB White Construction Company to complete 
service roads on the south side of the highway. 

The flyover bridge is partially constructed. 

It will eventually be connected to the new Route 2 


- in a manner which will allow traffic to continue 


through the Crosby Corner area without having to 
stop at a traffic light. This will eliminate what has 
been one of Massachusetts’ most dangerous 
intersections. 

The untold story behind the public aspect of 
this construction activity has been the substantial 
impact it is having on Lincoln residents who are 
close abutters to the highway. Everyone has had to 
face some amount of loss. The wholesale cutting 
down of trees formerly screening these residents 
from the highway and the forced taking of a 
substantial amount of land separating them from the 
traffic will initially result in more noise and a full 
view of cars streaming by their living room 
windows. Even after plantings have grown, noise 
levels will remain greater than before. 

However, on the positive side, there has 
been a concerted effort on the part of Lincoln’s 
town government and also by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (MassDOT) and WB 
White (the contractor who had the winning bid for 
the job) to make every reasonable effort to mitigate 
the burden this project has placed on abutters. 
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From the beginning, planners identified the 
home of John and Ingrid Neri as potentially 
experiencing the greatest disruption. The design 
called for removal of all the trees in their front yard 
and then the construction of a new access road so 
close to their house that if they walked down their 
front steps they could be hit by passing cars. The 
story of how John Neri fought the state’s 
Department of Transportation over this issue and 
achieved a viable solution with the aid of Lincoln’s 
town administrator, ZBA and Planning Board is 
worth telling. 

The state’s Right of Way Bureau has the 
legal authority to seize land needed for highway 
projects. They must pay “fair market value” for this 
land, but these calculations of value do not take into 
account the hardship that this taking will cause to 
some owners. So when John realized that his land 
taking would create an unacceptable situation, he 
started what would turn out to be a two year legal 
and bureaucratic process to relocate his home to the 
back of his lot. 

Initially town and state officials were 
reluctant to deal with John. “Every time I 
approached someone they would tell me “No you 
can’t do that’” John said in a recent interview. He 
couldn’t move his present house because 
contractors said it would fall apart. He couldn’t 
build a new house in the back of his lot because this 
wouldn’t meet zoning setback requirements. But 
John didn’t give up. “We always wanted to stay in 
Lincoln,” his wife Ingrid said. “The town eventually 
came through for us. I couldn’t count how many 
people helped us.” 

After Lincoln’s Zoning Board granted a 
variance due to the hardship that was created by the 
state, the state’s Right of Way Bureau agreed to 
increase their payment for the land taking. Then the 
Lincoln Planning Board gave approval for 
installation of a modular home in the rear of their 
lot. The highway construction company created a 
temporary passageway off of Route 2 and in early 
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October sections of the house were lowered in place 
by a giant crane. John and Ingrid plan to move into 
their new home in December. Their old house will 
then be torn down. 

Other Route 2 abutters have had success 
with their efforts at remediation as well. Last year 
residents on the north side of Route 2 in the Brooks 
Road area were dismayed to see the trees that 
shielded them from the highway being cut down. 
This left their houses naked in full view of traffic 
without any protection or privacy. Their 
neighborhood group developed a modified design at 
a series of meetings with Lincoln’s Route 2 
Oversight Committee, and with the help of Tim 
Higgins, Lincoln Town Administrator, and 
Selectman Peter Braun, they negotiated a 
compromise agreement with MassDOT that will 
add numerous plantings and stockade fences on the 
border between the widened Route 2 and their 
homes. 

Until now, residents living on Route 2 had 
to wait for a break in the traffic before driving out 
onto the highway, and they have feared for their 
lives when coming home because cars behind them 
would not slow down as they tried to enter their 
driveways. This will no longer be a problem. A 
key component of the project design is the 
elimination of all household driveways leading to 
Route 2. Every home will have a connection to a 
newly created access road and this will provide an 
additional benefit. Houses that were formally 
isolated will become part of new neighborhoods. 

So, although everyone living along Route 2 
has had to put up with the daily beep, beep noise of 
dump trucks backing up, the bang, bang of the rock 
crushing machine, and the occasional explosions 
from blasting operations, there will eventually be 
solid benefits. When this project is completed 
everyone — both residents and commuters — will 
experience huge safety improvements. New trees, 
which are now only three feet tall, will eventually 
grow. The end result will be good for the town and 
not so bad for the highway’s neighbors. 
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Our Town and the Post Office 
By Betty Smith 

Remember your American history? We all 
learned that Benjamin-Franklin was the first Post 
Master, appointed in 1775. We also learned their 
unofficial motto: “Neither snow nor rain nor heat 
nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the 
swift completion of their appointed rounds.” ( But 
what about money?) Another version is “Rain or 
shine, snow or sleet, we deliver your mail (but not 
on sunny days).” 

In truth, of course, neither is an official 
motto of the Post Office, with or without the wry 
asides. The quote, which is actually from our old 
Greek friend Herodotus, who was referring to the 
Persians’ system of mounted postal carriers in 500 
BC, is found on the General Post Office in New 
York City at 8 Avenue and 33d Street. 

The current United States Post Office 
(USPS) was formed on July 1, 1971. It is 
independent of the government. As of January 21, 
2014, the USPS had 626,764 employees. It is 
America’s largest retail network —ahead of Wal- 
Mart, McDonalds, and Starbucks combined. It 
costs only 49 cents to send a letter to the 50 states, 
territories, and to U.S. Military and diplomatic 
posts. This is quite a bargain compared to other 
countries. A BBC article a couple of years ago 
compared the highest postage rates around the 
world and the US wasn’t even in the top 10. 
(Norway is the most expensive, in case you plan to 
visit the Land of the Midnight Sun.) 

Over the last 40 years there have been three 
locations for the main post office in Lincoln. Back 
in the 60s, it was located where Salon 160 is. At 
that time many young people were in the Armed 
Services. Mothers and friends would stand in line 
as the letters were sorted, just hoping for news. The 
next move was across the street before the Mall was 
put in. Now they are located on the other side of 
the Mall’s parking lot. 

Sue Brennan is Lincoln’s newly appointed 
Postmaster. She has been here for three years. “It 
is a wonderful place to work. I just work in Lincoln. 
We have two regular clerks, Cy and Tim, and one 
part-time clerk also called Tim.” 

Sue explained there are five mail routes: 1, 
2, 4,5, and 7. The curious numbering system 
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resulted when routes were combined a few years 
ago. The largest route is on Route 2 which includes 
the Commons. She also said mail goes out of 
Lincoln three times a day, but never on Sunday. 
Any mail for Lincoln stays in Lincoln. The hours of 
the main post office are 8:00-4:30 and Saturday is 
9:00-noon. (Note that Concord stays open to 5:30 
on weekdays, should you have a late day postal 
emergency.) 

L asked Sue about junk mail and she said 
that is going down as people order on line. I also 
asked about stamp designs. She said there was a lot 
of variety and the designs are chosen by committee 
— sports, people, and flowers are common themes. 
One popular and really spectacular issue this year 
had a series of Harry Potter illustrations from the 
movies. Sue also said that the cost of stamps is not 
expected to go up in the near future. 

There have changes in the system, some of 
them surprising. First, USPS delivers for Amazon 
on Sundays. Also UPS and FedEx pay the Post 
Office to deliver 470 million ground packages to 
residences. The USPS pays UPS and FedEx for air 
transportation. Sue explained that the volume of 
moving parcels has greatly increased as one of the 
Post Office’s services. 

I asked Sue about the post office in the Old 
Town Hall. She smiled. She said that she had been 
talking with Stacy Osur, who runs the Exchange in 
the same building. It is possible that this small post 
office will become what is called a “village post 
office” and would be combined with the Exchange. 
That seems appropriate for Lincoln and reminds 
Associate Editor Jeanne Bracken of her 
grandfather’s similar post in Barton, New York, in 
the 1950s. 

Sue said that her family lives in Wilmington. 
One of her interests is ice hockey, and she plays on 
a women’s team. She has two children at UNH and 
they, too, are interested in hockey. (Good choice, 
says UNH alum Jeanne of the hockey-mad 
university. ) 

I loaned her Bobby Orr’s book that came out 
a year ago. Maybe she is reading it right now. 


Copyright 2014 Betty Smith 
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Father Larry, Memories of 
His Lincoln Years 


By Sylvia Pelosi Kennedy, Sacristan 


Under a blanket of sadness, the flags in 
Lincoln were lowered to half-mast, and the doors of 
St. Joseph’s Church were adorned with black satin 
ribbon, laced with white forget-me-not flowers. In 
the midst of disbelief the townspeople of Lincoln 
who remembered him, and the community of St. 
Joseph’s Church, were trying to cope with the 
realization that they had lost their Champion, the 
Rey. Lawrence J. Drennan. Never before in the 
history of St. Joseph’s was there a Pastor who made 
such a great impact upon the little church and town. 
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New Church Beginnings 

Father (Fr.) Murphy had a long pastorship at 
St. Joseph’s and was nearing retirement. The 
Lincoln community was growing. There was a mix 
of older faithful, and the new younger parishioners, 
who were looking for leadership. The Archdiocese 
focus for St. Joseph’s was to reassess and fill the 
need of this up-scaled church community, so they 
sent a young priest to St. Joseph’s, Father Lawrence 
J. Drennan. 

Fr. Larry, (as he liked to be called) began his 
new assignment at St. Joseph’s Church in the 
Spring of 1985. He arrived on a bright sunny day 
at around 1:00 pm in the afternoon. Fr. Murphy was 
away and I was there with my daughter, Christine to 
welcome him. Little did I know then, that this new 
priest would change my life, and the lives of many 
in our community. 

After our mutual introductions and some 
conversation, he left his luggage in the rectory 
kitchen, and looking around the premises, he asked 
me the location of the Police Station. Before 
unpacking his bags, or taking any time to settle in, 
he was off to explore the Town of Lincoln. 

His first stop was the Police Station, where he 
introduced himself to Chief Arena, then to the Post 
Office, Town Hall, and the Library. Day two was 
no different. After celebrating Mass, and talking to 
the people there, off he went to visit all the small 
public businesses, in the area. It was important to 
him that the Catholic Church would have a face, a 
voice and personality, within the Town of Lincoln. 

In the weeks following with the help of the 
parishioners, there were welcoming parties of 
introduction: at the church, and at people’s houses. 
But, the most interesting, outreaching and 
successful welcoming reception, was held at the de 
Cordova Museum. In an effort to reach out to more 
townspeople, and non-church going Catholics, Fr. 
Larry organized a town welcome party. He 
contacted the other members of the clergy in Town, 
and together with the help of some of the members 
of those churches, a Sunday afternoon reception and 
welcome party was held at deCordova Museum, to 
Meet the Pastors. 

Father’s early morning walks became 
encounters with the early town walkers, police on 
duty, and people heading to work in the wee hours 
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of the morning. Many a hand wave and greeting, 
“Hi,” “Hi Neighbor !!” Many a spontaneous mini 
counseling, sympathetic words of comfort and hope, 
transpired during these walks and there was always 
an invitation to join him in the rectory for more. 

Word of this new priest began to circulate; 
he had spiked the curiosity of many, and many 
wanted to meet him. They were not disappointed. 
Fr. Larry’s warm and engaging personality was 
magnetic and people began to seek his company. 
He had begun to achieve the path toward his goal. 
What’s it all about?? People began coming to 
church to find out. There were Catholics from 
surrounding towns, and not just Catholics, but town 
folks of other faiths, whom he just happened to 
meet along the way. “Strangers are just friends we 
have yet to meet,” he would say. 

One morning I came into the rectory kitchen 
to find these huge goose eggs in a bowl on the 
kitchen table. Upon inquiry, I found out that Fr. 
Larry had an early morning visit from a local 
farmer, just stopping by for morning coffee, and 
who brought the goose eggs. This farmer was not 
Catholic, but sought out Fr. Larry for morning 
coffee and conversation. 


The Mass 

Fr. Larry personally invited members of the 
laity to become involved in the Mass as lectors and 
Eucharistic ministers. He lent his support to the 
religious education of the children and adults, to all 
outreach programs and started a Morning Prayer 
Group, which took place before morning Mass. He 
offered me the position of church Sacristan, and 
taught me the logistics of the liturgical year. 

He was about 6’ tall, but when he entered 
the sanctuary area to say Mass, he appeared to be 8” 
tall. His presence was powerful, and demanding, 
with an air of drama. Many times he would raise his 
arms upward and greet the congregation with, “My 
People.” And they loved him for it! His brilliant 
homilies reflected his scriptural studies, current 
events, books, movies and sports. He loved to talk 
about them all. His reflections on spiritual and 
current life, titled, “Thoughts while Shaving”, were 
printed weekly in the church bulletin. All copies 
were dutifully saved by his secretary Agnes Kelly, 
who was to help compile them into a series of 
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booklets to be published. Unfortunately, at this 
time, their whereabouts are unknown. 

One Sunday morning, where the previous 
weeks collections were running low, toward the end — 
of his sermon he posed a question.“How many 
people here this morning, enjoy a cocktail or a glass 
of wine at dinner?” Many hands shot up in a 
positive response. “OK,...... well that’s good! | 
want to ask you to do me a favor. I want to ask you 
to put the price of ONE of those drinks in the 
collection. The time has come where $1.00 a week 
is not enough to support our parish needs.” In the 
weeks to follow, several of the collection envelopes 
appeared with pictures of cocktail, wine, or 
champagne glasses with bubbles, and cartoon type 
symbols sketched all over them. His point was well 
taken and the collection did indeed increase. 

He loved music and he loved to sing. He had 
a rich baritone voice and was a member of the 
Singing Priests. Musicians and vocalists from the 
symphony were invited to perform during the Mass. 
Among them were the members of the Chinese 
Cultural Society Choir, harpists, violinists and vocal 
soloists. Choir member Mary Brody recalls: “I 
always think about how much Fr. loved music, 
especially the hymn, ‘Joyful, Joyful We Adore 
Thee’, based on the ‘Ode to Joy.’ One Sunday when 
another hymn was scheduled, the organist played 
the introduction to the other hymn, and Fr. Larry 
began singing, ‘Joyful, Joyful.’ Without missing a 
beat, the organist shifted to ‘Joyful, Joyful’ and we 
all sang it”. 

He felt a Carillon to be a necessary part of 
the church. It was timed to ring out the Angelus at 
specific times during the day, and also the hymns of 
the season. Julia Tortorella recalls: “My young son 
David and I were shopping in Donelan’s Market 
when suddenly we heard the sonorous sounds of the 
church bells of St. Joseph’s play, “Immaculate 
Mary.” We hummed along with the song then we 
both bowed our heads in silent prayer to her. This 
wonderful memory is decades old but is crisp in my 
mind today. Thanks you, Fr. Drennan, for the 
rhyming and the chiming of the bells.” 

“Let the child speak, they are our future” he 
would often say when his homily was interrupted by 
a child speaking out. Children of all ages were 
invited onto the altar during the Mass. During 
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Baptisms he would carry the baptized child down 
the aisle to be viewed by all the parishioners. He 
would invite the children in the congregation to 
have a closer look as the Baptism was taking place. 
On All Saints Day, the children wearing their 
Favorite Saint Costumes were offered candy as they 
left the church. A fresh giant pumpkin was drilled 
with holes that held lollipops for all the children 
after Mass on the weekend closest to Halloween. 


Holy Days 
“Let the Light of Christ Shine.” Out went the 
Nativity Set, with the exception of Baby Jesus, 
added Christmas morn. Fresh balsam wreaths on 
every door and window; a Christmas tree on the 
side of the altar, the smell of pine and many candles 


— in the church and rectory, the many Christmas cards 


he received were strung on ribbon along the top of 
the rectory walls. Red poinsettia plants on the 
dining table were surrounded by an abundance of 
holiday baked goods, candy, treats, etc, to be shared 
with everyone who happened by. His enthusiasm 
and joy of the season brought the Spirit of 
Christmas to life in the hearts of the people. 

In the weeks before Christmas, he would ask 
everyone to bring jingle bells to the Christmas 
Masses. During the “Gloria” and “Joy to the 
World”, everyone would ring the bells as they sang. 
Fr. Larry was the leader, as he picked up and shook 
an 18” leather strap with 6 large reindeer jingle 
bells attached, along with the altar servers with the 
altar bells and whatever bells they brought with 
them and several of the folks sitting in the pews, 
who brought bells with them for the celebration. 
Cricket Redmond Kerrebrock recalls: “I think of 
him every Christmas Eve. I miss the bells. He 
asked everyone to wear or bring a bell to the 
Christmas Vigil which we rang enthusiastically 
during the Mass. At the end of Mass we always 
sang “Joy to the World,” with Larry’s booming 
voice leading the choir and everyone with the bells 
ringing. When he left Lincoln, it always felt just a 
little too quiet on Christmas Eve.” 

During the Christmas Pageant, after the 
reenactment by the Children of the Nativity, the 
sleeping or waking Baby Jesus would be left in 
front of the altar until the end of the Mass. 
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Christmas Eve 2013, Fr. Larry would 
celebrate one of his last Masses at St. Joseph’s. 
Before the Mass began, he went down the aisle to 
find a child to sing to. He found 18 month old Pearl 
Deck, gathered her up in his arms and carried her to 
the front of the church. There he sang, “When a 
Child is Born,” to Pearl, and the congregation. 
When he finished, to the amazement of the people 
there, little Pearl, thrust her little fist and arm 
upward and shouted, “Yay,” bringing laughter and 
applause from the congregation. 

On Good Friday, he conducted the 
Veneration of the Cross. I often wondered how he 
had the strength to lift this weighty, 5’ cross in his 
hands and raise it up high in the air, walking down 
the aisle, as he sang, “Behold, behold the wood of 
the Cross.” It was a beautiful, moving scene. The 
tiny church was packed with an over flowing of 
people at both entrances of the church and down the 
stairs to the landing below. 

Easter Sunday, there was never enough 
room for the people who attended the Masses, but 
they did not care. One year we recorded as many as 
400 attendees, in a church that holds fewer than 
200. 


Reaching Out 

I believed him to be a great, modern day 
Evangelist. It did not matter to him what religion, 
color or race you were; to him....... you were God’s 
people, and therefore his people. His mission was to 
bring people to God. 

Steve Low, writes: “ Almost twenty years 
ago, when Passover and Easter coincided as they 
sometimes do, we invited Fr. Drennan to attend and 
participate in our annual Seder, at our home on 
Blueberry Lane. He had a grand time, joined us 
with the trademarked Drennan gusto in the round 
robin telling of the Passover story, and frequently 
remarked at the similarities in our faiths and rituals. 
For us it was a privilege to host him and later we 
learned from parishioners that he shared that 
experience with them during his homily. I have 
never forgotten his presence in the community, nor 
the bigger than life personality that was his halo.” 

Continued page 18 
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He involved himself in the town and would 
attend meetings giving his opinion to town 
officials. When Alan Bowles, was the Chief of both 
the Lincoln Police and Fire Depts., Fr. Larry 
attended the meeting to voice his concern about one 
chief handling both depts. After Fr. Larry spoke, the 
vote was cast and decision was made to separate the 
departments with 2 separate chiefs. 

He was comfortable in any situation that 
involved his work as a priest. This included a bitter 
cold January day in 1990, when President George 
H.W. Bush came to the church to attend the funeral 
of his brother-in-law, Alexander Ellis, who was a 
Eucharistic minister at St. Joseph’s. There was an 
invasion of secret service men everywhere, 
inspecting the rectory, the church, the grounds. 
They surrounded the premises, stationing 
themselves as far as the Mall across the street and 
even on the roof top of the bank. Fr. Larry, although 
excited, took it all in his stride. His charismatic 
personality that morning enhanced what he did the 
best, officiating at the Mass, and conveying the 
special message of Gods comfort and promises of a 
better life after death. Fr. Larry was greatly pleased 
to have received a letter from President Bush 
conveying his gratitude. Inside St. Joseph’s Church 
on the first permanent pew rail is a plaque 
inscribed: On January 2, 1990, the President of the 
United States, George H. W. Bush, worshipped in 
this pew at the funeral of his brother-in-law, 
Alexander Ellis, Jr. 

Being a golf enthusiast, Fr. Larry organized 
a Mass in the Lunch Room of the Nashawtuc 
Country Club after the Senior Golf Tournament. 
Attendance of the professional golfers and people 
watching the game was better than anyone 
anticipated. 

Volumes could be written about this man, 
whom most of us considered bigger than life. We 
thought he would never die, never leave us, but God 
had other plans. Being Sacristan and a very close 
personal friend of Fr. Larry, I received many 
emails and telephone calls in Fr’s. final days 
among us. Many were from people who voiced their 
concerned that Fr. would die alone. To all these 
people and others, I am happy to share this 
comforting email that was sent to me by Patti Caira. 
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“IT went to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital to drop 
some flowers and a card at the front desk for Fr. 
Larry, (knowing that visitors were restricted). The 
woman at the desk said that I’d have to bring them 
to his floor, because there were no volunteers to 
deliver them on Sundays. So, I went to Fr. Larry’s 
floor and asked his nurse to please deliver them to 
his room. Instead she brought me there, herself and 
said I could visit. Father was restless and his eyes 
were closed — but his nurse believed that he could 
hear us. I hated the fact that our beloved Fr. 
Drennan was all alone, so I just sat there and held 
his hand and talked, and talked, and talked. (quietly 
of course). I told him how much he was loved and 
that the 7:30 Mass was all about him. I told him 
that all of “his people” were praying for him. I 
talked about all the countless memories that people 
treasure which involved him: The children on the 
altar during Mass, the Bells at Christmas, the 
singing of Christmas Carols, plus many more. I 
wanted him to be thinking about those precious, 
happy times which we were all so grateful for. 

The nursing shift changed while I was there. 
It just happened to be a nurse, Stacey that I knew. I 
was thrilled to know that Father was in such good 
hands. Stacey told me that the previous nurse 
suggested that she try to adjust Father’s legs 
because he looked uncomfortable, but kept moving 
them to the side of the bed. I then told Stacey, that 
twenty years ago, I was about to go in for major 
surgery, when Father Drennan called me the day 
before and suggested that we talk. So I went up to 
St. Joseph’s House and he asked me what I was 
most afraid of. I told him that although I had a 
wonderful husband and family behind me, I had to 
go to the operating room alone, and that really 
frightened me. Father said that I only needed to 
remember one thing. He told me to move my legs 
over a bit, when they were about to wheel me in. 
He told me that I would not be alone, because that 
space was where God would be sitting. I never, 
forgot this and have repeated that story many times, 
especially to people facing surgery. Hearing this, 
Stacey said she would leave Father’s legs in that 
position, as he obviously preferred it. I left Fr. 
when his sister and cousins arrived, and he passed 
two hours later. So he was never left alone.” 
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many memories of him linger on, still giving 
comfort and love to those he called “his people.” 

His indelible mark remains embedded deeply within 
our hearts. And in our Hearts we know that this is 
not the end of his life, but the beginning of a new 
life that has merely changed. I can still hear his 
voice saying, “Any day is a good day to go to 
Heaven.” 


He may not physically be among us, but the 
) 
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Flu Season is Here Again 
By Maureen Richichi 


Autumn is traditionally the start of flu 
season in Massachusetts and throughout the 
country. The flu, also called influenza, is a very 
contagious respiratory viral illness. The following 
symptoms of the seasonal flu may help distinguish 
this illness from the common cold: fever or feeling 
feverish; a dry and hacking cough; moderate muscle 
or body aches; runny nose; mild to moderate chills; 
sore throat; fatigue or lack of energy; headache; 
vomiting and diarrhea (more common in children) 
and chest discomfort. Flu symptoms tend to 
develop over the course of a few days and usually 
last 4-7 days, depending on the individual. The 
spread of the virus is primarily spread through the 
air when people cough, sneeze or talk. Individuals 
can spread the virus starting from one day prior to 
the onset of symptoms and for 5-7 days after 
symptoms appear. Influenza severity can be 
unpredictable from season to season; for an 
individual it can be a mild disease or can be severe 
enough to cause serious illness and even death. 
Older people, young children, pregnant women, and 
those with chronic health conditions such as 
diabetes, asthma, and heart disease are at increased 
risk for influenza complications. 

What’s the best way to prevent contracting 
the flu? By far, the most effective defense is an 
annual influenza vaccine. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends that everyone 
aged 6 months and older should receive the vaccine, 
especially those who are at high risk of 
complications. Although early Fall is an ideal time 
to get vaccinated, getting the vaccine in November, 
December and January still provides immunity for 
as long as the virus is circulating. The month of 
January is often the peak month for influenza 
activity. It’s important to remember that it takes 
about 14 days after receiving the vaccine for 
antibodies against the virus to develop. Contrary to 
a popular myth, you cannot get the flu from 
receiving a flu vaccine. Common side effects 
include soreness, redness or swelling at the injection 
site, low grade fever, and body aches. 


Additional effective prevention methods 
include frequent handwashing --with soap and 
warm water for a minimum of 20 seconds. Use 
hand sanitizer when soap and water are not 
available. The spread of the virus can also be 
lessened by coughing or sneezing into one’s sleeve. 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth without 
washing first. It’s prudent to avoid being in close 
contact with individuals who have flu symptoms. 
To avoid contaminating others, it’s also important 
to stay home from work or other activities while 
you are symptomatic. 


Additional information about the seasonal flu is 
available at www.cdc.gov/influenza or 


www.mass.gov/dph/flu. 
Maureen Richichi, Town Nurse/School Nurse, 781- 


259-9407, mrichichi@lincnet.org 
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Sparrow's Journal 
November 11, 2014 


By Sparrow Taschioglou 


So, here come the holidays! 
No more walks to get the mail 
‘cause we'd have to skip the trail 
and how can we jog, carrying nine catalogs? 
They go straight from our car into the trash, 
tossed in the can with a thumping crash. 
I hope they’ll land in a top position 
reducing the complexity of my mission: 
to retrieve the only one worth saving-- 
Orvis for Dogs, whose contents I’m craving. 


Copyright 2014 by Sparrow with human typing help 
by Rhoda 
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A Game of Authors 


by Jeffrey S. Cramer, 
Curator of Collections at the Thoreau Institute at 
Walden Woods 


The Walden Woods Project’s Thoreau 
Institute Library houses the most comprehensive 
collection of Thoreau-related material in one place. 
Along with the manuscripts, artifacts, first editions, 
and scholarly works one would expect to find, and 
for which our collections are internationally known, 
we also collect ephemera: items that are not 
believed to have a lasting value but are more a 
product of their time: such as t-shirts, posters, 
advertisements, newspaper clippings, buttons, etc. 


Improved Game of Authors, 
PREPARED BY 
pega ite Bory TT : 


ENGLISH AND AMERICAN MEX AND WOMEN OF LBTTERS, ; 


ONE HUNDRED CARDS IN*EACH PACKS: “THE 7 
ANSWERS WILL BE FOUND AT THE 
TOP OF THE CARDS. . 
ADDRESS ORDERS TO 
EV. KIRKLAND, - . RANDOLPH, u. x) § 
3 AGENTS WANTED. 


core w z Y. Sey 1, 20 


In the game, the “Improved Game of Authors” by 
an unnamed teacher, one player reads aloud to the 
other players a series of facts. It is the object of the 
game to identify the author as quickly as possible 
from these bits of information. But it might be more 
fun to read the questions and test your own 
knowledge and see if you can tell how many of 
these facts are true, how many false, and how many 
hover somewhere in between. 
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2 
Henry David Thoreau. 


MASSACHUSETTS, 1817-1862. 


He was so humane that he never 
d a gun in getting specimens 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 
RALPH W. EMERSON 
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 


1) Thoreau has always been called eccentric by 


those who don’t understand his ideas. This 
has been a very tenacious epithet for 
Thoreau, from his own day until now, and 
one Thoreau knew was being used to 
describe him. In his defense, he wrote in his 
Journal of 24 April 1852: “Do they think me 
eccentric because I refuse this chicken’s 
meat, this babe’s food? .. . My friend has 
complained of me, cursed me even, but it 
did not affect me; I did not know the persons 
he talked about. I have been disappointed 
from first to last in my friends, but I have 
never complained of them, nor to them. | 
would have them know me, guess at me. It 
is not petty and trivial relations that I seek to 
establish with them. A world in which there 
is a demand for ice-creams but not for 
truths!” 
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2) 


Thoreau, who wrote in Walden that he 
“travelled a good deal in Concord,” extolled 
the virtues of making observations from 
home. As he said in his journal: 


I cannot but regard it as a kindness in those 
who have the steering of me that by want of 
pecuniary wealth I have been nailed down 
to this my native region so long & steadily 
and made to study & love this spot of earth 
more & more. What would signify in 
comparison a thin & diffused love and 
knowledge of the whole earth instead, got by 
wandering? The traveller’s is but a barren 
& comfortless condition. 


For a year or two past, my publisher, falsely 
so called, has been writing from time to time 
to ask what disposition should be made of 
the copies of “A Week on the Concord and 
Merrimack Rivers” still on hand, and at last 
suggesting that he had use for the room they 
occupied in his cellar. So I had them all sent 
to me here, and they have arrived to-day by 
express, filling the man’s wagon, -- 706 
copies out of an edition of 1000 which I 
bought of Munroe four years ago and have 
been ever since paying for, and have not 
quite paid for yet. The wares are sent to me 
at last, and I have an opportunity to examine 
my purchase. They are something more 
substantial than fame, as my back knows, 


3) Thoreau did build a house (he almost always which has borne them up two flights of 
referred to it as a house) at Walden Pond but stairs to a place similar to that to which they 
according to his own record it cost $28.12% trace their origin. Of the remaining two 
not $30. hundred and ninety odd, seventy-five were 

given away, the rest sold. I have now a 

4) His second book was Walden, or, Life in the library of nearly nine hundred volumes over 
Woods, although he left instructions that the seven hundred of which I wrote myself, 
subtitle should be removed and it should 
only be known simply as Walden. 7) Although Thoreau wrote that no “humane 

being, past the thoughtless age of boyhood, 

5) This may be the most quoted book never will wantonly murder any creature, which 
written. Biographers refer to it, scholars cite holds its life by the same tenure that he 
it, writers mention it, but Thoreau never does,” he was also the man who wrote that 
wrote a book called Excursions in Field and he “went so far as to slaughter a woodchuck 
Forest nor has this title ever been published which ravaged my bean-field.” Thoreau 
with Thoreau’s name attached to it. collected specimens for Louis Agassiz, 
Although a posthumous collection of essays professor of zoology and geology at 
was published in 1863 under the title, Harvard, in the 1840s. Those specimens 
Excursions, the title Excursions in Field and included turtles, fish, mice and fox. A true 
Forest, mentioned in contemporary naturalist as Thoreau was would not have 
Houghton-Mifflin advertisements, never been so naive as to think that those 
existed but still persists. specimens would have lived happily ever 

after, even if he himself did not pull the 

6) Thoreau did buy back hundreds, not trigger. 


thousands, of copies of his first book, A 


To learn more about Thoreau, visit the Thoreau Institute. For 
more information, including hours and arranging a visit, go to 
http://www.walden.org/Library. 


Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers 
back from his publisher and wrote, with 
great humor in his journal (although perhaps 
there is more humor in trying to imagine 
Thoreau carrying seven thousand books on 
his back from Boston to Concord) : 


Copyright 2014 Jeffrey S. Cramer, 
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Programs at deCordova: 
December and January 2015 


Free First Wednesday, December 3, 10 am to 
Spm 

Explore deCordova for free on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Free admission is for 
individual visitors only; groups of 10 or more must 
reserve space on a different day due to space and 
staffing limitations. 


CuratorTour of Walden, revisited, Wednesday 
December 3, 12 noon 

Tour Walden, revisited with Curator Dina 
Deitsch 


Artfull Play, Wednesday, December 3, December 
17, 10:30 am 

| Fill your day with art and play. Engage with 
art, materials, the environment, and new friends. 
For families with children ages 2 — 5. 


Pondering Walden: Discussion Series with Gina 
Siepel, Thursday December 11, 6:30 pm 

Consider Walden, revisited in connection 
with its natural and literary inspirations during this 
in-depth discussion series. Walden, revisited artist 
Gina Siepel and her collaborator discuss how 
Walden influenced their artistic practice. 


Artfull Explorations, Sunday December 14, 
drop-in 1-3 pm 

Fill your weekend with art and family. 
Engage with materials and processes inspired by the 
featured artist of the day. For families with children 
of all ages. 


Artfull Play 
Wednesday, December 17, 10:30 AM 

Fill your day with art and play! Engage with 
art, materials, the environment, and new friends. 
For families with children ages 2—5. 
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Free First Wednesday 
Wednesday, January 7, 10 AM—5 PM 

Explore deCordova for free on the first 
Wednesday of every month! Free admission is for 
individual visitors only; groups of 10+ must reserve 
space on a different day due to space and staffing 
limitations. 

Free First Wednesday Sculpture Park tours 
offered at 1 pm. 
Artfull Play 
Wednesday, January 7, 10:30 AM 

Fill your day with art and play! Engage with 
art, materials, the environment, and new friends. 
For families with children ages 2—S. 
Members Tour and Lunch with the Curator 
Thursday, January 8, 11 AM—1 PM 

Join fellow Members for an exclusive tour 
of Walden, revisited. With Curator Dina Deitsch 
followed by lunch. Bring your meal or purchase one 
with a discount at deCordova | Café. 
RSVP required: membership@decordova.org 
Artfull Explorations 
Sunday, January 11, drop in 1-3 PM 

Fill your weekend with art and family! 
Engage with materials and processes inspired by the 
featured artist of the day. For families with children 
of all ages. 
Pondering Walden: Discussion Series with Film 
Thursday, January 15, 6:30 PM 

Artists cull from a variety of sources of 
inspiration, including film. Watch and 
discuss Drylongso, a film directed by Cauleen 
Smith which follows the pursuit of a young African 
American photographer, Pica, as she notes the 
attrition of African American men in her life. This 
film was selected by Walden, revisited artist 
William Cordova. The screening will be followed 
by a deCordova staff led discussion 
Artfull Play 
Wednesday, January 21, 10:30 AM 

Fill your day with art and play! Engage with 
art, materials, the environment, and new friends. 
For families with children ages 2—S. 
Neo-Thoreauvian Speaker Series: Experiments 
in Living 
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Lincoln $1,250,000 
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Elaine Sweeney Jeannine Taylor 


152 Lincoln Road, Lincoln 781.259.4040 


Jazz at the Lincoln Library 


2014-Sep 10 Vern Welch Jazz Here and There, Then and Now 
Oct 8 Harold McAleer Jazz Around the World 
Nov 12 Harold McAleer PBS Documentary — Swing 
Dec 10 Dean Smith Tickling the lvories 
2015 -Jan14 TBD 
Feb11 Peter Gerler Benny Goodman's Musical Roots 
Mar1i Norman Nichols Jack Teagarden 
Apr8s Nick Ribush Australian Jazz Ill 
May 14 Joel Wechsler Ralph Sutton and Friends - Super Stride! 


May 28 Live! Live Concert - The Baystate Syncopators 


This recipe was donated to the Lincoln Review 
by Roby Guida Ponte who enjoys cooking at 
Verrill Farm | 


ceatninmeemeimemmnmees 


Verrill 


Farm a : I qt apples. peeled and diced | tsp thyme 


Roasted Butternut Sq & Apple Bisque 


2 medium peeled Butternut Sq few sprigs fresh tarragon 


| qt diced white onions few leaves fresh sage 


11 Wheeler Road 
Concord, MA 01742 
(978) 369-4494 


1 stick butter 1 1/2 qts water 
1/2 cup brown sugar light cream optional 
1 tsp crushed red pepper salt to taste 


2 tbsp finely chopped garlic 


Peel and dices butternut squash in chunks, place on a sheet pan. Cover the bottom with hot water. Bake 


350 until tender, about 45 minutes. Add additional water if necessary. When squash is done you are ready 


to start soup. 
Saute onions with butter, when caramelized add diced and peeled apples. Cook a little bit. add roasted 
squash without the water. Keep cooking, add brown sugar, herbs, garlic and water. Bring to a boil for a 


few minutes. Blend with Blender. Add cream if you like or more water. 
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IMPRESSIONS WHILE 
CRUISING ALONG THE 
ELBE RIVER 


by Palmer Faran 


The Elbe River begins in the mountains of the 
northern Czech Republic and runs northwesterly through 
Germany to the North Sea near Hamburg. One of the 
major rivers of Central Europe, throughout its history it 
has been an important trade route, beginning with the 
Romans. Modern ships are too large and deep to 
navigate the river and its many locks, so it is a peaceful 
and quiet river, winding through a peaceful and quiet 
countryside. 

The city of Prague, the capital of the Czech 
Republic, is not on the Elbe but on the Vitava River, 
which flows into the Elbe a few miles away. Known as 
the City of a Hundred Spires, Prague is a city whose 
architecture reflects the ebb and flow of history, from 
Romanesque to Gothic to Renaissance. Prague Castle 
and St. Vitus Cathedral are only two of the many 
handsome buildings. In the Old Town Square, the 
remarkable 15th century Astronomical Clock, features 
each hour “The Walk of the Apostles.” Tourists gather to 
watch this event, even though the weather is unusually 
hot for June. 

The next day the bus travels from Prague to 
Melnik and the Elbe, where the Viking Fontane waits 
and the cruise begins. The ship is relatively small, about 
107 people on board. The main deck consists of 
staterooms toward the stern and a lounge forward where 
afternoon tea and cocktails are served; music and 
lectures are offered in the evenings. Below deck are 
more staterooms and the dining room. Above the main 
deck is the sun deck, which is partly covered and has 
tables and chairs and lounges. When passing under the 
many bridges, the wheelhouse, the sonar equipment and 
the cover over the deck are flattened and the ship 
narrowly squeaks under the bridge while the passengers 
watch, fascinated. 

As the Fontane cruises along the river, fields of 
wheat and mustard seed stretch on either side. The ship 
passes by many vineyards and orchards and vegetable 
gardens. Here and there a castle nestles high on a hill 
surrounded by trees. Cows rest in the shade to avoid the 
hot sun; one strolls over to the river and stands knee 
deep in the cool water, switching its tail. Others follow. 
Horses munch on grass and stand nose to tail, flicking 
the flies off one another. A rangy white horse scratches 
his back on a nearby tree. A camper pulls up by a small 
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sandy beach and the vacationers pull out their canopy 
and chairs to sit in the sun. At another place a family is 
swimming and farther along a man in waders is fishing. 
Once in a while the boat passes a kayak paddled by two 
men who wave to us. We wave back. 

The boat stops at small towns along the way. 
The first stop is the town of Litomerice. The cobblestone 
streets lead to a market square surrounded by beautiful 
buildings where small stores display their wares and the 
sight of an ice cream shop is welcome. Delicious! The 
weather is still very hot, but in the center of the square 
large linden trees offer shade. 

The ship continues its way, passing through a 
nature preserve where flocks of birds swoop above the 
ship. A heron stands patiently in the reeds, darts into the 
water and flies off with his catch. 

The next day the scenery changes to dramatic 
cliffs and sandstone formations, narrow valleys and deep 
gorges. Having left the Czech Republic, the ship has 
crossed into Germany to the town of Bad Schandau. The 
bus drops us off at the beginning of a pathway. Steep 
trails climb through dense woods and lead to dramatic 
views of the Elbe as the river winds its way through 
Saxony. 

Dresden is the next stop, a city often called the 
Jewel Box because of its Baroque city center. The 
horrific bombings by British and American forces in 
1945 killed many civilians and destroyed the city center, 
which has since been restored. The residential areas are 
dotted with parks and gardens; flowers are everywhere. 
The ship docks close to the city so passengers can come 
and go as they please. The evening is cooler and it is 
pleasant to walk into the city past the sites visited that 
morning, the Zwinger Palace, the Opera House and the 
Church of Our Lady. 

The ship sails on to Meissen, famous for its exquisite 
porcelain, which is still produced today. The factory 
contains many examples of delicate chinaware; most 
impressive is a pianoforte completely made of porcelain, 
even the keys. The walk back to the ship passes through 
the historic old town center 

The small town of Torgau is the next stop. This 
town is not well known, but it was the site of the first 
meeting between U.S. troops from the West and Soviet 
troops from the East during the 1945 advance into 
Germany. The monument to this meeting mostly 
acclaims the Soviets; the mention of US troops is almost 
an afterthought. This whole area of Germany was a part 
of the Eastern Bloc until the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
Memories do fade, however; the town is charming, more 
cobblestone streets, pubs tucked between old houses, a 
turreted riverside castle and the first Protestant church. 
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The ship cruises toward Wittenberg, the town 
where the Reformation began. On the wooden doors of 
the Castle Church, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses in 
1517. His life is celebrated in the Luther House 
Museum, where he lived with his beautiful wife, 
Katarina. On this day the townspeople are celebrating 
their engagement, not their marriage, for some reason. 
Stalls are set up in the market square, selling pottery, 
clothing, carvings and food. In a nearby field there are 
tents and someone is playing music. The aroma of 
roasting meat blends with the sweet smell of marijuana. 

Dessau, the next stop, is called the Garden 
Kingdom of Wurlitz and is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. In addition to the obligatory castle, there are 17 
square miles of gardens, with lakes and canals, Greek 
temples and stone bridges. The man rowing the gondola, 
which is really a large rowboat holding about ten people, 
is German, speaking little English. Fortunately, one of 
the German women passengers translates. “He is happy 
in his job, loves his beer and was glad when the Russians 
left.” 

Potsdam is the final stop on the Elbe. In 1945 
the allies (Truman, Churchill and Stalin) met at 
Cecilienhof Palace to carve up post-war Europe. It was 
the last palace built by the Hohenzollern family. A tour 
of Frederick the Great’s palace of Sanssouci reveals 
many items about Frederick’s life that your history book 
never told you. A remarkable leader, but he was a little 
weird. 

A bus takes us from Potsdam to Berlin, which is 
not on the Elbe River, but the Spree River. It is the end 
of the trip. We travel along the Unter Den Linden, past 
the Brandenberg Gate, Checkpoint Charlie, the 
Reichstag Building. No more cobblestone streets. Berlin 
is a West German city, bustling, commercial, with many 
restaurants and shops. Time to leave. 

Copyright 2014 Palmer Faran 
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A Student of Life Forever 


By Marijke Holtrop 


I always like to visit Lucile in her small 
house on the edge of woodland. When she opens the 


| door, she greets me with a cheerful and engaging 


welcome, "Hi there, I was just reading about....."; or, 
"Come look at the birds on the feeder....."; or 
whatever else just went on. I give her a hug. She 
never initiates a hug herself. "People seem to think 


| that wrinkles are contagious," she once said to 


me. But she gladly reciprocates. 

I feel at ease in Lucile's presence and in 
Lucile's house. She is real, herself, and her living 
space reflects her being: spacious, light, with simple, 


| functional furniture, unpretentious, and a huge cactus 


that seems always to be blooming next to a large 
window. Slim and limber, she moves around with 


| ease, whether in pants or a skirt. Her light-gray, 


almost white, curly hair frames a lively face, and her 
soft blue eyes look around with alertness, and with a 
depth and calmness that convey overcoming turmoil, 
accepting what is, and a curiosity of what will 

be. There is a lightness about her, even when she 
talks about serious matters. She speaks with 
well-chosen words that communicate a deep probing 
and desire to understand. She is comfortable with 
expressing her not-knowing, and likes to ask direct, 
pertinent questions. 

We both practice breaking through habitual 
patterns of behavior. So when I visit at dinner time, I 
bring my own food, and she takes hers out of the 
refrigerator, and we both prepare our meal in the 
kitchen, chatting about what seems important to us at 
the time: news about mutual friends and the birds in 
her little backyard; feminist writing or talks; planting 
a dogwood tree in a rocky soil; the meaning of 
interesting events. Over dinner at a table next to a 
large window facing the woods we continue our talk, 
sharing herbal tea and the sight of a lighted candle. I 
once asked her, "When I call and ask to visit you, 
will you say 'no' when it is not convenient?" She 
answered, "Yes, please give me the opportunity!" 
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Lucile came to life after her corporate 
husband died of a heart attack. In her bedroom, so 
she can see it the moment she wakes up in the 
morning, hangs a framed poster of a woman on her 
knees and elbows, and underneath it says, "I am a 
woman giving birth to myself". Lucile did and still 
does, every day. As a confirmation of her self-birth 
she changed her last name into "Longview". And she 
takes her life in her own hands, whether it is 
climbing on her roof to clean the gutters before they 
clog up, or organizing and legalizing a living will, or 
attending a workshop on dying. 

New experiences are welcomed. Last 
summer she came sailing with me on the ocean on 
my 23 ft boat. "Are you staying on board overnight?" 
she had asked me discretely beforehand. "Yes, would 
you like to come too?" She did. She brought her 
down sleeping bag, wiggled herself into the narrow 
space of a bunk, and slept happily, slightly rocked on 
the waves. 

A highlight in her life was the celebration of 
her 80" birthday with her family. Her daughter had 
asked her what she wished for this special day. "How 
about a trip in a hot-air balloon," she had 
suggested. And off they went, flying over Northern 
California! 

"When you stand on your head, you see 
everything from a different perspective," she once 
told me. She gave me a demonstration. With focused 
attention she went down on her knees, carefully 
positioned her lower arms on the floor to form a 
triangle, put her head down in her cupped hands, 
then slowly moved her back to center and her legs 
straight up. 

Lucile gives me a different perspective on 
life. 

Copyright 2014 by Marijke Holtrop 
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The Touch of Christmas Fair 


Saturday, Dec. 13 from 10AM— 1PM 
at 
the Stone Church 
First Parish of Lincoln 


Santa Arrives @ 11:00 !! 
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LINCOLN STATION . LINCOLN . MA f; 


DEE FUNERAL HOME 
& CREMATION SERVICE 


Serving All Faiths Since 1868 = Concord's Oldest & Largest Funeral Home 


1-800-942-1868 = 1-978-369-2030 
wwwlincolncremations.com = www,deefuneralhome.com 
27 Bedford Street = Concord, Massachusetts 


Please call us for assistance with: 
Simple Cremation 
Advanced Planning 

Memorials Celebrating Life 
Traditional Funeral Service 
Personalization a Specialty 


STONEGATE GARDENS 


339 South Great Road (Rt 117) 
Lincoln, MA 01773 
(781) 259-8884 


Charles W. Dee Susan M. Dee 
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Auto Services 

General Auto Repair 

MA Inspection Station 

Wheel Alignments 

A/C Repair 

Comfortable waiting room with TV and WiFi 
Auto Detailing 


Rubbish Removal 


Household Rubbish Removal/Recycling 
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly 
Clean outs and one time pick ups 


Mondays - Friday 7:00-4:00 
Saturday 8:00-3:00 


THE 

LINCOLN REVIEW 
P.O. BOX 6245 
LINCOLN, MA 01773 


WWW.dohertysgarage.com 


781 — 259 -- 8484 
161 Lincoln Road, Lincoln, MA 0 1773 
——mail info@dohertysgarage.com 


Mobil 


Charter Bus Service 
101 years of busing Lincoln’s Children 
Charter buses for all occasions 


Group events 
Organizations 
Birthday parties 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
Temple youth groups 
Church outings 


NorthPeint 


PRINTING SERVICES 


Cool stuff to bring your brand to life! 


www.northpointprinting.com 


Find 
Facebook 


PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 
Paid 
Permit No. 37 
Lincoln, MA 


Lincoln Public Library #2. 2015/01 


3 Bedford Rd 
Lincoln, MA 01773 
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